* 


„ Cockix, . 5 
N Rx v. J. BazWER, Birmingham,” 
WEN ' Rev. R. BALFouR, Edinburgh, 
| Ray, G. Wzsr, Stoke. 
e Wh: 7 ro WRICH Akt rar, 
u PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEET 
| OSS and Tux” not 
| REPORT OF THE DIREC TORS 3. 
OE ers 4s ARE ADDED, |, ED 2 1 7 75 
4 A LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS, 
5 | 2 | "Speak unto the children of rae that they 60 FORWARD» 
. = MS Fe BD IS S001", 6 > 
EN ; >, © ar on 07 THE eren, 
PUBLISHED FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE SOCIETY 


© INTRODUCTION. 


- Fur Fourth General Meeting of the Miſſionary 
Society was accompanied with circumſtances pe- 
culiarly encouraging. It was, like each of the pre- 
ceding, very numerouſly attended by miniſters and 
other friends of the inſtitution, who ſeemed more 
ardent then ever in purſuit of the grand object; 
and the Father of mercies was pleaſed to diſtinguiſh 


it by evident tokens of his condeſcending appro- 7 


bation. 


Some of the largest places of worſhip in the 
Metropolis, which were kindly granted for the ace 


commodation of the Society, were filled with zealous. | % 


and devout hearers; the preachers were remark- 
ably animated; and God himſelf was ſo graciouſly 


preſent, that many, very many, found it good to be 


there, 


In theſe ſolemn aſſemblies, and in all thofe con- 
vened for the more immediate tranſaction of public 


buſineſs, an increaſe of Miſſionary zeal was clearly 
diſcernible. This we mention with the utmoſt ſa- 


tisfaction and thankfulneſs, as it could not have 


or favourablg appearances, but muſt _ neceſſarily 


tude. and importance of the object, and its agree 
ableneſs to the will of God aur Saviour. F or, till 


Iu 4 


Needed from the influence of temporary ſucceſs 


have ariſen from a'rg0ted conviction of the magni- 
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| the cloſe of the meeting, no intelligence had arriy= 
ed by which it could be even conjeftured, whether 
the Miſſion. to the South Seas were likely to ſuc- 
ceed or mifcarry; and as to the African Miſſion, 
all were apprized by the Directors ſome weeks be- 
fore, that its aſpect was by no means flattering. 

It would be unneceſſary to detail minutely the 
proceedings of the Society, ſince this has been done 
already in che Evangelical Magazine, a publication 
which we believe paſſes through the hands of 
nearly the whole of our Subſcribers. 

I, he public ſervices commenced at Surry Chapel, 
where the, Rev. Mr. Coc x 1x delivered his diſcourſe, 
and demonſtrated that God's declared. deſigns of. 
converting both Jews and Gentiles to the Faith of 
Chriſt, afford the ſtrongeſt motives to human 
endeavours. In the afternoon, a large body of 
the Society aſſembled at the Scot's Hall, Fleet 
Street, when the following report of the Directors 
was read by the * Mr. Exxx, and e re- 
ceived. © In 
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The Rxronkr of the DiREcToRs to the MEMBERS 
of the Missio ARY SocttTY, at the Fourth 


| General Meeling, held the Ninth Day of May, © ; 


49 


TE meet you, Chriſtian brethren, with our 
| warmeſt congratulations on this return of 
our annual ſolemnity, and call upon you to unite 
with us in increaſing thankfulneſs to God for the 
gracious ſupport we continue to experience from 
him in all our united labours, and for the fignal 
benediction which has hitherto reſted upon our in- 


1798. | 


ſtitution. 5 


4 


3 


preſent circumſtances of alarm and diſtreſs, no in- 
ſurmountable obſtacle has ariſen, entirely to pre- 
vent the progreſs of our miſſionary work, or to re- 
tard the advancement of the kingdom of the 


Prince of Peace. On the contrary, our feeble efforts 
have been attended with encouraging circumſtan- 


ces beyond our expectations, and the proſpects of 
uſefulneſs, at home and abroad, are abundantly ex- 


tended. Our hands have been much ſtrengthened 


by Senne foreign countries, where 
many highly reſpected brethren in Chriſt, rejoicing 
at the tidings of our auſpicious commencement, 
have been influenced to aſſociate for ſimilar exertions, 
Among other ' bleſſed inſtances of our Lord's 
kindneſs m this reſpe&, we may juſtly reckon the. 
commendable efforts made by our brethren in the 


Netherlands, in forming a ſociety fimilar to our 


own, and their deſire, ſo cordially expreſſed, to 
unite with us in the ſame benevolent deſign. The 


leading ſteps to this event we ſhall gladly detail, 
knowing that it will afford you much pleaſure to 


is a pleaſing conſideration, that, amidſt the 


£ 
*. 


mark the finger of God in the eſtabliſhment of this 
R . | | 
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A letter, from Dr. Vander Kemp, a phyſician | 
at Dort, was the firſt fruit of our Miſſionary Pub- 
lications in Holland. Warmed with zeal for ſingu- 
lar mercies vouchſafed to his own ſoul, and having 
long borne the ſtate of the heathen upon his heart, 
he readily embraced the opportunity afforded by 
us, of offering himſelf for this ſelf-denying ſervice. 
Every communication from himſelf, and every in- 
quiry made reſpecting him from perſons of the 
firſt reſpectability, induced us to invite him to 
come over. His preſence and converſation among 
us, fully confirmed the favourable impreſſions which 
had been made; and on theſe grounds he was glad- 
ly received and ſolemnly ſet apart for Miſſionary 
work, to the great ſatisfaction of our brethren, who 
were aſſembled on the occaſion. It being neceſſary 
for him to return and ſettle his affairs at Dort, he 
ſuggeſted the probability of many of his countrymen 
putting their hand to the work of the Lord, if 
ſuitably invited; and he undertook to tranſlate and 
circulate any addreſs we ſhould ſend to them, to- 
gether with ſome of our former publications. 
Theſe were no ſooner read by the public, than the 
ſame ſpirit animated them, and a reſpectable Miſ- 
ſionary Society was immediately formed on the 
model of our own. Their letter to us ſhortly after 
the formation of their inſtituti@@ we here inſert, as 
it ſpeaks a language that muſt awaken the ſenſibi- 
lity of every truly chriſtian heart. 


The Directors of the Miſſionary Society in Holland, to the Dire&ors 
of the Miſſunary Society in Great Britain. | 


Dearly beloved Brethren in our Lord Jeſus-Chriſt ! 


THE Addreſs which the Directors of the London 

Miſſionary Society have written and ſent, by our worthy. friend 

Dr. Vander Kemp, to the religious inhabitants of this country, 

through the infinite mercy of , had all the effect we could 
wiſh, and you could hope for. | 

It oth the zeal of ſeveral of our Chriſtian countrymen, who 


united themſelves into a Society, which aſſumed the title of 7he 

Netherland Miſſionary Society, and appointed us to give you notice 

ol its erection, together with a general account of the _— - 
| whic 
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which it was erected. And it is with great pleaſure we fulfil 
their wiſhes in — the charge committed to us. 

Dr. Vander Kemp, ee publiſhed the foremen- 
tioned Addreſs in Dutch and Engliſh, invited ſome ſelect friends, 

jouſly attached to the concerns of our Lord's Spiritual Kingdom 
in Holland and other Provinces, to follow the meaſures pointed 
out in the Addreſs : he was ſo ſucceſsful in his attempt, that the 
number of about forty men of candour and piety conſented to his 

ropoſals. The greater part of whom conſented to aſſemble on 
Tucſday the 19th paſt, at the houſe of the Rev. Mr. Verſter, one 
of the Miniſters of the Goſpel in this city; where, after ſolemn 
and fervent prayers to God, and in a dependence upon his mercy | 
and faithfulneſs, they converted their meeting into a permanent 
Society for propagating and promoting Chriſtianity, eſpecially 
among the poor Heathens, by means of Miſſionaries. Having 
eſtabliſhed the principles upon which the whole was to be directed, 
they appointed a body of twenty-one reſpectable perſons, to whom 
they committed the direction of the Society for the future, and 
charged them to write and publiſh an Addreſs to the religious in- 
habitants of this country. 8 | 

This Addreſs will be publiſhed within a few days, and then 
ſent over to you. Among other things, they reſolved, that the 
firſt Monday of every month, at ſeven o'clock in the evening, be 
announced to the public as deſigned for ſolemn prayer for the 
Miſſionary Society. The whole buſineſs was tranſacted the ſame 
day, in the courſe of two ſeſſions, with a perfect unanimity, and a 
ſignal experience of the Lord's gracious preſence, After which, 
5 _— broke up, with thankſgiving to God, and ſinging to 

is praiſe. 
ear Brethren, we adore the good hand of our God and Sa- 
viour over us, that directed you in addreſſing us in ſuch a frater- 
nal, faithful, and pious ſtyle, on a ſubject, we muſt ſhamefully 
confeſs, that hitherto was too long neglected amongſt us. 

We find ourſelves, indeed, not equal to ſuch an arduous and 
expenſive taſk, as to ſend Miſſionaries to diſtant countries; but, 
conſcious of our incapacity, we look up to our God and King, 
who has ſufficient power and dominion in heaven and on earth, to 
execute his glorious deſigns, even by weak and contemptible 
means. | | 

Withal, honoured Brethren, we hope, however inſignificant our 
firſt ſteps may be,.yet to endeavour with our utmoſt zeal and 
power to promote the object to which we are called—the ſpreading 
of the ſaving knowledge of Chriſt over the globe, in regions 
where his name hitherto never was known. | d 

We doubt not but you will join us in your private and ſtated 
hours of prayer, that He, who rules the hearts of all men, ma 
favour our common exertions by his gracious bleſſing, that throug 
them the glory of his kingdom 1 promoted, until our God 
ſhall be all in all. | 
Commending you and yours .- the boundleſs grace and love of 


our 
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our common exalted Head and Redeemer, and wiſhing you, in the 
entrance of a new ſeaſon, a rich renewal of his all-ſufficient cove- 
nant bleſſing! we remain with affectionate regard, 
Dearly beloved brethren, in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
Your ſincere friends and affeQionate brethren in our Lord. 
Signed in the name and by the appointment of our Society, 
Nec J. L. VersTER, Preſident. 


a 1 C. B . 
iſt Jan. 1798. B. 3 OER, Secretaries. 


To this affectionate letter, we replied: and the 
union formed between us has been fince more 
ſtrongly cemented by the acceptance of two miſ- 
ſionaries whom they have offered, and whom we 
have deſigned, if God permit, to join Dr. Vander 
Kemp in a miffion to the Namacquas, of which 
we ſhall ſpeak. more particularly in the ſequel]. 
Since Dr. Vander Kemp's return to us from 
Holland, and our application to the brethren there 
to ſend Mr. Kicherer and Mr. Vander Pauw over, 
the two Miſſionaries above alluded to, he has re- 
ceived a letter from their Secretary, Mr, Lede- 
boer, informing him of their readineſs to embark, 
only defiring that Mr. Vander Pauw, who is a 
ſtudent in the Univerſity, may firſt be examined 
and licenſed by the Church of Holland; to which 
we have ſignified our entire approbation, The 
. ſame letter contains alſo the moſt pleaſing informa- 
tion. Their Society has been conſiderably increaſ- 
ed, eſpecially at Amfterdam. Profeſſor Heringa 
is appointed Director, and employs himſelf in 
giving inſtructions, preparative for Miſſionary werk. 
'The' prayer meetings, held at the ſame time with 
our own, are very well attended; and at Stryen 
they are kept in the Church, Their funds increaſe, 
and there is every reaſon to hope they will ſpeedily 
> be enabled to maintain a Miſſion of their own. 

Some of our publications, tranſlated into the 
German Language, have likewiſe excited the at- 
tention of an extenſive ſociety, whoſe committee 
reſides at Baſle in Switzerland, | 
The 
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The following Letter received from them; ad- 
drefſed to us, and tranſlated by Dr. Burkhardt, 
Miniſter of the German Congregation in the Savoy, 
London, breathes the ſpirit of fraternal love and 
animated zeal in the cauſe of Chrift. 


3 bo Baſle, Feb. 7th, 1798. 
Reverend GenTLEMEN, | 
Reſpectfully and heartily beloved Brethren in Chriſt. 
WE have received at the cloſe of laſt year, tranſlated 
from the Engliſh into the German language, a book under the 
title“ SzxxMons, preached in London, at the Fotmatioh of the 
Fieber Society, &c. from which we have learned, with the 
ivelieſt joy and gratitude towards God, that the kingdom of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt is, in many reſpeRs, in a bee ſtate in 
England and Scotland, where there are ſo many hundred Evange- 
lical Miniſters, and ſo many thouſand faithful followers of Jeſus, 
TG think ir their higheſt honour and pleaſure to confeſs, before 
all the world, the Saviour, who is deſpiſed by many in our age, as 
. Lord and God and only Redeemer; to embrace Him witn 
df faith, and to adore him with the Ceepeſt humility, and 
with their whole undivided love. This, indeed; independently 
of any other conſideration, has been a great comfort to us, and to- 
2 thouſands of our religious brethren in Switzerland and 
Germany. | | 
\ But ie was not leſs delightful and encouraging to us to learn, 
that there had ariſen among the children of God, belonging to dif- 
ferent religious perſuaſions, a ſweet and brotherly harmony, which 
others juſtly may take as a pattern of imitation, arid that you have 
made 1 good a beginning, by ſetting aſide all particular opinions, 
to make the promotin of the kingdom of our adorable Lord and 
Saviour a common cauſe ; for we are fully conyineed, that ſuch 
a meaſure, ſuch brotherly aſſiſtance and encoyragement, while 
it breathes the very ſpirit of Chriſtian love, Becomes a real 
neceſſity in our days, when whole legends of learned and powerful 
men unite againſt the Anointed Chriſt of God, and propagate 
their abominable principles among the lower claſſes of the people. 
Ibe account of the New ifionary Society, eſtabliſhed 
in the metropolis of your country, for the converſion of the Hea- 
then, in the preſent eventful period of diſmal occurrences in church 
and fate, and in the awful expectation of thoſe things which are 
coming on the earth, has opened to us a nappy and heart-relieving 
proſpect, that the kingdom of our great God will rife with new 
Jaſtre in diſtant parts of the world; and that thouſands of the 
Heathen, living till in blindneſs, without God and a Saviour, 
without comfort and hope in this world, will be enlightened by 
the Sun of the Goſpel, and formed into happy and holy men, by 
the ſaving knowledge of Jeſys Chriſt. OO 


* 
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Yes, deareſt Brethren in Chriſt, it is particularly this lively in- 
tereſt, which you take in the great concern of the Heathen, hi- 
therto ſo ſhamefully neglected by ſo many profeſſed Chriſtians, 
and carried on with zeal and bleſſed effects only by a few parties of 
true followers of ſeſus—it is this conſtraining love of Chriſt, 
which we obſerve in you, this courageous ſpirit, faith, zeal, and 
perſeverance, with which you have begun, and indefatigably car- 
ried on, in all difficulties, a new work for the ſalvation of the 
Heathen—it is the conſpicuous blefling of God, which hitherto 
has attended, and moſt certainly in future will crown, your en- 
deavours, which affords us great joy, which makes us aſhamed, that 
we have done nothing in this particular, but which inſpires us with 
affection, at leaſt to teſtify to you, venerable friends of God and 
of mankind, the ſincere intereſt we take in your great and ſacred 
undertaking, and to aſſure you, that we will join in imploring, 
for the richeſt bleſſings, ht Lord, who, no doubt, looks down 
upon your work with divine pleaſure, and who, by his divine power 
which he enjoys in heaven and carth, can and will give effect and 
ſucceſs to what human weakneſs is unable to perform. | 

But, as you probably have not yet received a diſtin account 
of us and our cauſe, we inform you, that more than ſeventeen 
years ago, by the aſſiſtance of the grace of God, and of his heart - 
changing power, a Society has been formed and ftill exiſts, con- 
fiſting of ſeveral thouſand members and affeRionate friends difperſed 
in Switzerland, Germany, Holland, Pruſſia, Denmark, and Swe. 
den. The centre of this Society is Baſle; and we the under- 
figned members form the Select Committee, to whom the direc- 
tion and management of its affairs is entruſted. Our intention 
is to maintain and to promote, as much as we poſſibly can, the 
evangelical doctrine of the Bible in its purity, and the practice of 
true Chriſtian piety. In order to obtain that end, we carry on an 
uninterrupted mutual correſpondence, and communicationin letters, 
as well as in written or printed treatiſes, containing ſuch remarks, 
memoirs, examples, anecdotes, accounts of the progreſs of the 
kingdom of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and other ſubjects, as are of 
an edifying nature, and ſuitable to the neceſſities of our preſent 
times, This is done from month to month, with a view to inſpire 
our hearts with the love and veneration of our great and amiable, 
ever to be adored, Lord-and Saviour; and to encourage and to 
ſtrengthen our faith and aſſurance in his word, which is the ſource 
of eternal life, in his all-ſufficient never failing expiatory ſacrifice, 
and in his mercy claiming all our unlimited love, in the unſhaken ' 
hope and reliance on him and his glorious appearance, and in the 
faithful imitation of his holy pattern in doctrine and practice, in 
words and actions. We bave had, during the courſe of theſe ſeven- 
teen years, the pleaſure and opportunity, within and without our 
circle, to enjoy and to impart many ſpiritual comforts and bleſ- 
ſings, and we humbly hope, with joyful confidence, that He, who 
is the object of our union, will alſo in future be pleaſed abund- 
antly to bleſs us. | 


We 
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We have requeſted]. G. Burkhardt, Miniſter D. D. of the Ger- 
man congregation in London, to tranſlate this our Letter into Rage 
liſh, and to deliver it to you, together with the German original. 
Accept theſe lines, flowing from a heart full of reſpe& and love 
towards you, with benevolence and brotherly love, and deign to 
beſtow on us your intereſt and interceſſion, for the effeQual fervent 
prayer of a righteous man availeth much. | 
We will acknowledge it with particular gratitude, if you will 
be pleaſed to ſend us an anſwer, and ſome accounts of the kingdom 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in Great Britain, and of the progreſs of 
your Miſſion. We beg leave to aſſure you beforehand, that we 
and our brethren, to whom we would immediately communicate 
ſuch an anſwer, will feel the moſt heart-felt pleaſure, and join 
alſo in the active ſupport of the glorious work of the Miſſion, If 
there are any gentlemen of your Society, who read German books, 
we will with the greateſt pleaſure ſend you a ſet of our printed 
Journals, as a ſmall token of our reſpectful brotherly love. 
Here we conclude, and are, 


To the Reverend and  Reversnd GENTLEMEN, | 
much reſpected Mem- Moſt reſpectfully beloved Brethren in 
bers of the DireQary of Chriſt, KL 
the New Miſſionary So: Your's united in Him, 
eiety in London. 'The Members of the Sele& Committee, 

Jon. WRX ERUS HERZOG, Doctor and Pro- 
feſſor of Divinity, 


Jon. Sru. Buxk HARD Tr, A. M. Paſtor, 
 CararLEs UI xrss zs WoLLEs, A, M. Cans 
didate of Holy Orders. 
Jon. Schaurtrix, Merchant. 
ABRAHAM PREISSWERK, 
Hans Henry BRENNER, '. 
C. Frev. Srzixrorr, A. M. Secretary of 
the Society. | 
P. S. If we ſhould be ſo happy as to receive an anſwer, we 
beg of you to be pleaſed to write on the cover the following 
on: | - 
To the Rev. C. Fred. Steintopf, at the Rev. Mr. Burk- 
hardt's, Miniſter and Rector of St. Peter's Church, 
at Baſle, | X 
Letter of the Rev. Mr. C. F. STz1xTory, Secretary of the Religi# 
ous Society at Baſle, to Dr. J. G. BuxRHARD Tr, Minifter of the 
German Congregation in the Savoy, London, 7 


Baſle, Feb. 15th, 1798. 
Revezend SIR, | | 
Reſpected Friend in Jeſus Chriſt, 


I the name and by order of the ſelect committee of 
our religious German Society, I take the liberty of addreſſing you 
with this my requeſt, We have learnt from an Engliſh — 

| tranſlated 
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tranſlated into German, (which contains the fitſt tranſactions of 
the new Miſſionary Society, together with the Sermons preached. 
on that occaſion} with the liyelieſt ſenſe of joy and gratitude to- 
wards God; what a numerous people our Lord Jeſus Chxiſt has in 
England, and with what loyely zeal thouſands have united for. 
, prometing the S vation of the Heathen. Theſe our ſentiments 
we expreſs to the Directory of the Miffioniaty * in the in- 
cloſed letter, which we beg you to tranſlate into Engliſh, and to 
deliver both the tranſlation and the original to the Directors of 
the Miſſion. | | 4 10 
We apply in a direct mannet to your on this ſubje for twd 
teaſons: firſt, we have found a chriſtian ſenſe in your late publi- 
cation „ The Hiſtory of the Methodiſts in England” —and then 
you have taken much intereſt in the firſt forming of our Soeiety, the 
cauſe of which, no doubt, you ſtill wiſh to promote. We invite 

you to encourage us, by continuing your correſpondence ; for in our 
times an intimate communion of the . children of God,; 
becomes doubly neceſſary and beneficial. aſſure you, in the 
name of, our Committee, of our brotherly love; and permit me ta 


add the aſſutance of my own particular regard, +»; „ 
Tour friend and ſervant, united in Chrift, 1 | x 
METH C. F. Srzixrorr, Secretary of the Society. 


This acceptable epiſtle has been followed by 
another from Baron Van Shirnding, in Dobryluk, 
in Saxony, of whoſe zealous exertions, former 
mention had been made. For the tranſlation of 
this letter, we are alſo indebted to Dr. Burkhardt, 
through whoſe hands it was tranſmitted. The fol- 
lowing extracts, we truſt, will be highly gratifying: 


I hive delayed my anſwet to your letter ſo long, 
becauſe-I waited for the printing of the German tranſſation of a 
Word to the Jews, of which 1 have already diſtributed a great 
number to that nation in theſe parts. 
„T have thought of the lamentable ſtate of millions of the 
. heathen, ſtretching out their hands to us, as if they were begging 
for light and inſtruction in their darkneſs. I wrote to England 
to enquire the price of a ſhip, and if converted Negtoes could be 
purchaſed to ſend to their own brethren in Africa.” © © 
Mean time thete appeared the call in England for uniting to 
e eftabliſh a Miſſion, of which an account was publiſhed in our 
German papers, and Iwas agreeably ſurpriſed, and aſtoniſhed to find 
that God had awakened at ſuch a diſtance and at the ſame time 
o many fouls to a tender care of the poor heathen. The Rev, 
Dr. Haweis, having ſent a treatiſe to the..conferenge of United 
. | ; Brethren 
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with what joy did I thank the bleſſed friend of mankind, who has - - 
not only redeemed and called us into his kingdom, but will alſo ; 0 A 
offer and impart the bleſſings of his redemption to the blind and — 
miſerable that fit ſtill in darkneſs. I ſhall with heart felt gratitude A 
make uſe of the friendly invitation to join in the great work, , ; 


the Society, 9 | et 
We have not been here idle in making the proper prepara- 
tions and in order to find out, to examine, and prepare proper 
Miſſionaries, who feel in their hearts a deſire of devoting them- 
ſelves wholly to the Saviour, and of propagating his kingdom in 
diftant countries, and among the moſt ignorant heathen, I have 

let on foot before hand, in our own country, 4 Miſſion to Chriſtians, 
Can you wonder at this, if you conſider the depraved ſtate of 
modern Chriſtianity? Are not many, called Chriſtians, worſe 
than ignorant Pagans? With this view I ſend a number of Miſſion- 
aries into Saxony and the adjacent countries, with the following 
inſtructions: each receives a liſt of places to viſit, &c. ; directions 
for his conduct, &c. ; and religious tracts for diſtribution, which give 
them opportunity of converſing with the people on the love of 
Chriſt, the ſtate of their Souls, & ; They are not to be diſ- 
couraged if they meet with oppoſition and difficulty, but return 
again, and repeat their trials of gaining ſouls for Chriſt, On their ; 
return they produce their journals. Inſpectors are appointed to 
ſuperintend four or five ſuch diſtricts, and the Miſſionaries to hold E 
conference with them. This has been already attended with diſ- 
hot. >. > ep bleſſing and the happieſt ſucceſs. Of theſe I may be 
probably enabled to recommend ſome as Miſſionaries to the En- | 
gliſn Miſſionary Society. Would they be accepted, and under what + 
conditions? I heartily rejoice in the progreſs of this | Society, 9 
and anticipate the joy of viewing many thouſands brought by 

them to Jeſus and everlaſting happineſs,” SOME 


- . Theſe ſurely are bleſſed ſymptoms that the ſpirit. 
of God is moving upon the face of the troubled 
waters. In Holland, in Switzerland, in Saxony, a 
ſtrong Miſſionary ſpirit appears to be excited. Thus 
amidit the. deſolations ſpread on every fide, the 
| horrors of war, and the overflowings of infidelity; 
and impiety, the Lord is ſeen to ride on the wharl- 
wind and direct the ſtorm. And we have reaſon 
to hope, that, when his thunder and tempeſt ſhall 
have cleared the ſky of Europe of the noxious 
exhalations of ſuperſtition and atheiſm, his goſpel. I 
will ariſe and ſhine with more reſplendent glory, _ 
bis righteouſneſs go forth as brightneſs, and his 4 
ſalvation as a lamp that bur neten 
Nei. II. e Not 
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Not leſs reviving and conſolatory are the com- 
munications from our tranſ-atlantic brethren. Our 
laſt report mentioned the formation of a Miſſion- 
ary Society at New York: and their animated ad- 
dreſs, which was then read to you, diffuſed a ge- 
neral ſatisfaction. Since that period, a ſimilar 
ſpirit has actuated their brethren in Connecticut. 
Kindling at the forwardneſs of others, they have aſſo- 
ciated for the ſame benevolent purpoſes, and have 
ſolicited our correſpondence, friendſhip, and in- 
formation. REY 

Thus have our American brethren ariſen with 
us to the help of the Lord againſt the mighty. 
Fervent in the ſame purſuit, we truſt, theſe bands 
will yet more cloſely unite us, unbappily as we 
have been divided. We are one. in blood; one in 

religious profeſſion; one in Chriſt Jeſus; one in 
love; and well will it be for both nations, if we 
grow like the two ſtaffs of beauty and bands into 
that happy union, which nothing ſhall ever again be 
permitted to interrupt. 1 

Their Miſſionary efforts will naturally be direc- 
ted to the Indian nations, bordering on their im- 
menſe territories; and whoever caſts his eye upon 
a map, and traces the interval between the Alleg- 
hany Mountains and Nootka Sound, will diſcover 
a field fo large that their moſt vigorous exertions 
for ages will hardly be found adequate to its cul- 
tivation. | | 

A happy ſpark hath alfo kindled in the boſom 
of a few of our brethren in Ireland, as a letter, 
from the Rev. Mr. Hamilton of Armagh, will 
demonſtrate. Nor have we been deſtitute of ſome 
tokens of divine approbation at home, in the ſpirit 
of prayer and zeal diffuſed among our feveral con- 
gregations. A hoſt of faithful labourers have 
ariſen from thoſe who form the Miſſionary Society, 
and are going forth continually in their ſeveral 
neighbourhoods, preaching the goſpel to the poor, 
and teaching their children, who, through the 
EE neglect 


TO THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 19 


neglect of others, or their own careleſſneſs and in- 
ſenſibility, have hitherto been deſtitute of the 
means of inſtruction. As this comes not immedi- 
ately under our inſtitution, we enter not into par- 
ticulars, but we cannot help obſerving with thank- 
fulneſs, that many of the moſt vigorous ſteps, which 
have lately been purſued, for ſpreading the goſpel 
at home, originated from this ſociety. In lament- 
ing our paſt neglect of our Heathen brethren, we 
have felt more the value of ſouls than we ever did 
before. In amending this error, we have looked 
around us at home, and have found that much is 
to be done every where; that the purſuit of one 
object, ſo far from interfering with the other, ex- 
cites greater zeal, quickens greater diligence, and 
cauſes us to ſtrive more abundantly. for the ſalva- 


tion of all thoſe, whom Chriſt hath purchaſed with 
| his blood. 


Whilſt theſe happy enlargements of the Miſ- 
ſionary baſis, and the marks of zeal, becoming 
every where daily more conſpicuous, have inſpired 
us with increaſing confidence, that we ſhall one 


day fee the ſtructure riſing in beauty and glory, 


we have been employed in deviſing means for 


| ſending forth, immediately, thoſe Miſſionaries, 


whom the Lord hath provided to carry the glad 
tidings to the ends of the earth. _ | 
The African nations having, on many ac- 
counts, awakened our compaſſion, and engaged 
our attention, to them our efforts have been parti- 
cularly directed, agreeably to our former report, 


and our printed addreſs to the ſociety. 


As the Directors of the Sierra Leone Company 
had expreſſed themſelves, friendly to Miſſionary 
attempts, and the excellent and able Governor 
Macauley had favoured us with his advice and 
aſlurances of countenance and aſſiſtance, it was 
judged proper to. begin a Miſſion to the Foulah 
country, through this medium. 235 | 

In conſequence of a correſpondence with the 

WS Miſſionary 
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Miſſionary Societies at Edinburgh and Glaſgow on 
the ſubject, each of theſe bodies offered, ſoon 
after the laſt general meeting, to unite with us in 
this Miſſion, and to ſend, each, two perſons for 
the ſervice. Their propoſal we cordially accept- 
ed; and having learnt the qualifications of the 
Miſſionaries they intended to ſend, and being in- 
formed by Mr. Dawes, late Governor of Sierra 
Leone, that a knowledge of certain mechanic 
arts, in ſome of the parties ſent, would be pecu- 
liarly gratifying to the Foulah people, and thereby 


be the means of conciliating their efteem, and 


procuring ſubſiſtance, we made a ſelection, from 
our accepted Miſſionaries, of two perfons of this 
defcription, to a& in a ſubordinate capacity to 
thoſe who were better qualified to teach. And in 
October laſt, being ſet apart for the Work, they 
all embarked together in the Calypſo for the place 
of their deſtination. 
The promiſing hopes, which had been enter- 
tained of our Miſſionaries, received ſome allay, 
when, during their ſtay at Graveſend, a diſcourſe, 
delivered by Mr. Brunton, and favourably ſpoken 
of by ſome who heard it, gave occaſion to an 
unpleaſant diſpute among the Miſſionaries them- 
ſelves. 
The moment we received information of this, 
we endeavoured to extinguiſh a ſpark, which, a 
knowledge of the human heart, made us apprehend, 
might produce diviſions of the moſt fatal conſe- 
- quence to the Miſhon. , Three Directors immedi- 

ately departed to meet the ſhip, that they might 
examine into the real cauſe, and attempt to re- 
move it. But the Calypſo ſailing, without touch- 
ing at Falmouth as ſhe deſigned, their journey 
proved fruitleſs, and we waited with anxiety the 
intelligence from Sierra Leone. At length it arriv- 


ed; and we were grieved to hear, that the ſpirit - 


of diſcord had not ſubſided. Mr. Greg, however, 
was an honourable exception to the reſt, having 


taken 
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taken no part in the diſpute, but conducted him- 
ſelf towards all, with the moſt exemplary love and 


meekneſs. The diſcreet deciſion of Governor 


Macauley, and the Rev. Mr. Clark, Chaplain to 
the Colony, cannot be too highly approved, in 
ſending them in pairs, according to their attach- 
ments of friendſhip, to ſeparate ſtations, at a 
diſtance from each other; to ,Free-port, the Bana- 
nas, and the Bullam Shore; in each of which a 
different language is ſpoken. And as the Foulah 
country, to which they were all deſtined; con- 
tinued by war in a ſtate of confuſion, and no en- 
trance could have been there obtained, we may 


hope that God, who over-ruled the diſſention of 


Paul and Barnabas, for greater good, will ſo con- 
deſcend to over-rule this alſo, that by the acquiſi- 
tion of three languages, a ſcene of more exten- 
five uſefulneſs may be opened. | 

The Chriſtian world, however, will ſympathize 
with us in the deep concern this afflictive event has 
occaſioned; and unite their prayers with ours, 
that it may furniſh ſalutary admonition, both to 
thoſe who offer themſelves for Miſſionaries, and 
thoſe who conduct the affairs of theſe Societies, 
that it may produce cloſer examination of heart 
in the one, and more vigilance and circumſpection 
in the other. * | 

The Directors, in Scotland, have written to their 
reſpective Miſſionaries in terms of reproof, adapted 
to the occaſion, and with regard to the two 


individuals, more eſpecially ſent out by ourſelves, 


we have rebuked them ſharply. As they were ſe⸗ 
lected, not with a view. to preſide over ſpiritual. 
concerns, but to render aſſiſtance to the Mithon in 
matters of a ſubordinate nature, we continue their 
connection with our Society. But we have com- 
mitted to Mr. Macauley and Mr. Clark the au- 
thority to ſuſpend ſuch connection, and to fend 
them home, it their future conduct ſhould render 
the meaſure neceſſary. 


$* A pleafing 
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A pleaſing expeCtation is entertained of the 
Rev. Nathaniel Forſyth, who is a well informed 
man, and appears to be animated by a truly Miſ- 
ſionary Spirit. He has been ſet apart for his work, 
_ has lately embarked for the Cape: of Good 

ope. ; 

The return of Dr. Vander Kemp from Holland, 
and the information he brought, reſpecting the 
miſhonary ſpirit excited there, induced us to deter- 
mine on the Miſhon, we before menrioned, to the 
Namacquas, two nations divided by the river 
Orange, and diſtinguithed by the greater and leſſer 
Namacqua, not from the comparative difference of 
extent of territory, but from the different ſtature 
of the inhabitants. They are ſaid to be a harmleſs 
and quiet people, and as the late Dutch Governor 
of the Cape of Good Hope, which is about 240 
miles diſtant from them, relates, it is as ſafe to 
travel among them as in the colony of the Cape. 
Their language differs from that of the Hottentots, 
but ſeems to bear ſome affinity to it. They do not 
dwell in towns and villages, but delight in a paſ- 
toral life, and wander from place to place in dif- 
ferent hordes, commonly called Kralls; from which 
we may infer that their country, though large, is 
nat very populous. The foil, in anne is barren 
and ſandy; the banks of the Orange river, how- 
ever, are more fertile, and produce various trees 
and ſnhrubs. Their wealth conſiſts in flocks and 
herds, having abundance of oxen, ſheep, and goats. 
One ſpecies of their oxen, called the Battle Ox, 
ſerves to defend both them and their cattle from 
the invaſions of enemies, and the rage of wild 
beaſts, which are very numerous, the moſt remark- 
able of which are the lion, tiger, hippopotamus, 
elephant, and camelopardel. They are pure Pa- 
gans, and 2 ignorant of the knowledge of 
God and a future ſtate. But what their own views 
are is quite uncertain. Monſieur Valliant ſays, 
they have neither prieſts, nor temples, nor idols, 

nor 
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nor ceremonies, nor any traces of the notion of a 
deity; but his teſtimony in this reſpe& is not to be 
depended on, as no ſuch people have ever yet 
been diſcovered, nor is it probable there ever will, 
as the traditions among thoſe, who branched off 
immediately after the flood, can never be wholly 
obliterated, A few Dutchmen are ſaid to reſide 
in the vicinity of this people. 

For this arduous ſervice, Dr. Vander Kemp has 
offered himſelf, and we are daily in expectation of 
the arrival of the two Miſſionaries from the Society 
at Rotterdam, Mr. Kitcherer and Mr. Vander 
Pauw, with whom the Doctor has had much con- 
verſation, and highly approves of their being his 
aſſociates. We . they will embark with the 
firſt conveyance, and that this will not be long delayed. 

A Mithon to the poor blacks in Jamaica has 
engaged much of our attention; and, though cir- 
cumſtances have deferred its final execution, it 
continues among the objects we have in view. 

We have occafion gratefully to acknowledge the 
continued liberality of the religious public in the 
ſupport of this Inſtitution. The ſtate of the funds, 
and the liſt of the ſubſcribers will, as uſual, accom- 
pany the publication of the Anniverſary Sermons. 

Thus, brethren, we have ſubmitted to you an 
account of our proceedings. We have adverted 
alſo to the beneficial effects, which, we have 
reaſon to think, have flowed from the inſtitution 
of our Society; eſpecially the concern it has 
awakened for the converſion of our countrymen, 
and the zeal enkindled, at home and abroad, for the 
ſalvation of the Heathen. At our next anniverſary _ 
we hope to be able to report the long expected tid- 
ings, reſpecting the Miſſion to the South Seas. 
But no account has vet been received from the 
Duff, fince ſhe left the harbour of Rio St. Janeiro, 
nor can any intelligence be expected, till ſhe ar- 
rives, which we truſt, will be with the latter fleet 
trom China, in Auguſt next, or ſoon after. 


The 


24 THE REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS 


The occurrences of the paſt year furniſh us with _ 
reflections, both of humiliation and thankfulneſs. 
When we ſurvey the moral condition of the 
Heathen world, and the unperiſhable nature and unal- 
terable deſtination of the human ſpirit; and when 
we contraſt the magnitude and ſolemnity of the 
cauſe in which we are engaged, with the feeble- 
neſs of our_ powers and the langour of our exer- 
tions, we are conſtrained to lament, the frailty of 
the inſtruments in ſo divine a work, and the im- 
perfections, which mingle with all our ſervices; 
nevertheleſs, we are bound to cheriſh ſenſations 
of joy and thankfulneſs, while we contemplate 
the glorious effects, which, through ſuch feeble 
and imperfect means, the power of the Almighty 
has accompliſhed. It is his ſpirit, which has 
kindled this flame of divine charity, throughout 
the Chriſtian world. And by his efficacious im- 
pulſe on the heart, we truſt, the precious ſeed of 
he everlaſting goſpel will foon be ſown in various 
regions, which are now deſolate as the barren 
heath, but which, in ſucceeding generations, will 
be like fields, which the Lord has bleſſed, pro- 
ducing plenteouſly the plants of righteouſneſs, 
and the ripe fruits of grace and glory. 

Thus let the praiſe be referred to the proper ob- 
ject. To us belongs the unceaſing duty to conſe» 
crate our tranſitory time and our limited powers 
to this ſervice. Great and illuſtrious, indeed, is 
the work, and very feeble and inſufficient are the 
inſtruments. May the whole Chriſtian world, 
therefore, unite with us in ſupplicating the bene- 
diction of him, to whom, belong the kingdom and 
the power, and to whom, alfo, ſhall be aſcribed 
the glory for ever and ever. 


. 
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This report being approved by all who were 
preſent, they voted the thanks of the Society to 
the Directors for their zealous and indefatigable 
attention, and particularly to the Treaſurer for his 
very diſintereſted and important ſervices. They 
likewiſe thanked the ſecretaries for the faithful, 


diſcharge of the duties of their office; and, con- 


cluding with prayer, they adjourned the meeting 
and went „ to the Tabernacle, where 
Mr. Brewer preached on the neceſſity of patience 
as well as activity in Miſſionary undertakings, ſince 
God, whoſe purpoſes of converting both Jews and 


Gentiles are fixed and unalterable, often delays the 


execution of them beyond his people's expectation, 
Thurſday Morning was wholly appropriated to 
the buſineſs of the Society, and the Rev. Dr. Hun- 
ter, taking the chair, at the requeſt of the nume- 
rous ſubſcribers, who re- aſſembled at the Scot's 
Hall, opened the meeting by imploring the bleſ- 
ling of heavenly wiſdom to guide them m their 
{ſolemn deliberations. 9 a 
It was determined that the method, purſued at 


the laſt anniverſary, of rendering the fourth part of x 


the Directors ineligible for the then enſuing year, 

be now adopted and applied to the whole body 

of the late Directors. The lot was accordingly 

taken“; and a Committee, conſiſting of fifteen mem- 
he lot fell on the following gentlemen: 


Directors 1efident in London. | 
Mr. Dyer, Mr. Emerſon, Rev. John Hoy Rev. J. Hamilton, 
Mr. Pinder, Mr. Sundius, Mr. Thomas Wilſon. | 


Directors reſident in the Country, | 

Rev. R. Alliot, Nottingham. Rev. Charles Atkinſon, Ipſ- 
wich. Rev. John Audley, Cambridge. Rey. Melville Horne, 
Olney. Rev. Sir E. Leigh, Warwickſhire. Rev. W, Moor- 
houſe, Haddersfield. Rev. Robert Sloper, Devizes. Rev. J. 
Stephenſon, Caſtle Haddington. Rev. G. Townſend, Ramſgate. 


Rey. J. Whitridge, Oſweſtry. 


Directors refident in Scotland. . 

The Rev. Mr. Campbell, Stirling. The Rev. Mr. Hender- 

ſon, Hawick. The Rev, Mr. Mill, Shetland. The Rev. Mr. 
Pitcairn, Kelſo, The Rev. Mr. Ruſſell, Kilmarnock. 
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bers in addition to ſuch of the gentlemen rendered 
ineligible as were prefent, was appointed to retire - 
and nominate ſuitable perſons to fill up their places. 
The names they preſented to the chairman were 
individually propoſed and accepted; all the late 
Directors, not rendered ineligible, were unanimouſ- 
ly re- elected; and Mr. Hardcaſtle was particularly 
requeſted to continue his ſervices, as Treaſurer. 

e Rev. Mr. Love accepted his re-appoint- 
ment; but Mr. Shrubfole having deſired to de- 
cline his part of the Secretaryſhip, on account of 
his engagements at the Bank being ſo increaſed as 
to render attention to its duties impracticable, his 
reſignation was received with regret, and the Rev. 
John Eyre immediately elected, with permiſſion to 
depute Mr. Joſhua Lambert Vardy to officiate for . 
him, ſhould his health or engagements make it 
neceſlary. | | | 

The liſt of Directors for England, Scotland, 
and Ireland, was increaſed to one hundred and 
four, and Govenor Macauley, Dr. Vanderkemp, 
and ſome reſpectable Foreign Divines were added 
to it, with a view of extending the correſpon- 
dence of the ſociety, and opening a communica- 
tion, if poſſible, with every part of the Chriſtian 
world. Re 

Theſe matters being ſettled, a letter was read 
from the Rev. Aaron Weſt, recommending an in- 
quiry, reſpecting the beſt method of finding and 
qualifying Miffionaries: An intereſting diſcuſſion 
enſued, and ſeveral uſeful hints were ſuggeſted ; 
but, the ſubject being of great importance, the 
further conſideration of it was adjourned to the 
next day, and the meeting, which had laſted 
ſeveral hours, cloſed with prayer. g 

In the evening Mr. Balfour delivered his ſermon, 
at Tottenham Court Chapel, which like all the 
others was received with much approbation by an 
immenſely crowded audience. | ; 


4. On 
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On Friday Morning the Society, favoured with 
the uſe of the elegant and ſpacious church of 
Spital Fields, heard, with delight, Mr. Weſt's de- 
lineation of an Apoſtolic Miſſionary, exemplified 
in the qualifications and conduchof St. Paul. In 
the time of ſervice a note was ſent to the church, 
that the Duff was on the liſt, received that inſtant 
at Lloyds, of ſhips ſafely arrived at Canton, in 
China, before the end of December laſt. This 
Dr. Haweis announced from the pulpit, as ſoon as 
the prayers were ended, that the whole congre- 
gation might partake of the joy, which began to 
be communicated from individual to individual, 
and that all might unite in praiſe to God on the 
occaſion, for which the Pſalm, about to be ſung 
before the ſermon, ſeemed peculiarly adapted. 
The emotions, excited by this pleaſing and un- 
expected information, can be more eafily con- 
ceived than expreſſed. The ſcene was too im- 
preſſive to be forgotten. All returned from the 
houſe of prayer, bleſſing and praiſing God for 
what they had heard and ſeen. f 

In the evening, the meeting was again held at 
the Scot's Hall, and the thanks of the Society 
Were voted to the Reverend Preachers for their 

able diſcourſes, to the perſons who had accommo-— 
dated the Society with the places of worſhip, and 
to the Scot's Corporation for the uſe of the Hall. 
And, after a free converſation on the reſumed 
ſubject of finding and qualifying Miſſionaries, a 
Committee was appointed to retire and propoſe 
ſomething ſpecific. Upon their return, the follow- 
ing motions were put and adopted: "at 
* I. That this Society, earneſtly deſiring to pro- 
cure proper Miſſionaries to the Heathen, will 
encourage pious perſons to become ſuch, who 
appear to the Committee of Examination, to 
poſſeſs radical qualifications for that office. 

* 2. That a perſon or perſons in London, duly 
qualified for the office, be appointed by the 
D 2 Directors 
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« Directors to take the ſuperintendance of the 
e perſons approved by the Committee. 

* 3. That Miniſters in the country take under 
their care perſons in their own, or neighbour- 
© ing congregations, approved in like manner. 

„4. That ſuch compenſation be offered to 
« them as the Directors ſhall think proper. 
| * 5. That any Director, acting as tutor, ſhall 
* be diſqualified from acting as a Director while 
«he receives any emolument. „ 

«© 6. That the perſons, ſo admitted to tuition, be 
e conſidered, during the firſt half year, as proba- 
ce tioners; and that they continue, during that 
term, as much as may be at their reſpective 
_ « employments, | 7 

7. That if, at the expiration of the half 
ce year's probation, the perſons under tuition be 
ce fully approved, they ſhall receive ſuch further 
% advantages as the Directors ſhall think proper.“ 

The Rev. Mr. Bogue, of Goſport, then delivered 
an animated addreſs on the conduct and conver- 
ſation becoming Chriſtians in every ſphere and re- 
Jation of life, and this annual meeting was final] 
cloſed with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Balfour. 

The next day the following letter was received 
from Captain Wilfon, and circulated as ſpeedily 
as poſſible among the members of the Society in 
town and country : | 


To JOSEPH HARDCASTLE, Eq, 
DEAR SIR, ; i 


I WROTE you laſt from Rio Janiero, dated 
the 15th of November, which I hope you received, informing 
the Society how kind our heavenly Father had been in wafting 
us ſo far in perfect health and ſafety; we can now further ſay, 
from experience, that he has never left us from that time to this. - 
At preſent. I can only give you the outlines of our voyage, which, 
no doubt, you will be all glad to hear. | 

After reteiving a plentiful ſupply of every thing needful 
(which I was enabled to pay for, having caſh of my own), we 
left the port the 19th. From that time to the 3d. of December 
nothing material happened, only the weather getting e : 

| " 5 colder. 
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colder. But the Lord ſhewed us we were going the wrong 12 
by ſending a ſevere gale from the South. We could now ſee 
that to beat round Cape Horn would be folly to attempt. After 
ſnipping ſeveral heavy ſeas, by which we loſt ſome of our ſtock, 
we bore up to go by the Cape of Good Hope. This was a great 
trial, being in latitude 39 and longitude 50 Weſt, and having 
now a line to run of 262 degrees of longitude, "beſides latirude. 
However, we had ſoon reaſon to rejoice ; for, by the 24th of 
January 1797, we were in longitude 133 Eaſt. Had we laid to 
another night, ere we bore away, we. muſt have loſt all our ſtock; _ 
inſtead of which, the Miſſionaries had freſh meat twice a week 
all the way ; beſides dining with me as before. related, and though 
we had repeated gales, we never had occafion to batten down 
our hatches once: add to this the ineftimable bleſſing of the 
public ordinances of our God, and the Miſſionaries every means 
of improvement. Reſpecting ſome things that happened on the 
voyage, you muſt ſtay till I have the happineſs of once more ſee- 
ing you, which I truſt will not be long after you receive this. 
Thus were we carried along in a moſt pleaſing manner. On the 
zoth of January we rounded New Zealand, and the 4th of March 
made Otaheite ; but, from varioùs winds, we did not anchor in 
Matavia till the 6th, where we were received in the moſt friendly 
manner, f | 
Here mark the dealings of divine Providence: a large houſz, 
which the natives had built for Captain Bligh, was juſt finiſhed ; 
the whole iſland in perfe& peace, Pomaree and his ſon Otoo being 
abſolute ſovereigns of the whole "iſland, and likewiſe of Eimeo: 
thus our buſineſs was expetited; for inſtead of many chiefs as we 
expected, we only had to make our errand known to Pomaree. 
This we were fully able to do, our God having kept two Euro- 
peans for the purpoſe, the others having gone to Europe; one of 
theſe, whoſe name is Peter, had left the Dædalus, the other, named 
Andrew, was caſt away in the Matilda, and had been five years 
on the iſland—both could talk the language fluently. Our 
reaſons for coming were no ſooner made known to Pomaree, than 
he ſaid we ſhould not only have the houſe, which is a hundred 
feet by forty, but that all Matavia ſhould be given to the Engliſh; 
which was accordingly done in the moſt formal manner. 5 
After having thus ſucceeded far beyond our expectations, it is 
now neceſſary that I ſhould acquaint you, that ſometime before 
wie made the land, the Miſſionaries had divided in the following 
manner: Eighteen for Otaheite, beſides women and children; 
ten for the Friendly Iſlands; and two for the Marqueſas: this 
being the caſe, we had no time to ſpare ; therefore, as ſoon as I 
Jaw them in their commodious houſe, we failed for Eimeo, with 
a view to get the ſhip ready, but more particularly to ſee how the 
natives would behave during the abſence of the ſhip. After five 
days we returned, found them all well, the natives having treated 
them with the utmoſt kindneſs. Having no time to ſpare, we 
made all fail to the Friendly Iſlands; this was the twenty fixth of 


; 
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March; the firſt of April made Palmerſton Iſlands; and on the 
ninth, Tongataboo; the next day we anchored about the place 
Captain Cook lay, according to his bearings. The anchor was 
no ſooner gone than the ſhip was ſurrounded with canoes, and a 
number of Chiefs came on board, who informed us that two 
Europeans were on the Iſland, and to our great joy, they foon 
afterwards made their appearance; but of all the men we ever 
w, theſe were certainly the moſt wicked looking fellows; and 
they ſoon gave us proof they were as bad as they appeared to be: 
one of them was an Iriſhman, named John Kennelly : the other 
Benjamin Ambler, of London: they told us a ſtrange ſtory re- 
ſpecting their coming to theſe ifl nds; but this was a matter of 
Uttle conſequence to us, firmly believing that the Lord had ſent 
them as our interpreters; for though we had provided, as we 
thought, fufficient inſtruments for the purpoſe, by bringing Peter 
and two Otabeitans with us, we ſhould have been much at a loſs, 
the language differing ſo much, that they could not underſtand 
one word in ten: but theſe two men, Ambler a d Kennelly, who 
bad only been thirteen months on the iftand, could talk the lan- 
. guage well. After ſome time our buſineſs was partly told them; 
they readily agreed to GY all the aſſiſtance in their p»wer. After 
giving them and the Chiefs preſents, they all went on ſhore, high- 
y gratified apparently, Very early the next morning, we were 
ſurrounded with a prodigious number of fingle canoes, beſides ten 
or twelve large dcuble ones. From the peaceable manner they 
Jeft us the night bel ore, we had nt the leaſt ſuſpicion; until the 
two Europeans came and told us, they intended to take the ſhip. 
This. you may eaſily conceive. alarmed us much. We got the 
people to their quarters as eee as poſſible. After getting 
thus ready, we ſcaled two of our guns; on this the large canoes 
began to ſheer off, and a number of ſingle ones followed; whether 
theit intention was really to attack us we know not —but it was 
very alarming to fee ſo many canoes and people round the veſſel 
eee their clubs and ſpears for ſale, which might in a moment 

turned againſt us. a 

Our fears in a great meaſure being done away, Ambler pointed 
out four Chiefs, which he faid were the only ones we need to 
care for. 'Tibo Mamoe, the preſent king, was then at the point 
of death, and his ſon Tugahowè, the leaſt of the four, would 
certainly ſucceed his father (which was actually the caſe); he 
therefore would recommend the Miſſionaries being placed under 
his care: after talking with them on the ſuhjeQ, they readily 
agreed to go, I told them that they could not expect to keep 
their cheſts, and if they were the leaſt afraid, I would take them 
back to Otaheite ; their anſwer was, the property was only a 
ſecondary object with them, that they —_ go with an humble 
dependance on that God, wha had brought them ſafe over the 
mighty ocean, and had enabled them to leave their country and 
friends. After a moſt ſolemn-ſeaſon in prayer, fix of them went 
with the Chief and Ambler, but not before they promiſed _ 

| ul 
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thou!d want for nothing; the other Chiefs wanting each to have 
one, but we thought it beſt for the preſent they ſhould be all 
together, promifing them that when the ſhip returned, if they then 
choſe to ſeparate, each ſhould have ſome of them ; this ſatisfied 
them all. After receiving preſents, they all went on ſhore before 
dark, and all the canoes left us. The next morning we weighed, 
and run further out, that we might have plenty of room, in caſe 
of an attack. About noon two of the Miſſionaries returned, with 
the pleaſing intelligence that the natives did not attempt to fteal, 
but treated them with the greateſt reſpect; we then loaded the 
canoes with the remainder * their things, and with fuch ſtores as 
they thought they ſhould want. * | 
We now got under weigh to endeavour to find a channel to the 
Weſtward of the ſpot where Captain Cook got aground: after 
ſome time a very good one was found, which we failed through; 
this we conceived to be a valuable acquiſition, as we ſhould now, 
in caſe of being attacked, be able to ſail out of the harbour, 
either to the or Weſt, Being now without the reefs,'we in- 
,tended to ſpend two or three days to ſee how the natives would 
behave to our people; but the Lord faw fit to fend us a ſmart gale 
from the North Weſt, ſo that at day light we found ourſelves in 
a critical fituation, not being able to weather the reefs on either | 
tack ; but to our comfort we Juſt fetched the channel which we £ 
had only diſcovered the day before :, thus we narrowly eſcaped 
ſhipwreck ; and before we cleared the harbour, we were nearly 
___ caſt away the ſecond time. What cauſe have we to-praiſe our God, 
for thus preferving us in ſuch imminent danger. Having now 
cleared the harbour, April the 16th, we made the beſt of our way 
towards the Marqueſas, with the only two Miffionaries -on board, 
Meſſrs. Harris and Crook, The fair wind laſted fix days, and was 
ſucceeded by hard gales from the Eaſtward ; ſo that on the 6th of 
May we were only in 206 of longitude, and 392 South latitude. 
On the 23d of May we diſcovered two iſlands, which we en- 
deavoured to land upon; but the natives, from their hoftile diſpo- 
ſition, prom us. We named one the Creſcent from its ſhape ; 
the other after Sir Charles Middleton: they lay in latitude 24® 12 
South—longitude 2269 15 Eaſt. The next day difcovered an- 
other, which we named after Admiral Gambier, latitude 219—36 z 
Jongitude 225%—40 Eaſt; and on May 29th diſcovered 'anothet ; 
which we called after our friend Mr. Searle; latitude 1818 
South, longitude 224% 12 Eaſt ; and on the 4th of June made te 
Iſland Chriſtiana, and the next day anchored in Reſolution Bay, 
after a long diſagreeable paſſage of fifty days. Our rigging terng _ * 
no in a bad flate, it was neceſſary to get it on deck. I hall 
only remark, that on getting the fore ſhrouds down, we found 
two of them gone, ſo that, had we been on the Rarboard rack, 
inſtead of the larboard, during the pales we had in this paſſage, we 
| muſt have been diſmaſted. O chat cauſe of gratitude for all His 
kindneſs to us! We no ſooner arrived, chen we were viſited by 
many of the natives, and amongſt them the Chief, whom, after a 


few 
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few viſits, we gave to underſtand that the two Miſſionaries were to 
ſtay with him. On hearing this he could not contain himſelf, but 
jumped about the cabin for joy. He ſaid they ſhould have a 
houſe, and that they ſhould never want while he had to give, 
which we have reaſon to believe will be the caſe. The young lad 
Crook went immediately with the Chief, but Harris ſtaid on 
board to get the things ready, as he ſaid; however, I am ſorry to 
ſay in this place, that though he was the firſt th: t propoſed coming 
to theſe iſlands, and was the cauſe of two others not coming, he 
ſeemed now to have loft his Miſſionary ſpirit, which was viſible to 
every one, though he denied it. After a little time he went on 
ſhore, but with ſuch a gloomy countenance, that the natives ſoon 
took a diſlike to him; the young lad, on the contrary, was chear- 
ful and obliging, ſo that the whole village was remarkably fond 
of him. This — the caſe, I was under the neceſſity of carry- 
ing Harris back to Otaheite. I would have brought Crook away 
likewiſe, but he begged to be left, which was agreed to; and I 
| have no doubt but = will prove a blefling to thoſe poor, good 
natured Heathens. = | | 
Having now refitted our rigging, ſupplied Crook with every 


thing needful, we took an affectionate leave of each other, and 


. failed for Otaheite the 27th of June. In eur way, we took a view 
of Trevenen's, and Sir Henry Martin's Iſlands, and arrived in 
Matavia the 6th of July, when I found them all well in health, 
with one more in number than I left, Mrs. Henry being delivered 
of a fine girl. They had differed among themſelves, which I 
endeavoured to make up. I began dividing the property, which 
I found a very diſagreeable taſk : this took up all the time I 
was here, and I got through it apparently much to their fſatisfac- 
tion. | 2 
Having now completed our buſineſs, we took leave of our 
dear friends and the kind natives, the 4th of Auguſt ; touched at 
Huahine, which was in a dreadful ſtate owing to their wars. From 
this we made Palmerſton Iſland, and planted bread fruit, plantains, 
and Ava trees; and on the 18th of Auguſt anchored off Tonga- 
taboo, nearly in our old birth, where we were ſoon viſited by our 
dear people, who informed us they were all well (except one), 
and how the Lord had preſerved them from the machinations of 
their countrymen, who had done all in their power to make the 
Poor heathens deſtroy them, and that ſome of them had ſeparated 
with a view to counteract their villainous plots. During my ſtay, 
Meſſrs. Buchanan and Galton went to live with another Chief, 
which I truſt will not only be the means of gaining their affec- 
tions, but will likewiſe facilitate the knowledge of the language, 
which is of the greateſt importance. After doing every thing in 
our power for them with the Chiefs, and dividing the articles, we 
rted with many tears on both ſides. I brought away Mr, Nobbs, 
by their advice, as he had not his health from the time he landed. 
Our intention was now to touch at the Fegee iſlands, and, if poſ- 
- fable, to have ſome intercourſe with the natives, On the 7th of 


September 
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September we left Tontagaboo, and on the gth, in the evening, - 


made the Fegees; but after fix days toil, trying to find anchotage, 


| we were under the neceſſity of quitting them without finding any, 


or having any intercourſe with the natives; yet not before we 
ſtruck on a coral rock, but got off without receiving any damage. 
I believe no iſlands in the world are ſo hemmed in with dangerous 
recfs. We got into the middle of them, and we have reaſon to 
be thankful we got out in the manner we did. In fteering to the 
weſtward we made the iſland Ruttuma, had a little intercourſe 
with the natives, who ſeem to be of the ſame race with the Friendly 
Iſlanders ; they talk the ſame language, and their canoes are of 
the ſame conſtruction. From this we intended making the beſt of 
our way to the Pelews, but, from variable winds and calms, we did 
not reach them till the 7th of November; and then, from the ſtormy 


therefore, after a little intercouſe with the natives, we 

on our way to this port, with a view to ſend you intelligence, if 
poſſible, by the firſt ſhip. We found on our arrival at Macao, 
which was the 21ſt of November, that we could not proceed to 


Wampoo, without an authority from the H becauſe we had 
no cargo. Finding a ſhip had been detained a month, I went to 


Canton, by which means we got permiſſion, The 14th day an- 


chored at Wampoo. There are three of the laſt 54 — ready 


for ſea, but I prefer ſending you this by a Dani re are 
four dire& ſhips: arrived. My nephew received a few lines from 
-you and Mr. Fenn, but I have not received any ; three of the 


packets are not yet up, and I could not think of loſing this oppor- 


tunity. 


* This brief relation, I hope, will be fatisfaftory to all our dear - 
friends, but you muſt make great allowance for the writer : ſhall 


conclude with only obſerving, that as our work has been great, 
having been eleven months out of fourteen at ſea, the wear, &c. 
of ſails has been in proportion. We never ſplit a ſail, nor carried 
away a maſt, The ſeamen and officers are in the ſhip, all well, 
except William Tucker, ſeaman, who ran from the ſhip I can 
give you no idea when we ſhall leave this place. To me it is the 
worſt part of the voyage, having to aſſociate with the profeſſed 
enemies of my Lord, and frequently I am the butt of the whole 
com | 


| oy the Lord inereaſe your zeal, and preſent you with ſuch 


inftruments as he will own and bleſs. This is, ever will be, 


the fincere prayer of, 
Dzan Sta, | 
Your aſſbctionate Servant, | 
| J. WILSON. 
Canton, Dec. 16, 1797. 
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P. S. The following M. Gonaries were left at the Friendly Iſlands, 


by which you will know the Names of thoſe left at Otaheite. 


J. BUCHANAN, W. SHELLY, J. WILKINSON, . 
D. BOWELL, S. KELSO, COOPER, 
'S. HARPER, G. VEASON, GAL TON. 


I brought with me from the Friendly Iſlands, Nobbs, from his 
bad ſtate of nn, and Dr. Gillam, from Orabeite. | 


Wa 
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Mr. John Allday, Carliſle-ſtreet, Soho. | 
Rev. Jof. Brookſbank, Glouceſter Terrace, Hoxton. 
Mr. Robert Campbell, Marybone-ſtreet, Golden S NE 
Mr. William Clark, High ſtreet, Southwark. 
Robert Cowie, Eſq. Iſlington. 
Henry Cox, Eſq Redman's Row, Mile End. 
Rev. George Durant, Spital Square. 
Samuel Favell, Eſq. 'Tooley-ſtreet, Southwark. 
John Fenn, Eſq. Cornhill, 
Samuel Foyfter, 57 'Fottenham-ftreet. 
George Gaviller, Ef, . New Road, St. George's in FA TY 
Mr. —— Gouger, Newgate ſtreet. 
Rev. Dr. ee Northampton Chapel, Spa Fields. 
James Hamilton, M. D. Artillery Place, Moorfields, 
Steven Hough, Eſq. Taviſtock ſtreet, Bedford- ſquares 
Rev. Rowland Hill, M. A. Surry Chapel. 
Rev. John Humphreys, Newington Butts. 
* Hardcaftle, Eſq. Treaſurer, Dack's F oot-lane, Thames 
rect. 
Mr. Thomas Hawkes, Piccadilly. 
Mr. — Hodgfon, Mark-Jane. 
Rev. George Jerment, Weſton Place, Pancras, 
Kev. Joel Ab. Knight, Sommer's Town. 
Rey. Wm. Maurice, London Road, St. George s Fields. 
Iames Neale, Eſq. St. Paul's Church Yard. 
Rev. Wm. Nicol, Edgware Road, 
Mr. James Nelfon, Park-lane. by 
Rev. William Francis Platt, Holywell Mount. 
John Rainier, Eſq. London Fields, Hackney. 
Rev. John Reynolds, Hoxton-fquare, 
Joſeph Reyner, Eſq. Duck's Foot-lane, 6 
William Shrubſole, Eſq. Old ſtreet Road. 
William Sims, Eſq. Stepney. 
Rev. James Steven, I hornhaugh. ſtreet, 
Rev. John Townſend, Rotherhite. 8 
John Walcot, Eſq. Greenwich. 5 
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Rev. Alexander Waugh, M. A. Saliſbury Place, Marybone. 
Rev, Matthew Wilks, Old-ftreet Road, Hoxton. 

Mr. David Whitaker, Hackney, _ wa 

Joſeph Wilſon. 2 Milk-ftreet, Cheapſide. | 
Rev. William Winkworth, St. Saviour's, Southwark, 
George Erneſt Wolff, Eſq America-ſquare, Minories. 
Mr, 23 Yockney, Bedford - ſtreet. | 


THE COUNTRY. 


Rev. J. Bailey, Clavering. George Livius, Eſq. Bedford. 
Geo. Bell, Wooler, Northum. Mr. M*-Dowel, Falmouth. 
Jehoiada Brewer, Birming ; Minchin, Eſq. Goſport. 
David Bogue, M. A Goſport. Rev. S. Mends, Ply mouth. 

S. Bottomley, Scarbro'. Herbert Mends, ditto. 


George Burder, Coventry. Moody, Warwick. 

T. Charles, Pala, Merionethſn. Edward Parſons, Leeds. 

P. S. Charrier, Lancaſter. — Phillips, Norwich. 

or h Cockin, Halitax. William Roby, Mancheſter, 
. Davidſon, Newcaſtle, John Mead Ray, Sudbury: 

— Douglas, Reading. John Saltren, Bridport. 

S. Greatheed, NewportPagnel, | Slatterie, Chatham, 


— Gill, Market Harb. Leiceſ. onathan Scott, Matlock. 
John Hey, Briftol. Mr. Robert Spear, Mancheſter. 
homas Jackſon, Warmiſter. William Skinner, Briſtol. 
ye Jefferſon, Baſingſtoke, Walter Taylor, Eſq. Southam. 
av. Jones, Llangan;- Wales. Rev; George Weſt; M. A. Stoke, 
— Kirkpatrick, Sutton, in near Guildford. 
Aſhfield, Northamptonſh. Ed. Williams, D. D. Rotherh. 
W. Kingſbury, M. A. Southam. Captain J. Wilſon, 
S. Lowell, Woodbridge, Suf. Rev. — Wood, Rowell, Northam. 
George Lambert, Hull. John Blackhall, Berwick, 
R. Little, Henley Green, Staff. 5 


SCOTLAND, 

Rev. Kenneth Bayne, Greenock. Rev. J. Mackindlay, Kilmarnock. 
James Black, Dundee, Mr, James Mackenzie, Glaſgow. 
G. Cowie, Huntly. Rev. Auguſt. Macintoſh, Tain. 
A, Duncanſon, Airdrie, James Roſs, Aberdeen, 

Tho. Fleming, Kirkaldie. ohn Smart, Stirling. 
Collin Gillies, Paiſley. ames Somerville, ditto. 
Robert Hall, Kelſo. alter Tait, Lundie. 

Robert Haldaine, Eſq. Airthrey. | 


IRELAND, 


— Chambers, Eſq. Dublin. Rev. Gora Hamilton, Armagh. 
Rev. — MDowel, D. D. ditto» J. Walker, M. A. Dublin. 
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Rev. J. F. Vanderkemp, M. D. 
 —— Macauley, Eſq, Governor of Sierra Leons. 
Rev, J. Clark, Chaplain, ditto. 
Baron Van Shirnding, of Dobryluk, Saxony, 
The Preſident of the Religious Society at Baſle, in Switzerland. 
The Den aeg of the Miſſionary Society at New York, in 
erica, 
The Preſident of the Miſſionary Society at ConneRicut, ditto. 
The Preſident of the Miſſionary Society at Rotterdam. 
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SERMON LI. 
85 ISAIAH ii. 2, 3. 

It tall come to paſs in the laſt Days, that the Mountain 
of the Lord's Houſ be eſtabliſhed on the Ta of 
the Mountains, aus be exalted above the Hills; 
and all Nations ſhall flow unto it. And many People 

fall go and ſay, Come ye, and let us go u to the 
Mountain of the Lord, to the Houſe of the God of 
Jacob; and he will teach us of is Ways, and we 

will walk in his Paths: for out of Zion ſhall go forth 
the Law, and the Word of the Lord from Feruſalem. 


By the good Providence of God we are met to- 
gether to promote a deſign which has for ſome time 
occupied our thoughts; a deſign which we truſt is 
according to the pleaſure of God, and will be at- 
tended by his powerful bleſſing. At a period when 
commotions agitate the earth, and the meſſengers 
of the nations are ſeeking the welfare of the ſeveral 
countries. to which they belong ; we meet in the 
name of the Lord, to conſult the advancement of 
the Mediator's Kingdom ; to inquire what the 
Scriptures ſay on ſo important a ſubje&; and to 
increaſe that holy zeal which ought to diſtinguiſh 
men who have in view an evangelical miſſion. We 
bleſs God for the liberty we enjoy to concert mea- 
ſures for ſo deſirable an object, for the unanimity 
which has hitherto prevailed, and for the great en- 
couragement which has been given to this under- 
taking; and we humbly pray that all our future 
deliberations, and exertions, may be under his 
guidance whoſe grace we implore. 33 
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Amidſt our concern for general good, and the 
promotion of the common cauſe, let us not forget 
ourſelves. Our attendance here, on this occaſion, 
carries in it the idea of the importance of ſalvation, 
and the neceſſity of a change of heart. If we could 
ſend the goſpel round the world; if it could prevail 
to bring down every ſpecies of falſe worſhip, to 
obtain a general profeſſion of the truth, and the 
greateſt uniformity of ſentiment ; unleſs men were 
the ſubjects of this change, the great object would 
not be attained. Nor cangg ourſelves enter into 
the true deſign and ſpirit en of this ſort, 

unleſs we are regenerated. The principles of our 
education may appear to us important. and, from a 

conviction of their excellency, we may feel a ſtrong 
deſire that they may be more generally known. 
The knowledge we have of the deplorable igno- 
rance, vaſſalage, and calamity, which prevail in 
ſeveral parts of the world, may excite in us a deſire 
to ſend the Goſpel to thoſe parts, as the beſt means 
of bringing them into a more free and happy ſtate: 
But unleſs we have ſome experimental acquaintance 
with the ſaving operations of divine grace, we can- 
not enter fully into the miſerable ſtate of men as. 
ſinners, nor fncerely defire their converſion. No 
natural ,man has thoſe feelings which are purely- 
ſpiritual; nor is it poſſible for any man tg feel more 
Fe others, in reference to eternity, than he feels for 
himſelf. Permit me then to aſk, are the friends of 
the Miſſionary Inſtitution themſelves really convert- 
ed? And are our 1 1 and exertions, 1 | 
by love to God for what he has done for us; and 
by pity to our fellow creatures who are in the ſame 

' ſtate from which we have been extricated ? 

I ſpeak to men who, I truſt, have been long em- 

loyed in promoting the ſalvation of ſinners, accord- 
ing to their different abilities, and opportunities, 

\ You, my Reverend Brethren and Fathers, have 
had theſe momentous matters long upon your 
minds. For this purpoſe you have been raiſed up; 
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and ſent forth. God has qualified you for his ſer- 
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Vice, placed you in your reſpeRtive ſituations, and © 


given you his ſpecial affiſtance to this day. For 
this purpoſe you have ſtudied the holy Scripture 

and brought forth, from time to time, the moſ 
convincirig arguments: There are many now in 
the preſence of God who haye felt the powers of 


the world to come; and whoſe hearts have received 


the love of the truth, You have followed the la- 
bours of your miniſters with your prayers. In the 
Houſe of God, in yo! nilies, and cloſets, your 
ſincere deſire has been the kingdom of Chriſt 


might come; and that many of thoſe among whom 


you live might enter into its privileges, and breathe 
its genuine ſpirit. - By theſe means much has been 
done among ourſelves. The little one has become a 
thouſand, and the ſmall one a ſtrong nation. 232 


* 
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Now we propoſe to promote the ſame. object 


on a larger ſcale. From a view of the ſtate of the 


world, with reſpect to religion, we ſee how many 


countries, and kingdoms, there are, ſitting in dark- 


neſs and the region of the ſhadow of death; where 


chriſtianity" is not profeſſed ; where the name of 


Chriſt is not known; and where the Scriptures have 
never been read. How ſhall they call upon him 
of whom they have not heard ? Should we not have 
Pity on thoſe parts of the world on which the true 
light has not. ſhone?! Look back to the times of 
your anceſtors, to the ignorance and barbarity of 
this Iſland. Were not our predeceſſors mere painted 


ſavages, wild and ſuperſtitious? But God had a 
favour to beſtow. on this land. He pitied theit 


ignorance, was moved with compaſſion at their 
diſtreſs, and ſent his word to recover them. Thi 
Goſpel, which we have long enjoyed, has been o 


* 


invaluable ſervice, and raiſed us, in point of priwi- 


lege and eminence, above many other countries. 
True grace wiſhes no monopoly. Tbe Goſpel, like 


the ſun, has light and heat enough for the whole 
world. Why do we then fit till? View the va 
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full of dry bones; there are very many, and behold 
they are very dry! The Lord knows whether this 
be the time that they ſhall live. However, if his 
| es mg opens the way to propheſy upon them, 
et us attend to that direction. 

In all we undertake of a religious kind, there 
are ſeveral things which muſt ſtrike the mind of a 
thinking man, and which have no doubt engaged 
rſt 


the attention of the Miſſionary Society. The 
is, whether the objed ofed is according to the 

wwill of God. This is e vecefiry for 

unleſs we are fully ſatisfis n that head, we cannot 
go on with ſpirif, nor expect ſuceefs. But beſide 


this, it ſhould be aſked, what reaſon there is for 


ſuppoſing that rhe time fixed upon for bringing for- 
ward the object is a proper one, and whether it be 
the ſeaſon in which the concern is at all likely to 
ſucceed. Suppoſing a man is ſatisfied as to both 
theſe, he will ſtill 41. what are the beſt means for 
bringing the deſign into effect? Theſe enquiries 

will no doubt produce another; how can any man 

ſatisfy his mite as to the objett and time of what is 
deſigned to be done? What courſe muſt he take to 
eme to any ſatisfactory concluſion? In anſwer to this, 
it may be ſaid in general, that no information is tobe 
expected inconſiſtent with the tenor of the Divine 

roceedings. The beſt way of judging ſeems to be 
by prophecies and events. The things foretold will 


determine our thoughts in refpeCt to our object, and - 


the events which happen will be perhaps our beſt 
guide in point of time. Both thefe together will 
indicate what means are neceſſary and proper: 
thus the way will be clear, and our minds will be 
o r bus. tots 
Iphere are ſeveral ideas connected with our tex 
at which it may be ſufficient, at preſent, only to 
Fance. We take it for granted that the fubje& of 
it is ſpiritual, referring to the enlargement of Chriſt's 
kingdom. The recital of the paſſage would be 
enough to prove this. The *6vangelical 1 
i SEN IM 3 -. Reems 
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ſeems to have had more enlarged views of this ſubs 
than any of his brethren. Wrapped up in ſpi- 
ritual meditation, and anticipating the glory of the 
latter day, he here declares the ſucceſs of the Goſ- 
pel, and mentions the nations of the world to which 
it ſhall find its way, It is equally plain, by a com- 1 
parifon of things with what is here ſaid; that the 7 
text has never yet been fully accompliſhed: - That 3 
it has been fulfilled in part none will deny. The 
word of the Lord has gong forth, and been received 
by ſeveral nations alrei me of which were not 
known in the times of Mh; and the effects here 
recited have been produced, both by the Miniſtry 
of the Apoſtles, and by other Miniſters ſince: "But 
whatever has been the gracious effect of the word 
hitherto, we have never ſeen the whole of what is 
here expreſſed. In what age of the world have 
men eyer beaten their ſwords into plough ſhares; or 
their ſpears into pruning hooks ? When did they 
ever diſcontinue either to learn or to practiſe the 
art of war, as the fourth verſe expreſsly ſays the7 
ſhall do when this paſſage has its Full accompliſhs 
ment? From hence it appears that the text is par- 
ticularly adapted to our purpoſe. The ſubject of ĩt 
is what we have in contemplation. It refers to our 
own times, the times of the Goſpel Diſpenſation 3 
and being never fully accompliſhed, it is at this 
day as great an encouragement to faith and prayer 
as it was at the time it was firſt delivered. © What 
we defign further %ñ;ĩ?ꝭĩẽ IDES. 
I. To make a few general obſervations, imme 
diately connected with the text as a Prophecy, re- 
lating to the ſpread of the Goſpel; and, -- ĩ 
II. By a more particular inveſtigation of its ſeve- 
ral parts, to point out the means by which that 
general ſpread ſhall-take place, ee. 
We obſerve, iſt, That the concerns of Chriſt» 
ianity; the general ſpread of the Goſpel at a future 5 
period; and the ſalvation of ſinners thereby, are. 4 
objects of the gracious deſigns of God. The docs 
trine of the divine 1 in general, we need not 
F 2 now 


* 


* 9 


44 © GoD's DECLARED DESIONS -- - 


now attempt to eſtabliſn; ſuffice it to ſay, n Ag 
worketh all things according to the counſels of his own 
will, It has always been thought prudent in men 
_ deliberately to adviſe, and to ſettle their plans be- 
fore they proceeded to action. The end is firſt pro- 
poſed, and then the means are appointed for bring: 
ing that end about; and the whole being fully: 
arranged is finally fixed. Surely that cannot be 
unwiſe. in the conduct of God which is thought ſo 
roper and neceſſary f the ſchemes of men. If 


God has no deſign, the Had of the Goſpel, and 

the ſalvation of man, mM be left to mere contin- 
gency, or fortuitous events; and as men are ſo 
depraved, and ſo much averſe by nature to theſe 
things, there is not the ſmalleſt probability, upon 
this principle, that they would ever come to paſs. 
Whatever therefore- takes place in this world, in 
reference to ſpiritual concerns, was firſt in the kind 


deſign and intention of God from everlaſting. All 


his proceedings, in raiſing up Miniſters to carry the 


| Goſpel abroad, in giving it ſucceſs, and in forming 


a people for his praiſe, are according to his mercy 
in Chriſt Jeſus before the world began. May we 
not then be encouraged to hope that our feeble 
endeavours, to bring theſe deſigns into effect, will 
pe owned by his bleſſing? d 
This Prophecy diretts our views to the extent and 
glory pf the Mediator's Empire; but a Divine Pro- 
phecy muſt have a reſpect to Divine determination, 
and be founded upon it. It is abſolutely neceſſary that 
the thing foretold ſhould come to paſs; not only in 
the ſubſtance of the prediction, but alſo in all its 
particular girgumſtances. On this diſtinguiſhing 
criterion the truth of it depends. If any failure 
ſhould happen, in the ſmalleſt inſtance, it would 

rove the whole not to be of God; but if the thing 
foretold does comes to paſs, it muſt be either by 
chance, or according to -previous determination 
on the part of the Deity. There ſeems. to be 
no poſſibility of ſuppoſing it can come to paſs in 
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any other way. Chance is an idea inadmiſſible; 
when we treat of thoſe things which are at all 
under the direction of God. Can we ſuppoſe that 
the honour of Deity, the ee of his nature, 
and the truth of what the 

be ſuſpended on caſual events? The truth of Pro- 

hecy has always been conſidered as the baſis of our 
E aith in a Divine Revelation; and this fort is im- 
pregnable; none of our Infidels have been able to 
make the leaſt impreſſion 5 it to this day: is it 


poſſible then to imagigg hat the very foundation 
on which Chriſtianity „ ſhould be ſo far weak- 
ened as to reſt on human contingencies? If we 
think at all conſiſtently with either the perfections 
of God, or our wn hopes, we muſt reject every 

idea of chance, We ſhall feel our ground muc 
more firm, if we admit the Divine purpoſe. as the 
ſecurity of our faith. It is on the ſtrength of his 
own unalterable deſigns, and uncontroulable power, 
that he calleth things which are not as:though they 
were. So certain are things to happen, exactly as 
the Prophets have faid, that in the view of God, 
who is never diſappointed, they are confidered as 

already accompliſhed. - . 5 
As the moſt material parts, the ſalvation of man, 
and the ſpread of the Goſpel, are objects of the 
purpoſe of God; ſo are the means by which, and 
the times when, they ſhall happen. Prophecies re- 
late to circumſtances as well as things. The times 
and ſeaſons indeed are not known to us till the 
events reveal them; but they are known to God in 
their orderly and regular courſe, He knows when 
the light of his word will ſet upon one country, and 
riſe upon another. The Meſſage of Salvation is to 
be carried to the. nations in its ſeaſon. The times 
of mens' ignorance are now winked at; but when. 
the time to fayour them is come, they will be com- 
manded to repent. Did we know certainly the 
dates of the Prophecies, and how to calculate their 
times, we might be certain as to the particular pe- 
b 1 riods 


criptures foretel, would 
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riods when the Goſpel ſhould flouriſh in different 

places; but they are written in a myſtic character, 
and we are not ſufficiently fkilled in the chronology 
of Heaven, fully to aſcertain their precife times of 
accompliſhment. Perhaps it was never deſigned we 
ſhould. There is enough ſaid to encourage our 
Faith and Prayer; but not to fatisfy our curioſity. 
Many have failed in their calculations, and there- 
fore we ſhould ſpeak with diffidence. The mind 
of man is apt to anticipate; but the Lord's time 


| "Theſe thoughts are paMCularly pleaſing as they 
reſpect the ſpread of the Goſpel. We go on certain 
round, having the will of God to direct our ſteps, and 
ts unchangeable purpoſe to encourage our hearts. 
It is not a matter of accident whether the word of 
the Lord ſhall have free courſe: no; it ſhall moſt 
aſſuredly obtain, both in its glory and power. It is 
the pleaſurg of God committed to the management 
of his Son, and the event is certain to bring that 
leaſure into effect. Brethren, let us take courage 
Unworthy as we are in ourſelves, and deſpicable: as 
we may be in the eyes of men, we defign what 
God himſelt has deſigned before us. Our purpoſes 
are what have already occupied his attention, and 
the pleaſure of our proſpects is, in part, what our 
Heavenly Father has already felt. I do not mean 
to ſay that the places we have in view, or the means 
we uſe, are according to the * of God; or 
that this is the time when the Goſpel: ſhall more 
generally prevail. No man can enter ſo far into 
the arcana of Heaven, and, on the other hand, no 
man can tell they are not; but I mean that our ob- 
ect is according to God's deſign. What have we 
in view? Is it aggrandizement? Is it to be enrolled 
in the regiſter of fame ? Or to obtain worldly emo - 
luments? We propoſe nobler ends, and much more 
worthy a Chriſtian Miſſion. Our deſign is to ſend 
the Goſpel, to have ſinners converted to God, and 
brought to Heaven. Are not theſe objects accord- 
„ | ing 
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ing to the purpoſes of God? Purpoſes long ſince 
formed, and never changed to this hour. Who can 
ſay that the 3 of the Miſſionary Society are 
not in uniſon with the deſigns of Gd? 
Adly. The deſigns of God reſpecting the advance- 
ment of Chriſtianity, and the ſpread of the Goſpel, 
are exhibited to us in the Prophecies of the Scrips 
ture. Whatever God has purpoſed in himſelf is 
ſecret to man, till it. is made known in certain ways, 
which his wiſdom ſees beſt for our inſtruction. This 
myſtery was kept ſecret fronfWhe foundation of the world, 
Tut is now made muaniſeſt by the writings of the Prophets, 
according to tie commandment of the ever/afting God, 
This was the way he choſe: for the diſcovery of his 
grace, and it -was:the-beſt way, becauſe it was an 
encouragement to thoſe who received theſe teſtimo- 
nies of Tis love; and laid the foundation for faith 
and prayer to all melt eu N till the things 
foretold ſhould come to pafs: 'Fheſe Praphecies 
are many, and various, and were introduced as the 
circumſtances of the Church required ; but taken 
, eolleCtively, they comprehend the whole of what 
ſnall happen in it tilt the ſecond coming of Chriſt. 
In this view we are to conſider them as the coun- 
terpart of the purpoſes of God. The Holy Spirit, 
to whom the deſigus of God were manifeſt, im- 
prefſed the minds of the Prophets with a full and 
adequate idea of what they were to deliver; by his 
unerring direction they ſpake as they were moved, 
and therefore the ſentiments which they advance 
muſt be a faithful tranſcript of the Divine mind. 
Let us attend to ſome of thoſe things Which the 
writings of the Prophets contain on this ſubject. It | 
may be taken for granted, that what they delivered, 
; which\did not immediately refer to their own times 
and concerns, had a ſpecial reſpect to the New 
 Teſtament-Church..+ This is plain from St. Peter's 
account; Dito whom it was revealed, that not mug 
themſelves, but unto us, they did minifter the things which 
are u0w refiorted unto you. = 
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The Prophets ſpeak of more happy times, and 
of a more flouriſhing ſtate of things in ſome future 
Period, than had ever obtained in their ie Fm Many 
paſſages in the Book of Ifaiah are expreſsly to this 
Purpoſe. The wilderneſs and the ſolitary filace ſtall be 
glad for them ; and the deſart ſhall rejoice, and bloſſom 
as the roſe. It ſhall bloſſom abundantly, and rejoice even 
with joy and ſinging; the glory of Lebanon ſhall be given 
to it, and the excellency of Carmel and Sharon; they ſtall 
fee the glory of the Lord, and the excellency of our God: 
Thou haſt been forſaken, and no man bas gone through 
thee ; but I will make thee an eternal excellency, and the 
Joy of many generations. The ſixtieth chapter is wholly 
on this ſubject. Inſtead of that gloomineſs and dif- | 
treſs, with which the Church had been oppreſſed 
under its perſecutors, there is a time pointed out 
when things ſhould wear a very different aſpect, 
and the tide of her felicity ſhould flow in upon 
her. Ye fhall go out with joy, and be led forth with 
finging, and the trees of the wood ſhall clas their 
Fandr. They had been formerly divided by feuds 
and animoſities among themſelves, and deſolated 
with wars by their enemies ; but all theſe evils it is 
foretold ſhould ceaſe, and Zion ſhall: become à quiet 
habitation, a ſure reſting gue 821 175 
-- The burden of their ſong is the kingdom of Chriſt. 
On this their hearts were ſet, and of it they moſt 
generally ſpeak. This is the ſubje& of David and 
the Prophets. The Pſalms are full of it from one 
end to the other. Read the ſecond, the forty- 
fifth, the ſeventy-ſecond, and the hundred and tenth, 
All the circumſtances attending it are minutely 
mentioned; its commencement and extent; themul- 
titude and quality of its ſubjects, as well as its glory 
and continuance. In the days of theſe kings ſhall the God 
/ Heaven ſet up a kingdom that ſhall never be deſtroyed : 
and the kingdom ſhall not be left to (ther peofile ; but it 
hall break in pieces and conſume all theſe kingdoms, and 
i fhall ſtand for ever. He ſhall give unto him the throne 
of his Father David, and he fhall reign over the houſe 
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bf Jacbb for ever; and of his kingdom there ſhall be no 
end. Solomon's kingdom was very large, through 
the conqueſts of his predeceſſor; but it iz Bret 
that the empire of Chriſt ſhould be_much larger, 
Aſt of me, and I will give thee the Heathen for thine 
mnheritance, and the uttermaſi parts of the earth for thy 
poſſeſſion. His dominion ſhall be from ſea to ſea, and 
from the rivers to the ends of the earth. Of the in- 
ereaſe of his Government and peace there ſhall be no end. 
The people who will not ſerve him ſhall periſh. He 
muſt rule the lands abroad, either by the rod of his 
mouth, or the ſceptre of his love. The kingdom 
of Chriſt has hitherto conſiſted of the lower orders 
of men, and of theſe there have not been very 
many, but it is intimated, that, in both theſe re- 
ſpects, the caſe ſhall be far otherwiſe. When the 
Lord diſplays his grace, his glory will be ſeen on 
the church. The Gentiles ſhall then come to her light, 
and kings to the brightneſs of her riſing. The abun- 
dance of the ſea ſhall be converted. Mey fhall come in 
multitudes on camels and_dromedaries, laden with gold 
and fitver, yea the ſons of ſtrangers ſhall rome being led 
by their kings flying as clouds and as doves to their 
Windows. 


To fulfil theſe prediftions, there are others which 
more particularly refer to the means by which theſe 
things are to be brought about. The miniſtry of the 
goſpel, and the bleſſings of grace, are introduced 
in the prophets in a very lively manner. He ſhall 

rome down like rain on the mown graſs, as ſhowers that 
water the earth, It ſhall come to paſs, in the laft days, 
that the mountains ſhall dra down new wine, and the hills 
Jhall flow with milk ; and all the rivers of Judah ſhall 
low with waters. How were theſe bleſſings to be 
_ communicated? Even this, as well as the things 
' themſelves, is the work of e Redeemer. When 
he aſcended on high he received gifts for men, to fur- 
niſh them for the work of the miniſtry, and to fill 
them with holy zeal for his cauſe. And accord- 
ingly this was the caſe. ' Mien he gave the word 
Vor. II bs G 5 tere 
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there were multitudes to publiſh it. Men ſhall call tiem 
 » the minifters of our God, who were before employed 
in the common ſeryices of life. When the waters 
roſe, there were fiſhes on the banks. How beauti- 

, Ju] on the mountains are the feet of them who publiſh 
the goſpel of freace! With theſe ideas are con- 
netted gracious aſſurances, that the means which 
are uſed ſhall not be in vain. As the ſnow and the: 
rain come down from heaven, and return not thither 
till they have watered the earth ; ſo ſhall my word be 
that goeth forth in its ſeaſon, it ſhall not return to me 
void, but it ſhall accompliſh the end for which I ſend it. 
God ſhall /o make ready a peofile prepared for the 
Tc lat as ſoon as they hear of him they ſhall obey. 
For there ſhall be a more plentiful effuſion of the 
holy ſpirit. Grace will be granted equal to the 
means enjoyed. It /hall come to paſs, that I wilt 
pour out my ſfririt upon all fleſh, Whatever means 
are uſed, the agency of the ſpirit muſt perform 
the great work; and bleſſed be God, we have 
reaſon to expect his aſſiſtance, for it is ſaid, my 
ſhirit that is upon thee, ſhall not depart out of thy 
mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy ſeed, nor out of the 
mouth of thy ſeeds ſeed from henceforth and for ever. 
 Thefe gracious deſigns of God have been al- 
ready fulfilled in part. The goſpel had a con- 
ſiderable ſpread in the times F the Apoſtles. 
Theſe holy men carried the meſſage of mercy from 
God, and many received it, both among Jews and 
Gentiles. The ſpirit was fioured but from on high and 
the wilderneſs and the ſolitary filaces became glad. 
Churches were formed of men converted From 

the error of their ways, and the kingdom of 

Chriſt was conſiderably enlarged, Since that time, 
God has not left himſelf without witneſs of his 
power in other parts: Germany, Holland, and 
America, have ſeen confiderable revival, and felt 
the influence of the truth. Theſe evidences of the 
divine goodneſs are ſufficient to convince us, that 
God is not unmindful of his word, and that he has 

| not, 
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not, at any period, diſcontinued his work. . We 


have reaſon to be thankful for his mercy to us in 


our own days, and in our own country. The vine 
which his own hand hath planted in England. hath 
taken root, and ſpread its branches to' our cities, 


towns, and villages; and filled the Iſland with 


fruit. | 
But theſe are only the beginnings of things. 

More is yet to be done than ever has been, per- 

haps, at all times put together. The ſcriptures 


| ſeem to encourage this hope. The earth fhall be 


Full of the knowledge of God, as the waters cover - 
the ſea; all ſhall know the Lord from the leaſt to the 
greateſt, and from one extremity of the world to 


the other. Is there not then a foundation for 


much prayer and exertion? The e ought to 


ſtrengthen our faith reſpecting the future; for the 


full accompliſhment of prophecy is as ſacred to 
God as the beginning. In what he has already 
done, he has given us an example of what he 
both can and will do in time to come. His arms 
not ſhortened that he cannot ſave. Bet us look for- 


ward. The great reformer of thi world is on his 


way, nor will he ſtop his progreſs, till he has 


given the ends of the earth a demonſtrative proof 


of his love and power. P ; 99 85 
3. The concerns of Chriſtianity, and the ſpread 

of the goſpel, being according to the purpoſe of 
God, and revealed by the prophets, ſhall certainly 
come to paſs, So our text politively declares. 
This certainty might be argued from many con- 
ſiderations. The permanency of the divine pur- 
poſe will not allow us to doubt. His counſel ſhalt 


7 fand, and he will do all his en. In every other 


concern this has been the caſe, and ſurely he will 
not fail in this which is ſo near his heart. There 


hall be a fierformance.of thoſe things which have been 


_foretold. Sooner ſhall heaven and earth paſs away 
than one jot or tittle of the ſcriptures fail; theſe 


teſtimopies of the Lord are ſure, All the perfec- 
8 1 8 2 tions 
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tions of the divine nature ſtand engagedinthis affair. 
The changes which take place in the world are 
wonderful to us, who ſee not his ways in the great 
deep; but in the final iſſue of things, we ſhall 
underſtand that the wheels of Providence have 
moved in the track of prophecy, and brought the 
whole exactly to the point deſigned. The faithful- 
neſs of God to his ſon is a further confirmation of 
this idea. The mediator engaged in his work 
under certain promiſes of reward. F he would 
pour out his 7 gre unto death he was to ſee his ſeed. The 
proſpect of this was the joy ſet before him under his 
ſufferings. His work is now finiſhed, and he 
claims his reward. He is aſking in heaven to re- 
ceive the objects of his love, and the purchaſe of 
his blood. God remembers his promiſes. Every 
circumſtance of prophecy is fully in his mind; 
and his own love, as well as his fidelity to his ſon, 
engages him to fulfil the whole, Eh 
The certain accompliſhment of prophecy may 
be urged a little farther. Let it be obſerved, that 
the only reafons why any project fails muſt be one 
or other of the following: It muſt be, either be- 
cauſe the ſcheme is laid aſide; or there cannot be 
ſufficient means obtained to fulfil it; or the ob- 
ſtructions are ſo many and powerful that it cannot 
be brought about. It would be difficult to ſuggeſt 
other cauſes of failure. Let us ſee whether any 
of theſe can poſſibly hinder the fulfilment of the 
Scriptures. | ih CERT 
Can any man ſuppoſe that the unchangeable 
God will abandon his own plan? Will he alter 
his purpoſes of mercy ? This is by no means ac- 
cording to the ideas he has given us of himſelf, or 
the views we. have of his conduct towards men. 
He is of one mind, and none can turn him. With him 
is no variableneſs, nor the leaſt ſhadow of a 
change. Did he ever recede from what he de- 
ſigned to perform? In the works of nature, the 
affairs of Providence, and the methods of grace, 
HET 5a 


* 


A MOTIVE TO HUMAN ENDEAVOURS. 53 


he has always purſued the ſame courſe. Will he. 
give up a ſcheme which always occupied his 
thoughts, and which he has continually kept in 
yiew in all that has come to paſs on the theatre of 
the earth to this hour? After he has done ſo 
much, and when the glory of the whole is about 
to be more illuſtriouſly diſplayed, will he now for- 
ſake his own favourite plan, and leave his defigns 
unfulfilled, and the prophecies without their ac- 
 compliſhment? The ſcheme of ſalvation is more 
dear to God than all his other works ; in it he has 
diſcovered more love and grace, than could pof- 
ſibly have been diſcovered in any other way. We 
may therefore ſuppoſe that he will ſooner abandon 
the earth, and even forſake heaven itſelf, than 
that he will diſcontinue the diſplays of his mercy 
in the ſalvation of finners according to the ſcrip- 
tures. | EN 

As God will never change his plan, neither can 
it ever fail for want of means to carry it on'to per- 
fection. The means neceſſary in the caſe of Miſ- 
fions are men and money. Who is to raiſe theſe 
ſupplies? Whoſe work is it? It belongs to the 
maſter to furniſh the means. God's government 
is on the ſpirits of men. If he wants inſtruments 
for his work, he can raiſe up an hoſt of ploughmen 
and mechanics, and make them as fioliſted ſhafts iu 
his quiver, If he works on their: hearts by his 

race, enlightens their minds. in the knowledge of 

hriſt, inclines their ſouls to the work, and gives 
them the tongue of the learned, the buſineſs is 
done. If ſcholars are wanted, either for real uti- 
lity or the reſpectability of the work, every univer- 
fity or ſeminary in the nation, yea in the world, is 
at his ſervice. Who called and employed the 
apoſtle Paul? Neither Paul nor his parents de- 
ſigned to promote Chriſtianity by making him a 
Ghote; and yet ſo it was in the event. We know 
not how many God is now training up in different 
places of education for Miſſionary ſervice. os 
x . | there 
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framers of it in deriſion. 


time, which is here diſtinguiſhed by the name of 
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there any thing in the diſpoſition of Paul more 
favourable to the goſpel, when he'fat at the feet 
of Gamaliel, than there is in any graduate of a co 
Jege to the work of a Chriſtian Miſfion? But God 
had need of him; he therefore changed his heart 
and employed him in his work, and, when he 


| pleaſes, he can do the ſame with any other man. 


Nor will he be at any loſs for money. He claims 

the filver and the gold as his own, and can eaſily 
employ it in his ſervice. I will conſerrate their gain 
unto the Lord, and their ſubſtance to the God of the 

ae lole earth, When the, temple was to be built, 
the people offered willingly; the work was great 
and demanded much, but there was enough pre- 
ſented and to ſpare. Surely the iſles ſhall wait for 
me, and the ſhips of Tarſhiſh, firſt to bring their 


ſons from far, their ſilver and their gold with them 


to the name of the Lord thy God. oy 
But if God will not abandon his plan, and if 
the means are at his command, may not oppoſition 
obſtruct his progreſs? Tell me ye deep read-hiſto» 
rians, what deſign of God did oppoſition ever 
hinder? Joſeph was to be exalted, ſo it was de- 
termined and foretold. But what difficulties riſe 


up to obſtruct! yet theſe very difficulties were ſo 


far from hindering the thing, that they ſeem, to 
have been abſolutely neceſſary to bring it into 
effect. The ſame might be ſaid of David's royalty, 
and of the Iſraelites coming from Egypt to Ca- 


naan. Why did the Heathen rage, and the people 
imagine a vain thing? They united their at- 
tempts, and, fooliſhly thought they could hinder 


the pleaſure of Deity; but in ſpite of all their 
exertions, God ſet his king on the holy hill of 
Zion, according to his own decree. He who fits 
in the heavens laughs at oppoſition, and holds the 
4. The deſigns of God, revealed in the prophets, 
fhall come to paſs within the limits of a certain 
2 the 
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che laſt days. This mode of ſpeaking is remark- 
able in the Old Teſtament. It is repeated over 
and over again, as if it was deſigned to engage our 
particular attention. There is ſcarcely any idea 
of ſingular importance, reſpecting goſpel times, 
that is not introduced with theſe words. A gene- 
ral deſign may be formed in the mind, and that 
deſign may occaſionally occur to the thoughts, but 
through a variety of other concerns, it may be 
ſuffered to die away ; but when a particular time 
is ſpecified, and there is a poſitive engagement 
that at that time the thing ſhall be done, though 
the period be at a conſiderable diſtance, it will 
come, and the thing deſigned will actually take 
Woes: ; | 3 | 
- It is allowed by all the expoſitors that the laſt 
days, fo often mentioned by the prophets, refer to 
the times of the Meſſiah. The diſplays of grace 
to man are diſtinguiſhed by two diſpenſations: 
one was granted to the Jews, and comprehends 
the whole time from the calling of Abraham to 
the final deſtruction of their temple, with all its 
ordinances. In the laſt part of this period, Chriſt 
came into the world. After this there was a new 
and better ſyſtem of things. Chriſtianity was eſta- 
bliſhed by the preaching of the goſpel}, and the 
. gracious operations of the holy ſpirit. This im- 
proved order of things is known by the name of 
the Chriſtian diſpenſation, and is to continue for 
ever. This is the time often ſpoken of in the 
Prophets, and foretold as the thing that ſhould 
come to paſs in the laſt days. The period fo 
called includes all the time from the days of John 
the Baptiſt to the final conſummation of all things. 
\ Theſe laft days have been running on a long time 
already, but how much longer they are to be con- 
tinued is only known to God. Within theſe 
limits all things that are written concerning the 
goſpel in the law and the prophets, all things _ 
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told by Chriſt himſelf or by the Apoſtles, ſhall cer 
tainly come to pals. _ i 
Theſe limits are very large; it becomes ne- 
eeſſary therefore to contract them a little, that we 
may have a nearer and more particular view. A 
divine of the preſent century divides the laſt days 
into three parts. The firſt part, he fays, takes in 
the miniſtry of John the Baptiſt, with whom the. 
_ Chriſtian diſpenſation commenced and the life of 
Chriſt and the Apoſttes. Theſe were the golden 
days of the church. Kings and prophets waited 
to ſee theſe days, but died without the ſight. The 
middle period takes in the riſe and reign of the 
eaſtern and weſtern anti-chriſt ; a moſt glooemy and 
trying time indeed. Here is the patience of the 
ſaints. And the laſt part commences with the pe- 


rilous times, and goes on to the deſtruction. of , 


the beaſt and his image, and the falſe prophet, 
which will introduce the latter-day; glory. | 
If this diſtinction is proper, I aſk what are the + 
ſigns of the times? In which of theſe periods are 
aur days caſt? It appears that we are not very 
far from the approach of the laſt ſcene of things. 
What are we now to expect? Bleſſed is he that 
readeth, and he that underſtandeth the things which 
are writien in this book. How is it that ye know 
not the figns of the times? Whoſo is wiſe, and he 
Hall underſtand theſe things; prudent, and he ſhall know 
them. | | 
The laſt days, it is generally thought, will be 
diſtinguiſhed by very remarkable events. Many 
of theſe are particularly mentioned by the Apoſtle 
John in the Revelation. Of the ſenſe of this book 
my underſtanding is not capable of forming a very 
perfect idea; the fulfilment of the things contained 
therein will no doubt make them much more plain 
than they are to any man at the prefent day. But 
although we cannot be certain, either reſpecting 
the things themſelves, or their time of accomphfh- 
ment; it is very evident they are matters of great 
| importance, 
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importance, and that many of them are yet to come 
to paſs. Expolitors differ widely among themſelves. 
However, we may take the liberty to ſpeak in ge- 
neral, and eſpecially ſuch things as have been com- 
monly reported among us, when we cannot be 
poſſitive as to any particular event, N 

Some of the events of the laſt times will be very 
awful indeed. Among theſe we may mention 
the ſpread of infidelity, of which the ſcriptures 
take particular notice. Men the ſon of man cometh. 
to avenge his people of their adverſaries, all he 
find faith on the earth? Theſe things ſhall not come to 
paſs unleſs there is a falling away fir from the 
doctrines, ſpirit, and practice of Chriſtianity. It 
is foretold by Peter, tat in the laſt times there ſhall 
come [coffers walking after their own luſts, and ſaying 
where. is the promiſe of his. coming? How far our 
own times exemplify theſe paſſages, I leave you to 

judge. In every age there have been too many of 
this ſpirit; but perhaps there were never more than 
1 87 3 . 
General wars and tumults in the world have 
been reckoned another ſign of the commencement 
of the laſt times. What can be the deſign of the 
woe trumpets, and the pouring out of the vials? 
I do not ſay to what particular places and things 
they refer, but according to all I have read, their 
ſubje& is war and deſolation, and their time of 
pouring out is not far from that which is here 
ſtated. Indeed if the laſt days, or the concluding 
period of them, take in the perilous times and the; 
deſtruction of anti-chriſt, there muſt neceſſarily be 
great tumult and confukon. This will happen 
with confuſed noiſe and garments rolled in blood. 
The riſe of theſe powers was with great commo- 
tions and bloodſhed, and their ruin will be in the - 
ſame way. The blood of thouſands cryeth to GW 
for vengeance on the ſcarlet whore, and the day of | 
recompence will come. He ſhall give them blood 
to drink, for they are worthy,  _ 
H | Theſe 
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Theſe commotions, however, will end ſooner or 
later in the total ruin of Popery and Mahometa- 
niſm. This has been always thought to be a pre- 

lude of the glory of the latter day, and that it will 
be introduced when ever that takes place. _ Theſe 
are apparently the things which have let, and 
muſt be taken out of the way. The beaſt and the 
falſe prophet ſhall be caſt into the lake of fire and 
brimſtone, and they ſhall rife no more. 

In this period, great things it is ſuppoſed muſt be 
done in mercy. The glory of the latter day is ſo 
common an idea, and ſo fully expected, that it is 
in the mouth of every profeſſor, and I hope in 
their hearts alſo to pray for its coming. The 
goſpel will be more plentifully preached, and to a 
much greater extent of country, On Heathen . 
lands, which have long fat in darkneſs, the light, | 
will then ſhine. The miniſters of the ſanctuary 

will ſee eye to eye; there will he more inſtances of 

converſion; and the word, will have free courſe, run 
and be glorified. The Jes will be brought in with 
the fulneſs of the Gentiles, and there will be one fold 
and one ſhepherd. In this manner will ze children 
of God be gathered that were ſcattered abroad. After 
this it 1s probable the goſpel will find its way into 
the eaſt; Tartary, Ruſſia, China, and the Empire of 
the Great Mogul. | | 
Ass we are on the ſubjeCt of time, perhaps there 
may be no great preſumption in an humble in- 
uiry, whether we have any reaſon to expect the 
urther ſpread of the goſpel in our own days. The 
bufineſs of our preſent meeting ſeems to juſtify 
ſuch an attempt. If the appearances of things are 
altogether againſt us, and nothing can be gathered, 
either from predictions or events which in the 
judgment of charity can encourage our views, 
there ſeems to be no reaſon for a miſſion, nor any 
good ground to hope for ſucceſs. Before we pro- 
ceed to ſtate what we ſuppoſe to be favourable ap- 
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pearances, it may not be amiſs to mention our 
reaſons for propoſing the ſubject at all. | 
It has been already ſaid, and is univerſally al- 
lowed among believers in a divine revelation, that 
the prophecies have not yet had their full accom- 
pliſhment, but that they certainly will. Now. if 
this be the caſe we are juſtified in ſome general ex- 
eQation, in faith and prayer. Can any man firm- 
y believe the divine predictions, which reſpect the 
oſpel, who has no gracious feelings of this Kind? 
Praghebien were delivered from time to time to- 
enliven theſe proſpects; and is it right now to give 
up all expeQation of the things they contain? It 
| will be granted further that the fulfilment of the 
prophecies is a thing defirable. Some things. they 
mention are indeed awful, but if theſe are neceſ- 
fary to introduce a better ſtate of things, and ac- 
cording to the will of God, are not even theſe de- 
fable? Can we pray for the kingdom of Chriſt 
to come, and for his glory to be revealed, unleſs - | 
we feel theſe defires in our hearts? Let me add, 
the appearances of things in the world are now © 
uncommon. At what period, ſince the commence- 
ment of the New Teſtament diſpenſation, did they 
r ſuch an aſpect? And are theſe appearances . 
| no. purpoſe? Are the  commotions of this 
world Mobſerved by the Deity? Has he no deſigns 
omMpliſh by theſe means? Is there nat a wheel 
19 deny the direction of God in theſe 
affairs, is to gie up the idea both of his moral 
government and "gracious deſigns, Whatever may 
be our thoughts reſpecting Mithons at this time, to 
deny what is here ſtated, is the eſſence of infidelity. 
| To have no feelings of this ſort, no expectation of | 
greater enlargement, nor defies to ſee the prophe- _. 
cies fulfilled, is to give up the ſpirit of religion al - 
together. Do. the prayers and hopes of genuine 5 
piety confine them elves to the particular ſphere. * 
of a man's - own . movement, the preęincts of his 1200 
ariſh, the walls of his city, or the boundaries of 
his kingdom? Do they not overleap theſe narrow 
| oo. GT 


limits, and compaſs the whole globe? And does 
he not wiſh, if the will of God be ſo, to ſee theſe 
things in his own days. | 


* 


I think I may venture to ſay, that God has laid 
this concern more powerfully and more generally 
on the hearts of his people of all denominations, 
within theſe few years, and at preſent, than in any 
former period fince the times of the Apoſtles. 
Among. the Moravians, the Arminian Methodiſts, 

and the Baptiſts, this ſpirit prevails. By ſome of 

them, endeavours have been made for years, and 
now the hallowed fire of Chriſtian zeal burns in 
their hearts, and they are not without the pleaſing 
hopes of increaſing ſucceſs. Among the clergy. 
there is alſo a Society for the ſpread of the goſpel. 
Of late much has been done to promote Miſſions 
at home: the friends of Chriſtianity of different 
profeſſions have engaged to exert themſelves to 
evangelize their own country, In this honourable. 
| ſt, I may be permitted to include the Miſſionary 
Society; a ſociety formed of all parties, and firms. 
by united in its object and general views. The de» 
ign and ſpirit of this Society begin to ſpread in 
Holland, Germany, and America; pleaſing accounts 
have been received from all theſe places. Nor 
muſt I forget to mention Scotland, among the#rſt 
of countries favourable to this defign. Yap m 
brethren have been witneſſes of the many Meetings - 
for prayer, and of the fervent devotion Which have 
obtained among Chriſtians for direction and ſuc- 
ceſs. Is there a lively ſpiritual congregation in the 
kingdom, that has not felt an unuſual enlargement 
for the ſpread of the goſpel within the laſt four 
years? Tt has been generally ſaid that when any 
thing great js to be done, God Jays it on the minds 
of his ſervants. When Zion travails ſhe brings 
forth her children. Can it be ſuppoſed that there 
is nothing of God in all this? Is it all ſelf created? 
Muſt every motion of this Society, and all the 
prayers which have been offered up, be attributed 
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to enthuſiaſm and wild fire? Has frenzy extended 
its influence to Scotland, to Holland, and Ame- 
rica? Is all the Chriſtian world deceived? Have 
Moravians, Arminians, and Baptiſts, loſt their rea- 
ſon, and abandoned themſelves to the. guidance of 
an ignis fatuus? O charity divine! thou pledge 
of heavenly grace, is this the genuine language of 
thy ſoul? 227 
Beſide this general deſire, that which has ob» 
ſtructed the work is now removing out. of the way. 
The man of ſin is driven from his fortreſs. God 
is aboliſhing the idols of ſilver and gold. When 
the blow is aimed at the head, and the arrow 
enters the heart, the extremities are certain to die. 
This ſtalking horſe will ſtumble, fall, and be 
broken. Superſtition has enlarged its boundaries; 
by craft and ignorance, it has taken deep root for 
| a long time, and brought forth bitter fruitz but it 
I is now likely to be deſtroyed, Perſecution, that 
iron rod which it has always employed with 
__ favage barbarity, will be exerciſed no more. The 
minds of men, enſlaved by its influence, will obtain 
their liberty; liberty will promote inquiry, and in- 
tw will diſcover the truth and beauty of the re- 


igion of Jeſus. As Mahometaniſm had its riſe 


The preſent commotions in the various parts of 
the world are-not an unfavourable ſign. Judge by. 
analogy. What had been the ſtate of the Romans 
previous to the coming of Chriſt, and the eftabliſh- 
ment of Chriſtianity? Were they not engaged in 

a ſeries of the moſt bloody and deſperate ſtruggles? 

They had carried their victorious arms into different 
countries, and every obſtruction was removed out 
of their way. Every one knows that all this agi- 
tation and theſe wars were ultumately- conducive. 
to the ſpread of the goſpel, When Jeſus kay 
r ? — 
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born, the Temple of Janus was ſhut, the King- 
doms conquered by the Roman arms were incor- 
porated into one general body, and united under 
one Government. Thus the way was opened for 
the more eaſy ſpread of the goſpel. Troubleſome 
times have never hindered the building of the 
temple. The ſame ſort of concuſſions, which were 
over-ruled for good in that great empire, prevailed 
to the ſame end among the Jews. God /hook the 
heavens and the earth ; their political and eceleſiaſti- 
cal ſtates; and by theſe means, ke eſtabliſted a king- 
dom which cannot be moved. 

Let us now diveſt ourſelves of prejudice, and 
conſider things fairly as they are at preſent in the | 
world. Suppoſing we had lived a hundred years 

' fince, and could at that time have foreſeen what 
is now going on in the natural and religious world ; 
I aſk, what ſhould we have thought? Could John 
 Huſs and Jerome of Prague have certainly known 
that, in the latter end of the eighteenth century, 
the Pope would have been driven from Rome, that 
a Miſſionary Society would have been formed in 
the metropolis of England, that ſo many prayer 
meetings would have been holden to implore 4 
bleſſing on the undertaking, that ſuch great en- 
couragement would have been given to it, and 
ſeveral Miſſions ſhould be actually ſent abroad; 
what would theſe men have thought? Would 
they not have entertained the hope that God was 
about to make theſe appearances ſubſervient to 
ſome great deſign for the furtherance of his cauſe 
in the world? l 
Let me aſk then what objeCtions can be made 
againſt: Miſſions for the converſion of ſinners, at 
the preſent period? How is it wrong to make a 
trial? ls there not a probability of ſome ſucceſs? 
And if there is any probability, is not that an ar- 
gument to ufe means? Can any man ſay the object 
is wrong? The greateſt infidel among us would 
not think it wrong to endeavour to illuminate the 
N 8 ignorant 
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ignorant parts of the world. Do we try the ſuc-, 
ceſs of a Miſſion at a wrong time? How do you 
know? Have you ſearched the archives of heaven; 
or gathered this from any part of the bible? Come 
forward then and make known this diſcovery, and 
we will deſiſt. If a Miſſion is attempted, . can it, 
do any harm? It does not take the goſpel from 
ourſelves; for we ſeem not to be over willing to go. 
on this warfare, and it does not appear conſiſtent 
for any Chriſtian to ſuppoſe, that it can be of any 
diſ-ſervice among the Heathen, It may be ſaid, 
that, if the Miſſion fails of ſucceſs, it may hinder: 
any further attempts in future. To this objection, 
it may be anſwered, that theſe future Miſſions will 
either be according to the will of God or not. If 

they are not, the more obſtructions are thrown in 
the way, the better. But if they are, will it fol- 
low, that becauſe a Miſſion failed at a wrong time, 

that failure will hinder the deſigns of God at his 

own time? It has been ſaid that we muſt.try to- 

convert all the Heathen at home, before we make. 

any trial abroad. Thoſe, who are concerned in. 

this affair, feel a deſire for the ſalvation of the in- 

habitants of their own country, and have given- 

proof that they are willing to uſe all likely means 

to promote ſo great an object among their neigh- 

bours. But how came the, men, who frame this 

objection, to ſuppoſe that all muſt be onverted in 
one country before any trial is mde in another? 
Did the Apoſtles act upon this plan? When will 
the period arrive, when the goſpel on this princi- 
ple will be ſent abroad? The tooliſhneſs of this 
objeCtion is ſo great, that it will not carry the ſhat- 
tered bark of prejudice, over the ſhallows of the 
moſt contracted underſtanding, into the narrow 
port of carnal ſecurity and floth. It is perhaps 
. impoſſible to raiſe any objection againſt Miſſions. 
at this day, that may not be raiſed at any future 
period. But fuppoling the Miſſion fails altogether, 
in reſpeCt to its main deſign, which is to be 1 
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the very worff, The endeavours of its friends and 
all the means Which have been uſed, may be ap- 
proved of God. David had it in his heart to build 
a temple; and although he was not allowed to do 
it, yet God commended his deſign, and the pre- 
Parations he had made. If the Miſſionary concern 
does no good abroad, it has already done good at 
home, by bringing the ſeveral parties among us 
into cloſer bonds of Chriſtian union. Beſides, the 
foreign Miſſion has given riſe to ſeveral others at 
home; and if they are of any ſervice, it will 
follow that the original one has not been wholly 
uſeleſs. | 5 3 
| fp The ſpread of the goſpel, which is the ob- 
Jett of God's purpoſe, and revealed by the Pro- 
phets, will probably come to paſs gradually. This 
is the uſual courſe of things in matters, both 
human and divine. The ſcriptures give us this 
idea. The holy waters in the viſion of Ezekiel 
did not come to their height at once. They firſt 
iſſued from the threſhold, formed themſelves into a 
Tivulet no deeper than' the ankles; afterwards 
they were to the knees; and then to the loins; 
but at laſt they became a large river, which could 
not be forded. The day of ſmall things is not to 
be deſpiſed, for, though ever ſo ſmall, if it is of God, 
the latter end hall be greatly encreaſed. A grain 
of muſtard ſe CA en Yown is very ſmall, but by 
the rains and Shia! rays of the ſun it ſprings up, 
and becomes a large and ſpreading tree. We 
have ſeen the progreſs. of Chriſtianity ſometimes 
advancing faſter and ſometimes flower, as circum- 
ſtances have been more' or leſs favourable, or as 
God has been pleaſed to ſucceed with his bleſſing. 
In our own country the work of God has prevailed 
very conſiderably within the laſt forty years. But 
we have reaſon to believe, that as the light and 
ower of the goſpel advance, its prevalence 
will be much greater. A nation ſhall be born in a 
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Is it unreaſonable to ſuppoſe that this . gradual 
advancement may take place in ſomething like the 
following manner? God will lay the ſyiritual and 
eternal concerns of mankind on the hearts of his 
progee and miniſters. Without this it can ſcarcely. 

thought that much will be done. "Theſe im- 
preſſions will undoubtedly excite endeavours to 
promote the ſalvation of ſinners. The ſame grace, 
which produces this defire, will engage the friends 
of the work to be much in prayer to God, that he 


would pity the ignorance and miſery of men, and 


make them the monuments of his mercy. The 
great grace they have themſelves received will en- 
courage their application and hopes on behalf of 
others. The divine being will attend to theſe de- 
vout addreſſes. Providence points out the way in 
which theſe defires ſhall be fulfilled. Miniſters are 
raiſed up, who offer themſelves in the cauſe, ſay- 
ing, here am I, ſend me. The cloud and pillar go 
before them directing the way. Some friend to the 
cauſe, whoſe heart God has already prepared, may 
ſay; come over and help us; by which it may be 
certainly gathered that God means to ſend his 
word to that place. The meſſage of grace is 
brought. The Almighty gives his bleſſing. Sin- 
ners are called and become truly devout; their 
lives are altered; they form themſelves into little 
ſocieties for prayer and Chriſtian converſation; and 
others round about look on with admiration, ſay- 
ing we never ſaw it in this manner. Curioſity 
raiſes attention: the unbeliever comes in, he hears, 
and feeling the power of the word, he falls down 
on his face, and. acknowledges that God is there 
of a truth. The goſpel, which is ſo ſucceſsful in 
one place, will ſoon extend itſelf further in the 
country ; other villages and cities in the neighbour- 
hood, hearing what is already wrought, will defire 
to hear the ſame things; and thus the truth will 
become generally known. Perhaps ſome _— 

characters, whoſe influence will powerfully affe 

Vor. II. I others, 
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others, may. receive the word, and exert them- 
ſelves: with vigour in the promotion of, the cauſe. 


golpelynllgreatt. ! ů ¹ Uf 
6. Whether the goſpel ſucceeds in a ſlower or 
uicker manner it will advance ultimately to its 
ful extent. He, by whom the cauſe is undertaken, 
has counted. the coſt, and is fully able to finiſh his 
plan. As the foundation is laid, and the building 
is ſo far advanced, the top ſtone will be brought 
forth with ſhouting, crying grace! grace! to the 
whole... He is a God. whoſe, work is perfect. 
When he begins he makes a full end. 5 
The goſpel will be carried to its full extent with 
reſpect to country. Many nations and people are 
mentioned by the Prophets, who have never yet 
heard the word of life; but they will not be for- 
gotten in their ſeaſon, for the waters of the ſanc- 
tuary fhall waſh. every bank of their deſtination. 
Not one mountain of the habitable globe, where 
the Lord's houſe is to be built, ſhall. be finally deſ- 
titute of thoſe means which God has appointed to 
do the work. Jeſus, Chriſt is the pilot of the 
veſſel which carries the goſpel ; and he will ſteer it 
fately to the, right port, at the proper time. When 
he mounts. the white horfe, going forth from con- 
quering to conquer, the gates of cities will be 
opened at bis command, and the king of glory 
will enter in. The myſtery of God muſt b 
finiſhed before the harveſt of the earth is gathered. 
When the ſcheme drawn by infinite wiſdom is 
completed, the terreſtrial globe ſhall be deſtroyed 
and time ſhall be no more. We proceed .. , 


II. To a more particular inveſtigation of the text, 


14 
4 os 


in order to aſcertain the, means by. which this en- 
Jargement of the kingdom of Chriſt ſhall take 
place. 8 2 1 i 8 C 
Ibe Lord is not-confined to any particular me- 
_ thod, the whole compals of things and events arp 
e | before 


In this, or ſome ſuch way, we may ſuppoſe the 
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before him, and he can make any of them ſubſer- 


vient to his pleaſure. ' But, 


11t. The mean which he has pointed 601 as moſt 


proper, and by which he has always wrought on 


the ſoul, is the Goſpel.” This is mentioned in the 


text as the great inſtrument of the work. Out of 
Zion /hall go forth the law, aud the word of the Lord 
from Jeruſalem ; and in this manner ſhall the Lord's 
houſe be eſtabliſhed on the top of the mountains. 
The depravity of human nature, the neceſſity of the 


new birth, of faith in Jeſus Chriſt, the pee of - 


f. in, and holineſs of lite, were the ſubjects inſiſted 
upon by the Apoſtles, and to thefe God gave teſti- 
mony by the operations of his Spirit. The love of 


God in ſending his Son, a plain and unornamented 


account of his life and death, with a deſcription of 


his ability and willingneſs to ſave, were found to be 
the moſt powerful attractives to | coquer' mens' 5 mo 


 [Judices, and gain their hearts. 

The Goſpel is the rod of God's ſtrength, by which 
' multitudes ſhall be made willing in the day: of his 
power. Men may deſpiſe this way of Divine ap- 
_ Pointment as mean and inſignificant; but the Apoſ- 
tle Paul had proved it efficacious to ſalvation,” and 


"therefore he was not aſhamed to own it;” This is 


the ſword to which there is none equal, and which 
never returns empty. Can any thing anſwer the 
purpoſe of ſpiritual 2 which is the 

mary object of preaching to the Heathen, ſo eflec⸗ 


en as a fair and open diſplay of the Chriſtian - 


em? By this means God, who commanded the 


, ht to ſhine ' out of darkneſs, ſhines into mens“ 


hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jefus Chriſt. The Goſ- 


,pel has proved ſo powerful in the work of conver- - 


© libn,, that it has always been one of Satan's grand 
devices, either to hinder the preachin ing of it, or to 
Work up the prejudices of men to rej 


voice from Heaven, he makes the Te to alk: the 
en to ing, Aer the dead to live. Tbe ſtandard 
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it. By this 
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of the Croſs, the banner of love, is ſet up as an en- 


ſign to the nations, with this deviſe upon it, By 


this alone you ſhall conquer.“ Around this ſtandard 


the nations ſhall rally, and offer their allegiance to 


the King of Saints. All the great victories of God 


have been achieved by theſe heavenly arms. It is 


not material in whoſe hands they are, whether the 


man of ſingular eminence, or humble merit; if they 
are of the right ſort, and properly uſed, the power 


of God will enſure ſucceſs. 


The Goſpel, the great inſtrument of Divine 


power, is emphatically ſaid to go forth. This ſeems 
to be a military term: it is an idea taken from an 


army ſetting out on an jo x0; animated with 
reat ardour, and fully reſolved on victory. The 
oldiers of Jeſus Chriſt go forth under the auſpices 


of royal favour. Furniſhed with ſpiritual armour, 


which they have already proved, and fully taught 
to fight the battles of the Lord, they are commanded - 
to engage in his cauſe, and to be valiant for the 
truth upon earth. To theſe his ſervants he imparts 


bis own ſpirit of love, of power, and of a ſound 
mind. As the execution is to be done with the 


ſword of the mouth, he furniſhes them with ſuch 


arguments as all their adverſaries will not be able 


to gainſay or reſiſt. He will always be with them, 
and beſtow upon them at laſt a crown of righteouſ- 
neſs which fadeth not away. Going forth in this 


armour, and receiving theſe encouragements, we 


need not wonder at their ſucceſs, nor at the tri- 
umphant language which they uſe. Thanks be to 
God who always.maketh us to triumph in Chriſt, 


and maketh manifeſt the ſavour of his knowledge by 


us in every place. 
Togo forth is an expreſſion uſed of the ſun, to 
which alſo there may be an alluſion in the text. 


The glory and general utility of this ſplendid lumi- 
nary is beautifully deſcribed in the 19th Pſalm, and 
is very properly applied by the Apoſtle, Rom. x. 
v. 18, to the progreſs of the Goſpel. Their found 


went 


— 
— 


tz all the nations ſhall fow unte it. I know not which 
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went into all the earth, and their words unto yh” "> cull 
end of the world. See the ſource of day riſing 


in the eaſt and going forth to the weſt, never vary- 
ing his courſe, nor ſuffering any interruption, He 


2 ſtrength as he advances, diffuſing light and 
heat far and wide, till he arrives at the meridian. 


So ſhall the ſun of righteouſneſs go forth with heal- 


ing in his wings, reviving and cheering the diſtant | 
parts of the world. His going forth among them 


ſhall be as brightneſs, and his glory as a lamp that 


burneth. 


The 3 thus gone forth is now on its way. 


From Jeruſalem, the city of the Great King, it firſt 
ſet out. There the Apoſtles received their commiſ- 
ſion to go into all the world; and obtaining power 


from on high, they cheerfully obeyed. They began 
their meſſage among thoſe who had lately imbrued 
their hands in the' Saviour's blood ; but theſe judg- 


ing themſelves unworthy of eternal life, they turned 
to the Gentiles, in hopes of greater ſucceſs. The 
inhabitants of thoſe countries which had never been 


thought of before, were now invited and even com- 
pelled to enter in, that the houſe might be filled. 
After theſe firſt Chriſtian Miniſters had finiſhed 
their courſe, the riſen Saviour employed others in 


the ſame work, to whom a race of evangelical 
Preachers has ſucceeded to this day; and ſhall con- 
tinue for ever. It is now nearly eighteen centuries 


ſince the Goſpel began its progreſs, it ſtill purſues 
its courſe, and will increaſe in ſplendor to the end 


of time. You know the obſtructions it has met 
with during all this length of time, and yet it has 
been gradually gaining ground. It has already 
glanced on different lands, and been attended with 
ſome ſucceſs ; but there is yet much to be done be- 


fore its race is finiſhed. The Mediator ſhall bleſs 


For it follows. 
2dly. That when the word of the Lord goes forth, 


all the nations who ſee the light or feel the ſun. 


moſt 
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moſt to admire; the coming of the Goſpel to the 
nations, or their coming to it. Going Arch is the 
expreſſion in the former caſe; intimating the rapi- 
dity of its progreſs, or its power to break down all 
_ oppoſition ; like a river that overflows its banks, 
and overcomes every obſtable: and flowing to it, as 
ufed in the latter, can mean nothing leſs. than the 
great numbers of thoſe who ſhall attend to it, the 
unity of their deſign, and the ſtedfaſtneſs of their 
reſolution to receive its various bleſſings. Happy 
conjunction! where the means and the diſpoſition 
unite. The Miniſters are forward to carry the Goſ- 
pel, and the people are ready to hear. . Chriſtian 
.zeal animates both parties. The Servants of God 
feel the power of the word; and being ardent in 
their deſires to do good, they exert themſelves with 
all their ſtrength, freely to impart what they have 
freely received; and the nations being ſo highly 
favoured, and knowing the time of their viſitation, 
flock to the ordinances like doves to their windows. 
There is in this caſe the, greateſt ſuitableneſs be- 
_ . tween the means afforded, and the views of the 
| 3 to whom they are ſent. God ſhowers down 
his ſpiritual favours, and the minds of men are pre- 
pared to receive them, as the parched ground re- 
ceives the falling rain. . IP 
It is pleaſing; to obſerve, that this will not only 
be the caſe; in individual places, as it has been 
- hitherto; but % nations ſhall enjoy the benefit. 
Ibis is according to the covenant. promiſe, which 
God made to Abraham. In thee, and in thy ſeed 
: ſhall all the families of the earth be bleſſed. Abra- 
ham was himſelf to, be a bleſſing, as every good 
man is, and as he was in a moſt eminent manner; 
but in his ſeed, referring to the Mediator, who 
ſhould be born of him, the mercy ſhould be much 
farther extended, even to all the families of the 
earth. The ſame promiſe in ſubſtance is renewed 
to Jacob; for ſpeaking of the Shiloh, who ſhould 
be born betore the Sceptre left his tribe, it is added, 
rg | 1 to 
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to him ſhall the gathering of the people be. This 
idea is invariably kept up in all the Prophets. At 
a time when the Jews were in full poſſeſſion of all 
their privileges, and other nations were entirely for- 
ſaken, they ſpeak of the future grant of Goſpel 
bleſſings in the moſt general terms. I will give 
thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayeſt 
be my ſalvation to the ends of the earth. The Lord 
ſhall make bare his holy arm in the ſight of all the 
nations. The glory of the Lord ſhall be revealed, 
and all fleſh ſhall ſee it together. The New Teſta- 
ment ſhews us that there 1s the greateſt reaſon for 
theſe general intimations, and for this univerſal 
language; becauſe the love of the Redeemer, and 
the deſigns of his death, were not confined to any 
nation or people. He took on him the feed of 
Abraham); Ko he did not confine his ſacrifice to the 
redemption of that nation only, for he is the pro- 
pitiation for the fins of the whole world, Every 
nation, tongue, and people, are reckoned ang 
thoſe who are redeemed by his blood, and ſhal 
celebrate his praiſe. This view of things lays a 
foundation for the moſt enlarged and general exhi- 
bition of the Goſpel in the public miniſtry of the 
word. There is neither barbarian, Scythian, bond 
nor free, but Chrift is all and in all. Jeſus com- 
manded that repentance and remiſſion of fin ſhould 
be preached to all nations. This is the ftrain in 
which the commiſſion runs ; © Go ye into all the world, 


and preach the Gofpel to every creature.” We make no 


exception of character here; as many as we find 
are to be bidden that the houſe may be full. | 
If theſe things are as we have ſtated, there is 
reaſon to believe that the Goſpel ſhall be carried 
into all nations, and alſo that theſe nations ſhall be 
obedient to it. For if all nations are to be bleſſed 
in Chrift, and the gathering of the people be to 
him, they muſt certainly have thoſe means which 
alone can bring this about. The light of nature is 
__ not ſufficient to bring men to Chriſt,” Faith can only 
1 ö come 
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come by hearing, and hearing by the word of God; 
but ſooner or later the Goſpel of the kingdom ſhall 
be preached in all nations. Thoſe countries, which 
are now overſpread with the thickeſt darknefs, ſhall 
ſee this heavenly light. The Lord will deſtroy the 
face of the covering caſt over all people, and the 
vail that is ſpread over all nations. 5 
The means of ſalvation ſhall not only be afforded” 
to all nations, but theſe means ſhall be effectual. 
| There is a connection between the death of Chriſt 
'Y for ſinners, and their receiving the benefit of that 
1 death, by the Spirit's application of it to the heart. 
| He died. for us that he might bring us to God.. 
Hence is that promiſe, and I if I be lifted up from 
| the earth, will draw all men unto me. Would 
| he come down from Heaven, and expoſe himſelf to 
3 the greateſt ignominy, and at laſt expire on. the 
| croſs, and after all, never claim the purchaſe of his 
| blood ? He will certainly gather his ſheep, which 
1 have been ſcattered in the cloudy and dark day. 
i It is not left to mere chance, whether they are ga- 
4 thered or not, for having given his life for the ſheep, - _ 
them alſo he muſt bring; and there ſhall be one 
fold and one ſhepherd. However far they may wan- 
der in the wilderneſs, he will go after them, till they 
are found, and bring them back. . ER 
zaͤly. The particular effect which the Goſpel ſhall 
have, when it goes forth, and all nations ſhall flow 
to it, is here deſcribed. Many people, who were 
altogether unacquainted with it before, ſhall ſay to 
others, who are ſtill in ignorance and unbelief, come 
Fe, and let us go up to the mountain of the a 
do the houſe of the God of Jacob. This is ſuppoſed 
to be the language of the converted Heathen to 
the Jews who remain averſe to Chriſtianity. It is 
not at all unlikely that they who are ſtil] beloved 
for their fathers' ſake, ſhould be provoked to jea- 
louſy by thoſe who were formerly ſtrangers to the 
 c@yenants of promiſe. If this idea be juſt, does it 
not plainly ſhew the good effect which the 2 
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ſhall have upon theſe poor benighted aliens? and 
the zeal they will manifeſt in the cauſe of Chriſt- 
1anity ? | f 
Come ye, and let us go up to the houſe of the 
God of Jacob. They who uſe ſuch language give 
evidence that their prejudices are ſubdued, that 
the weapons of the Chriſtian warfare have been 
mighty through God to pull down the ſtrong holds 
of Satan, and to bring every thought to the obe- 
dience of Chriſt. Prejudice and ignorance are inſe- 
Parable, and one cannot be removed but by the 
cure of the other. As ſoon as the mind is brought 
to exerciſe itſelf with freedom, and is ſo far en- 
lightened as to judge of things as they are, and to 
make choice of thoſe that are excellent, the work 
is in a great meaſure done. The truths propoſed 
will then be believed with all the heart, and ſhed 
their influence on all the affections of the ſoul. This 
effect will become viſible in a conſcientious regard 
to every moral and ſpiritual duty, and in the higheſt 
eſteem for the houſe and ordinances of Gd. 
Not content to ſhare the favours of Heaven alone, 
the men who have experienced the grace of the 
Goſpel will ſay to their friends, come ye, and go 
with us to the mountain of the Lord. Men newly 
converted generally feel much for thoſe that are yet 
without. It is natural; they are acquainted with 
their deplorable ſtate, and the danger to which they 
are expoſed, and therefore think ng pains they can 
take too great, nor any argument they can uſe too 
urgent to engage them to flee from the wrath to 
.come. May we not ſuppoſe that theſe converted 
Heathens will addreſs their careleſs neighbours in 
ſome ſuch language as this? The Lord has favoured 
us of late with the miniſtry of his holy Goſpel. This 
is a privilege of which we have long been deſtitute; 
and it is of his great mercy that we are bleſſed with 
it now. We have been to hear, and the word has 
been made of the greateſt ſervice. We have ſeen 
things in a new light, and felt ſuch impreſſions and 
Il. joys 
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joys as we never felt before. Come ye, and go 
with us. Why do you heſitate? Why do you re- 
fuſe? Religion and the falvation of the ſoul are 
matters of the greateſt importance. We have all 
neglected too long, and it is high time we ſhould 
awake out of fleep. Come ye, and go with us. 
There is the ſame liberty for you as for us, the bleſ- 
ſings exhibited by the Goſpel are free to all, in 
every circumſtance, and in every condition. Chriſt 
died for ſinners, and pardon is freely proclaimed to 
perſons of every deſcription. We have lived toge- 
ther long enough in fin and idolatry, let us now 
Join in the ſervice of God. We are reſolved to for- 
ſake our former courſes and to become Chriſtians, 
| whatever be the conſequence ; and we wiſh to have 
the pleaſure of your company. Come ye, there- 
fore, and go with us. What is it we may not ex- 
pect, when many people ſhall exert themſelves in 
this way for the promotion of the Chriſtian cauſe? 
To enforce this addreſs they ſay, The Lord will 
teach us his ways. We know but little of them yet; 
but what we do know is very pleaſing, and we hope 
to be ſtill further inſtructed. God has promiſed to 
guide the meek in judgment, and to teach his 
children. He will open to us more clearly the 
myſtery of redemption, and diſcover the way in 
which we muſt be ſaved. The glory of his Goſpel, 
the nature of his worſhip, and every other thing 
neceſſary to be underſtood he will make known. 
They not only reſolved to learn, but to practiſe; for 
they add, and we will walk in his ways. Thoſe who 
know theſe things are happy if they do them. An 
-experimental knowledge of the Goſpel will always 
be productive of an holy and ſpiritual practice; but 
perhaps to walk in his ways may be beſt explained 
of their ſtedfaſt reſolution to attend Goſpel ordi- 
nances, in oppoſition to that idolatry which they 
had been long in the habit of. Thus, like the con- 
verts of former times, they will turn from dead idols 
zo ſerve the living God. e 
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athly. When all nations ſhall flow to the Goſpel 
Church, it ſhall be eſtabhſhed on the top of the 
mountains, and exalted above the hills. The Tem- 
24 was built on Mount Zion, to which there may 
e an alluſton ; and it would lead us to ſuppoſe that 
at the time to which the Prophet refers, the Chriſ- 
tian Church ſhould enjoy as many privileges, and 
be as much reſpected as that celebrated hill to 
which the Jews were ſo much attached. Beautiful 
for fituation the joy of the whole earth was Mount Zion; 
the ſeat of its Creator's care, and where he pro- 
miſed to have his eyes and his heart continually. 
To this beloved place the Iſraelites came in compa- 
nies three times a year; but it is long ſince de- 
ſtroyed, and its ordinances aboliſhed. All that was 
excellent in it, and much more, is now transferred 
to another church, more ſimple in its ordinances, 
and more ſpiritual in its deſign, with this ſuperior 
advantage, that it ſhall remain for ever. 
Chriſtianity eſtabliſhed on the top of the moun- 
| tains, may reſpect an open and viſible profeſſion of 
it. True religion has long been driven into corners, 
and profeſſed in obſcurity, and under much perſe- 
cution and worldly diſadvantage. Among the Jews 
this was often the caſe ; they were not allowed the 
free exerciſe of Divine worſhip either in Egypt or 
Babylon. In Canaan, indeed, they were in a much 
better ſituation ; as their enemies were ſubdued they 
enjoyed their privileges in their full extent; but 
afterwards they experienced a reverſe of fortune, 
through their own diviſions, and the wars which 
were carried on by the neighbouring princes. The 
Greeks and the Romans often made inroads upon 
them, and prohibited their religion under very ſe- 
' vere penalties. When Chriſt came into the world, 
and began his miniſtry, things were a little more - 
favourable ; he was allowed to preach openly, and 
his diſciples were as cities ſet on a hill; but one 
reaſon of that might be becauſe they avoided large 
places, contenting themſelves for the moſt part with 
„ | villages 
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villages in the wilderneſs of Judea. When they 
approached nearer to the great Sandhedrim, and the 


neu religion interfered too much with the Jewiſh 


Hierarchy, they were often threatened, and ſome- 
times caſt into priſon. When paganiſm began to 
loſe its votaries, by the preaching of the Goſpel, 
what dreadful perſecutions were ſtirred up by the 
Roman Emperors. Who has not read of N ero, of 
Caligula, and Julian the Apoſtate? Of the horrid 
cruelties they uſed, and the devices they practiſed 
to extirpate Chriſtianity altogether? The converſion 
of Conſtantine gave a reſpite to the Church for a 
ſhort ſeaſon, but even that ultimately tended to 
greater troubles; for the Goſpel was ſo much cor- 
rupted, and ſo many hereſies and impoſitions pre- 


vailed, that genuine Chriſtians were obliged to ſeek 
a more ſimple and ſpiritual worſhip, which rendered 


them obnoxious to the higher powers. Pagan rites 
introduced into the Chriſtian religion laid the foun- 
dation of Popery, which has darkened the hemiſ- 


phere at noon day, and ſlain its thouſands. Durin 


the long reign of the man of ſin, the Church has 
been driven into the wilderneſs, The pure preach- 


ing of the Goſpel has been cramped in every way 


poſſible, and the numbers of the faithful, at ſome 


periods, have been few indeed. Here in England, 


and in ſome few other places, the privilege of an 
open profeſſion has been enjoyed; but this is very 
far from being the caſe in many parts of the Chriſtian 
world. But that cauſe, which has maintained its 
ground againſt all its adverſaries, and will ſurvive 
them, ſhall yet lift up its head. Better days are 
reſerved for it, and greater honours ; it ſhall come 
out of the idee clear as the ſun, fair as the 


moon, and terrible as an army with banners. It 
ſhall ſtand in the high places of the city, and its 
excellency ſhall not be caſt down. I wi! make thee 
an eternal. excellency, a joy of many generations. Chriſt- 
Janity ſhall prevail, not only fo as to gain a footing 
and be tolerated, but ſo as to become the religion 

| generally 
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generally profeſſed. Thoſe that are in power ſhall 

ive it their countenance and aſſiſtance, yea they 
ſhall think it their honour to promote its true inte- 
reſt, The miniſters of Chriſt will not then be hin- 
dered in the diſcharge of their duty, nor will the 
Chriſtian profeſſor be ſubject to any embarraſſments 
or legal inabilities for the exerciſe of his liberty in 
the Goſpel; for it will be conſidered, as it really is, 
the beſt mean of making men good ſubjects and 
peaceable citizens. | | 

But this open profeſſion is not all, for when it 
has fo far prevailed as to gain the public avowal of 
the nations, it ſhall be Habliſied. The word cer- 
tainly means more than that it ſhall not be de- 
ſtroyed; for at the very worſt of times, the vigilance 
and power of Chriſt preſerved it from ruin; it ſeems 
to reſpe& ſuch an eſtabliſhment as ſecures the 
Chriſtian cauſe either from corruption or removal. 
The pure Goſpel was preached by the Apoſtles, 
and the true religion maintained in its life and 
power ; but there was afterwards an apoſtacy from 
the truth, ſo that very little of either remained. 
Thoſe very countries where Jeſus Chriſt himſelf and 
his ſucceſſors exerciſed their miniſtry, and planted 
churches, have long fince loſt the knowledge of 
God, and are ſunk into the groſſeſt idolatry; but 

God will prevent ſo great a calamity when the na- 
tions ſhall receive his grace in the latter day. The 
Goſpel ſhall take ſuch deep root in theſe countries, 
and men ſhall continue to be fo firmly attached to 
it, that it ſhall maintain its ground in purity and 
glory. This kind of eſtabliſhment will do much 
more for its preſervation than any other. Men may 
ſuppoſe that human laws will give a permanency to 
Chriſtianity ; but theſe at the. beſt are but a poor 
defence. Under the Roman Catholic power we 
have ſeen them cruſh the thing they were deſigned 
to, defend, Mens minds muſt be ſwayed by an 
higher authority, or religion will never ſtand; if 
their hearts are powerfully drawn by love to Chriſt, 


and 
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and the excellency of the thing itſelf, they will ad- 
here to his cauſe, even at the hazard of their lives, 
whether it has the ſanction of the civil power or 
nor," | | ; 
Chriſtianity is to be exalted above the hills, as well 
as eſtabliſhed on the mountains. The eaſieſt and 
moſt familiar idea of this is, that it ſhall become 
ſaperior to any other cauſe whatever. The little 
ſtone cut out of the mountain without hands, will 
break in pieces the iron, the clay, and the braſs; 
but this ſtone ſhall become a great mountain, and 
fill the whole earth. © It ſhall not only overcome 
5 all oppoſition, but ſhall overtop all competition. 
* This wiſdom of God, in a myſtery, ſhall outſhine 
all the wiſdom of this world; all its philoſophy, 
« and all its politics. The ſpiritual worſhip it ſhall 
introduce ſhall put down the idolatries of the 
* Heathens, and all other inſtitutions in religion 
<* ſhall appear mean and deſpicable in compariſon 
« with this.” The Chriſtian ſtate is already exalted 
above the Jewiſh. The oracles of paganiſm, once 
revered as a ſure guide in all matters . weer 
have been long ſtruck dumb by a voice from Hea- 
ven. The prince of this world has been caſt out 
from the places where he reigned for ages with 
deſpotic ſway; antichriſt is flying a pace, and now 
the day of recompence is come. The darkneſs 
which has overſpread the Mahometan ſtates will 
ſoon be chaſed by the bright diſplay of evangelical 
truth. Thoſe Temples which are now devoted to 
| ſuperſtition and falſe worſhip, ſhall be conſecrated 
by the preſence and the Goſpel of the Son of God, 
and he will receive from thence the incenſe and 
pure offerings of thoſe who believe on his name. 
Every thing which has ſtood in competition with his 
glory ſhall be removed, and the Lord alone ſhall be 
exalted in that day. His government ſhall be uni- 
verſal; his empire ſhall extend to every kingdom 
and province upon earth; his ſubjects ſhall be as 
many as the ſtars that ſparkle in the firmament ; * 
* . = 
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he ſhall reign as the ſupreme Lord enthroned in the 
hearts of all his ſervants. 1 
zthly. The prevalence and eſtabliſhment of Chriſt- 
ianity will introduce a general peace into the world. 
They ſhall beat their ſwords into hlouglirſtares, and their 
ſhears into firuning-hooks ; inſtruments infinitely more 
uſeful, and much better adapted to the ſervice of 
man: neither ſhall they learn war any more. The times 
of innocency will then return to the world, after an 
abſence of ages. Nothing can effect this but the 
Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, which muſt be received for 
the purpoſe, not in profeſſion only, but in its real 
and ſaving power on the heart. Peace is the very 
nature and deſign of the Goſpel, and when men 
imbibe, its true ſpirit, the tranquillity which they 
feel in themſelves will make them peaceable to- 
wards all men. This leading charatteriſtic of the 
Goſpel was exemplified in the whole life of its 
Author, and all his true Diſciples have ſhown their 
practical approbation of his conduct, by followin 
the things which make for peace. A ſpirit of bene- 
volence powerfully felt on the heart, and breathed 
in holy prayer for the ſalvation of even the worſt of 
enemies, will baniſh from the mind all the ſeeds of 
enmity, and quarrels and animoſities will for ever 
ſubſide. | 
At this period men will never think of promoting 

Chriſtianity by the ſword. Such carnal weapons, in 
the hands of miſguided zeal, have been often uſed - 
to force that compliance which would have been 
much ſooner gained by ſolid argument and the 
ſpirit of love. Theſe are the weapons which are 
mighty through God, to pull down ſtrong holds, 
and to bring every thought into the obedience of 
_ Chriſt; and they are all the weapons which will 

'then be uſed for the purpoſe. The ſword, at the 

time here referred to, will be no more employed in 

the buſineſs of perſecution. Religion will not then 
be held criminal; nor will any man be thought 
amenable to his fellow- creatures for matters of faith, 


Or 
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or modes of worſhip. Fines, imprifonment, and 
death, for things purely ſpiritual, and in which no 
man nor any power upon earth has any right to in- 
terfere, will be held in univerſal abhorrence. 
When the kingdoms of this world ſhall become 
the kingdoms of God and of his Chriſt, there ſhall 
be no more wars of any kind. When we look back 
on the Hiſtory of the World, we have reaſon to be- 
wail the depravity of mankind in every age, and in 
every country. The human ſpecies has been far 
more deſtructive one to another, than the moſt ob- 
noxious and ſavage animals: theſe are in general 
harmleſs and peaceable to their own kind. Where 
one wolf has been killed by another, or one viper 
by another, a thouſand men have loſt their lives by 
the cruel hands of their fellow- creatures. The reign 
of ſin has been bloody and deſperate, and it till 
continues very awful and tremendous. Where is 
the family in Europe where the ravages of war have 
not entered, with all their dreadful attendants of 
lamentation and woe, within theſe few years? For 
the elect's fake theſe days ſhall be ſhortened. God 
ſhall ſay to the devouring ſword, it is enough ; the 
bowels of his compaſſion will yearn over the bleed- 
ing miſeries of mankind ; and he will effeCtually 
and for ever ſtop the din of arms, and the ſhedding. 
of human blood. Hail auſpicious time! ſo truly 
favourable to the felicity of mankind. We look 
forward with eager expeCtation to thine approach; 
when love ſhall rule in every heart ; when inteſtine 
diviſions, foreign invaſions, and continental wars 
ſhall be heard of no more ; nor the report of thou- 
ſands falling ſhock- the feelings of the ſoul. The 
Temple of Janus will then be finally ſhut. The 
peaceful dove will wave the olive branch over the 
long diſtracted world. Days infinitely more blefſed 
to ſee, than Rome at its higheſt pitch of grandeur, 
or Solomon in all his glory. | | 

This ſubject, and the different views and conduct 
of men about it, may ſerve to give us a diſtinguiſh- 


of Chriſt. They find it more convenient to move 


rent and the rapidity of its riſe, expecting that theſe 
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Ing criterion of character. There is nothing on 
which men more decidedly divide than what relates 
to the kingdom and intereſt of Jeſus Chriſt. One 
party is endeavouring to promote it with all their 
power. Theſe rejoice in its proſperity, and wiſh 
above all things to ſee it obtain more fully and ex- 
tenſively in the world; but the enemies of this cauſe 
purſue a different courſe. ' They conſider all the 
pains that are taken as the effect of enthuſiaſm, and 
upon all occaſions repreſent its friends as a ſet of 
ignorant and deluded men. They ſuppoſe them- 
ſelves wiſe and great in proportion to their abilities 
ro encounter the evidences of Chriſtianity, and to 
hinder its further progreſs. There are others who 
ſtand neuter. Their buſineſs is to look on, and to 
act as opportunity offers for their honour or emolu- 
ment. eſe are of a Laodecean deſcription, and 
mind their own concerns much more than the glory 


in the old ſphere, and common beaten track. It 
would be too. great a piece of condeſcenſion to 
come down from their eminence, and loſe the ho- 
nour of being called of men Rabbi, Rabbi. 

There is no difficulty in certain caſes to diſtinguiſh 
characters. When men are under the neceſſity of 
ſhewing on what fide they are, the conduct ſhews 
the man. Suppoſe a river ſhould overflow its banks, 
and the waters of that river had a new channel to 
find, it would no doubt attract the attention of the 
whole neighbourhood. In this caſe men would act 
according to their ſeveral inclinations and intereſts, 
Some, who conſidered this event as the greateſt 
bleſſing, would rejoice in the expe of the cur- 


waters would fertilize the whole cquntry. Theſe 
would of courſe do every thing in their power to 
remove obſtructions, and to facilitate the- progreſs 
of the ſtream, following it with encreafing pleaſure 
as far as the eye could reach; but there might be 
others actuated by different feelings, and employed 
Vor. II. . 1 
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in another way. They might fear that theſe ſtreams 
would do them a material injury, by coming with 
ſuch violence as to break down their fences, cover 
their gardens, and in a great meaſure ſpoil their 
lands. Theſe fears would. no doubt prompt to 
action, and means would be uſed, either to keep 
down the river, or, by proper banks and wears, to 
ard it from themſelves. 

As ſo much is yet to be done, and certainly will 
be done, let us be encouraged to pray with greater 
faith and fervency for the ſucceſs of the Goſpel. 
The prayers of faith have done wonderful things. 
The Prophecies and promifes of the Bible preſented 
to God, in the lively exerciſe of fervent defire, can 
never fail of obtaining a gracious return of ſpiritual 


bleſſings. When the Chriſtian world travails in 


birth, Chriſt will be formed in men the hope of 


glory. Luther judged of the ſucceſs of his attempts 
by his previous trials and prayers; and well he 


might; for when any thing great is to be done, 
Satan ſtirs up adverſaries to oppofe, and God ſtirs 
up his friends to redouble their applications to his 
- It is faid of David Brainard, the Miſſionary 
to the Indians (by his Biographer, Preſident Ed- 
wards), that the ſubſtance of his prayers (during the 
time of his viſit at the Preſident's houſe) reſpected 
the ſalvation of the ignorant and benighted parts of 
the world. Their miſerable condition ſo affected 
his mind, and it had wrought itfelf ſo powerfully 
into the feelings of his heart, that it was always 


uppermoſt in his addreſſes to God. Brethren, what 


are your feelings and delires reſpecting the enlarge- 
ment of the kingdom of Chriſt, and the ſalvation of 
men? With what degree of holy aſpiration do theſe 
deſires riſe to God in your beſt moments? You know 


the importance and excellency of Chriſtianity, how 


much by the Goſpel has been done for you, and 
what obligations you are under fgr all the bleſſings 


you receive: under the influence of theſe fentiments 


is it not your prevailing wiſh that others may par- 
B27 take 
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take of the ſame favours? There are bleſſings yet in 
reverſion, and the ſame power which has applied 
them ſavingly to you, can make them effectual to 
others : Pray, therefore, pray for the illumination 
and converſi 

the fire of Divine love and Chriſtian devotion will 
not die away on the altar of our hearts. To out- 
live our zeal for God, and earneſt concern for men, 
is a moſt dreadful thing. I moſt ſolemnly deprecate 
this deadly evil, If man's ſalvation engaged the 
thoughts of God from everlaſting ; if it brought 
Jeſus Chriſt from Heaven; if it now engages the 
attention of the Chriſtian world ; if it has for its 
object the glory of God; if it is ſo important an 
article in the Prophecies of the Scriptures; and is 
ſo eſſential to our own happineſs, the happineſs of 
our families, and of the whole world ; ſurely we 
cannot be indifferent about its ſucceſs. Let us 
humbly beſiege the Divine Throne, and give God 
no reſt till he makes Jeruſalem a praiſe throughout 
all the earth. 


on of ſuch as are yet without. Surely 
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SERMON I. 


e HABAKKUK ii. - 3 

The Viſon is yet for an afyrointed Time, but at the End 
it Mall ſpeak and not Lie: though it tarry, wait thou 

for it, becauſe it will ſurely come, it will not tarry. 


M thoughts, faith the Lord, are not your 
thoughts. How abundantly is this truth exempli- 
| fied throughout the hiſtory of man! How common 
is it to murmur at the righteous conduct of a wiſe 
and good, but often, inforutable Providence! Be- 
cauſe we cannot comprehend the myſterious pro- 
ceedings of him, who giveth no account of any of 
his matters, we think we have @ right. to arraign 
him at our tribunal, to ſtrive with our Maker, and 
then charge him with folly. Thus the Prophet, 
vrhoſe words we have read, appears in the pre- 
ceding chapter. The holy man had beheld with 
grief the melancholy prevalence of ſtrife and con- 
tention, of ſpoiling and violence, and his ſoul was 
improperly lifted up within him. He had been in- 
terceding for a. rebellious people, and thought his 
prayers were not regarded. Lord, ſaid he, howW 
long ſhall I cry and thou wilt not hear? How com- 
mon is it to limit the Holy One of Iſrael! Imme- 
diately upon the Prophet uttering theſe words, a 
fearful viſion, compoſed of images the moſt terrific, 
crouds upon his mind. Tbe Chaldeans, a bitter 
and haſty nation, appear on their march, terrible 
and dreadful. They ſcoff at kings, and princes are 


their ſcorn; they deride every ſtrong hold, and 


gather the captives as the ſand. The great God. 
* „ acknow 
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_-acknowledges all this as his own doing. I, ſays he, 
will work a work in your days, which ye will not 
believe, though it were told you. The ſovereignt 
of Jehovah inſpires a good man with ſtrong confi- 
dence. The world may be in confuſion, but while 
a Lord reigneth, the righteous have nothing to 

fear. n 

Thus Habakkuk, when overwhelmed with the 
ſubject of his own viſion, remembers God; con- 
ſiders what he is, and obtains reſt in the day of 
trouble. Amidſt the terrible havock which the 
hammer of the whole earth ſhould be ſuffered to 
make, he properly calculates upon the deſigns of 
the Moſt High. Thou haſt, ſaid he, ordained them 
for judgment: thou haſt eſtabliſhed them for cor- 
rection: thou art now exerciſing thy paternal re- 

gard towards thy own children. They have acted 

perverſely, and thou art now chaſtifing them; but 
thou wilt not always chide: thou art from everlaſt- 
ing; and tremendous as thy preſent diſpenſations 
are, we ſhall ſurvive them ; we ſhall not die. This 
is the Prophet's reſting place, and a ſure one it is. 

He then proceeds to act, as every good man ought 
in times of trouble, whether public or more confined ; 
he takes himſelf to prayer. I will ſtand upon my 
watch, and fit me upon my tower, and I will watch 

to ſee what he will ſay unto me. He had an im- 
mediate anſwer. — Write the viſion and make it 
lain upon tables, that he may run that readeth it. 
For the viſion is yet for an appointed time : at pre- 
ſent it may appear dark and incomprehenſible; but 
1 at the end it ſhall ſpeak and not lie: nothing ſhall 
ol pPrevent it. For reaſons known only to myſelf, it 
= ſhall yet tarry for ſome time, and thy duty and in- 
| | tereſt is to wait for it; and this is thine encourage- 
fil ment, It will A come; though the ey 
FF Babylonian may go forth as'a whirlwind, and fcatter 
"Re my people, yet, when the puniſhment of their ini- 
ho quity is accompliſhed, I will muſter the hoſt of the 
battle, and make Babylon itſelf a deſolation. 1 | 
| | | will 


/ 
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will appear then as the reconciled covenant ber 


of my afflicted children, and do great things for 


them. This is my counſel, and it ſhall take place, 


and not tarry a moment beyond the appointed 
time. | | 9 | 
This ſeems to be the connexion of our text. 


But the caſe of Habbakuk was not a ſolitary one; 
ood men have frequently been exerciſed in a ſimi | 


ar way. In our expectations of the accompliſh- 
ment of a promiſed .mercy, how does' every mo- 
ment of delay teem with painful anxiety! Having 
fixed our own time for the conſummation of the 
event, we wonder where is the promiſe of his 
coming; not conſidering that though we might 
have authority to conclude that he would come, 


yet we are chargeable with temerity in fixing lie 


time of his coming. | 

J have no doubt, but that the converſion of the 
Heathen is laid in the eternal purpoſe of Jehovah. 
I am ſure there will be a time, when the dark 
places of the earth, which are full -of the habita- 
tions of cruelty, ſhall become manſions of the 

rince of peace. I know, becauſe God hath ſaid 
it, that 'he will give his ſon the Heathen for his 
inheritance, and the uttermoſt part of the earth 
for his poſſeſſion. I am perſuaded that the truly 
laudable attempt of the Miſſionary Society ſhall be 
owned by the great God, and mentioned with 
honour in the judgment day; but perhaps expec- 
tation may have been raiſed too high. If we 
think, immediately to ſee ſtriking and decifive 
effects; if we think to ſee all at once multitudes 


turning from dumb idols to the living God, the 


event may not juſtify our concluſion, Should this 


be the caſe, and Lou mention it as poſſible, let 


us not be diſcouraged. The object is good, is 
lorious, and the means are proper; and I doubt 


not but the motives of all concerned in jt are up- 


right. 
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Under theſe impreſſions, we may reſt aſſured 
that our hopes ſhall not be put to ſhame. They 
may not be gratified in the exact manner which 
we have preſcribed; but they ſhall, in the ver 

way and manner which infinite wiſdom ſees beſt. 
If expectation be not immediately anſwered; if a 
miſtake has been made as to the time, I think, 
without preſumption, that we may perſuade our- 
ſelves it ſhall be anſwered in the beſt time. And 
whilſt we have been upon our watch to ſee what 
God would ſay unto us, we may conſider this as 
our anſwer: TRE visiown 1s YET FOR AN AP- 
POINTED TIME, BUT AT THE END IT SHALL 
SPEAK AND NOT LIE: THOUGH IT TARRY WAIT 
FOR IT, BECAUSE IT WILL SURELY COME, AND 
NOT TARRY. = ROE, 

In improving theſe words to our preſent purpoſe 
we may confider the following articles : 

Firſt, Fox THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF ALL 
THE DIVINE PURPOSES THERE IS AN APPOINTED 
TIME. | 
Secondly, GoD OFTEN PROTRACTS THE EXE- 
CUTION OF HIS PURPOSES BEYOND HIS PEOPLE'S 
EXPECTATION. | 

Thirdly, THOUGRH GOD MAY PROTRACT THE 
BXECUTION OF HIS PURPOSES BEYOND THE kx- 
PECTATIONS OF HIS PEOPLE, YET IT Is THEIR 
DUTY TO WAIT. 

Fourty. WHATEVER GOD HATH APPOINT- 
ED SHALL SURELY COME TO PASS, PRECISELY 
AS HE HATH PROMISED. „ 

In the firſt place, we are taught by the dic- 
tates of reaſon itſelf, that, if there be a ſupreme 
power of infinite perfections, ſuch in their nature 
as are commonly aſcribed to intelligent beings, all 
things muſt proceed from his ordination, and come 
under his immediate ſuperintendance; that he 
muſt 


« See with equal eye, as God of all, 
« A hero perith or a ſparrow fall.” , 
| Cold 
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Cold and cheerleſs is the confideration of a 
world, or _ art of it, being excluded from the 
dominion o God. As well may we talk of a 
world being produced by chance, as, that a world, 
when produced, is left to the effects of chance. 
No; the Lord hath done that which he deviſed. 
The moſt high ruleth in the kingdom of men, and 
he doeth according to his will in the army of hea- 
ven, and among the inhabitants of the earth. 
How. ſupporting! how animating! this conſidera- 
tion at all times, but particularly in the preſent 
portentous ſeaſon, when men's hearts are failin 
them for fear, and for looking for thoſe things 
that are coming upon the earth. 270 hg 
Thoſe who are intereſted in the deſign of this 
Society, in contemplating the uncertainty of the 
enterprize, and the peril of thoſe men who have 
hazarded their lives for the ſake of the Lord Jeſus, 
may be ſenſible of ge concern; yet, Ong 
to the principle of the divine government, they loſe 
their ven He, to whom winds and wayes are 
obedient, has taken the ſhip DV under his com 
mand. Infallible pilot! Whether ſhe has been 
wrecked upon that coaſt, accurfed © by Chriſtian 
* crimes, and Europe's cruel ſons ;” foundered at 
Cape Horn; or landed her rich invaluable cargo 
upon the ever vernal ſhores of OrAHRITE, the 
Judge of the whole earth has done right; and this, 
- well as all his other works, ſhall ultimately praife - 

im | | | 


e are neceſſarily led to conclude, that that 
God, who has fixed the nature, and ſuperintends 
the operations of men and things, has eſtabliſned 
an order of time for the profecutiqn of his deſigns. 
No circumſtance depends for its exiſtence upon 
blind contingency, byt in the language of Jehovah 
himſelf, I am God, and there is none elſe, de- 
claring the end from the beginning, and from an- 
cient times the things that are not yet done“. 

T0 * "Iſaiah, xlvi 109, 3 
M2 5 Ta 
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Jo every thing there is a ſeaſon. It was not left 
to accident, whether DiocLtsran, ſhould ravage 
the church, and ConsTANTINE lay the foundation 
of its falſe, deſtructive greatneſs in the fourth cen- 
tury. Whether ZAchERT, PEPIN, or CHARLE= 
MAGN=, ſhould raiſe the power of antichriſt to, the 
plenitude of its impious domination in the eighth 
century; or a WHITFIELD lift his voice in the 
lorious cauſe of heavenly truth, and point. poor 
1 to the Lamb of God, in the eighteenth 
century. No; all theſe events were the effects of 
infinite contrivance, brought forth and matured in 
the appointed times. The evidence to illuſtrate and 
confirm this fact is ſa abundant, that the chief 
f difficulty is to be parſimonious enough in our ſelec - 
tion. 1 32 ha Phe ora 
When the prophet Daniel beheld, in viſion, the. 
man of ſin ſpeaking great words againſt the moſt; 
high, and wearing out the ſaints of the moſt high; 
it was given into his hand for a time, aud times, and 
the dividing of times*. When two witneſſes had 
power given them to propheſy, the very period of 
their propheſying was fixed to a thauſend two hundred 
and threeſcore days. And when they, had finiſhed 
their teſtimony, and were ſlain by the beaſt, their 
dead bodies were to lie in the ſtreet of the great 
city three days and & half Fo N 
Is it a part of the divine purpoſe to make the 
kingdoms of this world the kingdoms of God and 
of Bis Chriſt? The time is determined; and when 
the /et time is come, the Lord will arife and have 
mercy upon Zion. The millions of our fellow 
creatures, who are now in the region of the ſhadow 
of death, ſhall emerge from ſin and error, and 
ſtretch out their hands unto God, Yes; the time, 
the year, the day is familiar to him, who calleth 
the things that are not as though they were, when 
the inhabitants of the palar region ſhall feel the 


DER 


* Danicl, vii, 25, . Revelations, xl, _ 
* genial 


and we will walk in his paths. es 
_ What heart, ſenſible of love to God and the 
ſouls of men, but beats high with anticipation. of 
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genial influence of the ſun of righteouſneſs; when 
thoſe of our fellow men, who glare beneath the 
line,“ ſhall be led to fountains of living water, 


and repoſe themſelves under the ſhadow of a great 
rock. Yes; the time is fixed, when all men, 
whether ſhivering upon the inhoſpitable ſhores of 
Kamtſchatka, or in 45 friendleſs deſert of Siberia; 
whether ſcattered among all nations, ſtill obſtinate 
in their denial of the Son of God; or throughout 
the continental part of Europe, ſubſtituting pue- 
rile pageantry for the ſimplicity of the goſpel; or 
in guilty, highly favoured Britain, crucifying the 
Son of God afreſh by avowed contempt of his 
bleſſed goſpel : . Ves, I ſay, the time is fixed, when 
all theſe, whether Jew or Gentile, Barbarian. or 
Scythian, Bond or Free, European or Aſiatic, 
African or American, ſhall feel the mighty power 
f the Lord Jeſus, and ſay, come let us go up to 
2 \ houſe of the Lord, to the mountains of the 
God of Jacob, and he will teach us of his ways, 


that glorious ſeaſon, when the trumpet of the 


everlaſting goſpel. ſhall ſound throughout the habi- 


table world, and: the horrible trump of war be 


heard no more? Who among us can be unmoved, 


when he beholds, in the viſion of the book of God, 
the time when pagan altars, ſtained with human 


blood, ſhall be /thrown down, and pure incenſe 
offered upon altars erected to the Lord Jeſus? 


Who—when he beholds the time in which papal 
ſuperſtition, Gallic infidelity, and Britiſh hypoeriſy 
ſhall be conſumed by the Lord, with the ſpirit of 
his mouth and the brightneſs of his coming? Who 
does not cry, amen! even ſo come Lord Jeſus ? 
In the fond place we obſerve, TkRaT GOD 


' OFTEN PROTRACTS THE EXECUTION OF HIS 


PURPOSES BEYOND HIS PEQPLES EXPECTA- 
TION, | | N 
a 3 Few 
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Few are the men, who have paid any attention 
to the operation of their own minds, but what 
have proved the truth of this remark. For the il- 


luſtration of it, the fcripture affords many exam- 


ples. When, in conſequence of the ſins of God's 
profeſſing people, the enemy roared in the ſanctu- 
ary and ſet up their enſigns as ſigns “, a pious 
pfalmiſt, deeply affected with the diſgrace of 
Iſrael, entreated Jehovah in their behalf. He 
ſeemed to have reckoned upon the certainty of his 
gracious interpoſition, and fixed the time when it 
ſhould take place; but finding himſelf miſtaken 
in his calculation, he exclaims at the delay of the 
expected mercy, How long O Lord? Thou haft 
tranſgreſſed the time of thy return. Pluck thy 
hand out of thy boffom! _ e 
When, in the days of Iſaiah, the Lord was 
wrath with his people, and ſmote them becauſe of 
their iniquity; the pious ſeer lamented their apoſ- 
tacy, and made interceſſion for their fakes. In his 
own mind he had fixed the: time of deliverance, 
when God fhould ariſe, make bare his wonder- 
working arm, and turn away the calamity of his 

ple; but herein he was miftaken. We wait, 
fays he, for light, but behold obſcurity f. We 
thought before now to have ſeen the bright fymbol 
of Jehoyah's preſence, but we were miſtaken as 


* 


* 


to the time. . 156. 17308 

Much of the ſame ſpirit diſtinguiſhed the imme- 
diate followers of Jeſus Chriſt. We truſted, ' ſaid 
they, that this had been he who ſhould have re- 
deemed Iſrael. Thus far they were right in the 
fulleſt ſenſe thereof. Jeſus will bring redemption 
to Iſrael. But then they were miſtaken in tie time. 
Faq day is the third day ſince theſe things were 
done. We thought it had been to have taken 


place immediately; and we have been looking for 
the kingdom of God, but alas it is far off! 


Pn, bat. . + Iſaiah lx. 9. 
1 i Wiſely 
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Wiſely and compaſſionately has it been ordered 


that it is not for us to know the times and the ſea- 
ſons, Let example illuſtrate my meaning: Sup- 
poſe the governor of the world had left it upon 
record, that on the firſt of May 1800, and not till 
then, he would ſend the rod of his ſtrength out of 
Zion, and begin his great work in the earth. 
Such a diſcloſure, I am afraid, would throughout 
all the intermediate ſeaſon, make us, as miniſters, 
more criminally languid; and our people more 
ſhamefully careleſs. 

Sanots again, that the ſame God. had indulged 
us with a fight of that book which includes all the 
fates of men ; and permitted us, by prying between 

the folded leaves, to aſcertain the time when the 
partner of our lives, our deareſt ſelf, ſhould be re- 
moved by a ſtroke; or, when a dearly beloved 
child, the fond hope of our declining years, ſhould 
immaturely fall by the relentleſs hand of death. 
A knowledge of theſe things would be like: a 
worm at the root of all our comforts; totally de- 
ſtroy every antecedent bleſſing, and render life it; 
ſelf inſupportable. Let us then thank God that 
he has drawn a veil over the things of to-morrow, 
and kindly concealed from us what a day may 
bring forth. 2 0 

Another evil conſequence would moſt probably 
accrue from ſuch a diſcloſure. It has ever been 
the manner of divine Providence to effectuate its 
deſigns by long preparatory means; and ſome of 
ches, abſolutely eſſential to the end, are in them- 
ſelves ſmall and trifling; upon account of which, 
we ſhould not think of applying them to ſuch pur- 
poſes. A little attention to the hiſtory of Provi- 
dence will abundantly ſhew, that effects, the 

moſt material, have iſſued from cauſes apparently 
the moſt remote and inadequate. Little did: the 
Philiſtines think, when they invaded the land- of 
Iſrael, that they were by that very means reſcu- 

ing David, their formidable foe, from the hand of 


the 
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the deſtroyer. As little did Haman, the proud im- 
perious Haman think, when he obtained a decree 
for extirpating the Jews, that he was then obtain- 
ing his own death warrant. Little did he think, 
when he ordered a gallows fifty cubits high to be 
built for Mordecai, that Providence Jefivnet it 
for Haman. Thus we ſee how God acts contrary 
to the expectations of his creatures, both as to 
things and ſeaſons. * O! blindneſs of the future 
« wiſely given!” 1 4h 
In the third place we are led to remark, Tyar 
THOUGH GOD MAY PROTRACT THE EXECUTION 
OF HIS PURPOSES BEYOND THE EXPECTATION 
OF HIS PEOPLE, YET IT 1S THEIR DUTY TO 
WAIT. PLE oe 5 
To evince the propriety of ſuch a duty, this 
reaſon may be adduced: GOD ALONE KNows 
THE BEST TIME. Much depends upon what 
ſome have called timing a mercy. A mercy of the 
fame intrinſic value is of much more comparative 
value at one time than at another. God has 
made every thing beautiful in its ſeaſon, and much 
of its beauty is given to it by the ſeaſon. This is 
one great excellency of God's government, that 
every thing is produced at a proper ſeaſon. He 
hath determined the times before appointed: And 
that great event, for which all good men devyoutly 
wiſh, ſhall take place in the diſpenſation of the 
fulneſs of times. The time determined upon by 
infinite wiſdom is the moſt proper; and he knows 
which time is the moſt proper, becauſe he is capa- 
ble of knowing all things in their whole connex- 
ions and dependencies; perfectly knowing what 
this and that will produce in endleſs ſucceſſion. It 
muſt appear clear to every one, how different in its 
effects the ſame thing would prove at one time, 
from what it would at another; and probably 
this was one reaſon, why the wiſe man exclaimed, 
Who knoweth what is good for man in this life? 
Man does not know it, becauſe he does not know 
| ; what 
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what would be the effects of any one thing; but 
God does, and therefgfe he will do all things well, 
in the beſt manner, and the beſt time. For this 
reaſon, let it be our language, it is good for a man 
both to hope and quietly to wait for the ſalvation 
of the Lord. 1 38 „ 1 | a j 
But here our attention ſhould: be employed 
about the manner of waiting. Alt is an incontroverti- 
ble fact, that all reſiſtance to the divine will is 
like ſetting briars and thorns againſt Omnipotence: 
We may fret and repine, but God will be un- 
moved. His purpoſe ſhall ſtand, nor can all our 
preci on accelerate it one degree. God will 
travel on his own way, at his own rate; ſo that in 
fact, whether man, ſtrange unaccountable man, be 
willing to wait or not, wait he muſt. The exhor- 
tation in the text, and other ſimilar ones, there- 
fore, imply the manner in which we are to wait. 
This muſt be done 7 calmly. I waited pa- 
tiently for the Lord, Pſalm xl. 1. It is well ex- 
_ by Jeremiah, quietly to wait, Lamentations 
iii. 26. | Tt 49 
In ſome ufihappy moments, when left to them» 
ſelves, how improperly do even good men act; de- 
feated in their expettations, inſtead of cheertully 
reſigning themſelves to the divine will, they are 
like bullocks unaccuſtomed to the yoke. - With 
holy Eliſha they ſay, this evil is of the Lord, what 
ſhould I wait for the Lord any longer, 2 Kings vi. 


Wa a temper like this we ſhould cautiouſly - 
guard. It is an inſult to God, and an injury to 
ourſelves. He that believeth ſhould not make 
haſte. If infinite wiſdom preclude a poor worm 

from his council, muſt he murm u, and with impi- 
dus arrogance atk, what doeſt thou? God forbid} 
Rather let him be ſtill, and know that he is God. 

What bright examples do the ſcriptures exhibit of 
this proper kind of waiting. Hear Ifaiah : I will 


IR eros 
98 TRE CERTAIN ACCOMPLISHMENT 


wait upon the Lord who hideth his face, and I will 
look for him, Chapter viii. 17. e 
In the days of Micah, when the mind of the 
faithful Prophet was ſorely grieved for the tranſ 
greſſion of Iſrael, therefore, Pia he, I will look 
unto the Lord, and I will wait for the God of my 
ſalvation. We ſhould take ſuch men for our pat- 
terns. We ſhould endeavour to feel and act as 
they did, and the event would abundantly authen- 
ticate the propriety of ſo doing. We ſhould doubt- 
leſs, at the conclufion, have reaſon to ſay, this is 
my. God, I have waited for him, he is come, and 
he will ſave nme. „ 
- Real Chriſtian waiting does not exclude all acti- 
vity. We are not to fay, I will abandon my part 
of action, ſeclude myſelf from all ſociety, and; im- 
mured in indolence, wait the Lord's time. No; 
ſuch flothful ſervants are to expect the rebuke of 
their maſter, who expects them to watch for his 
coming. However many -our inducements may be 
wto commence Quietiſis, it is but feldom that © the 
“ poſt of honour is a private ſtation.” A man, 
whoſe work it is to ſave ſouls, will always find 
enough to do. .. Miniſters and people ſhould always 
be diligent about the great object of their concern. 
It is our duty to be continually upon the tower of 
obſervation, and to ſeize every opportunity to do 
ſomething for God and immortal ſouls. Brethren, 
if the time be not yet come when the ſable or the 
a tawny part of the great family of man ſhall repair 
in a body to the ſtandard of the croſs, yet if but 
one ſoul be turned from the error of his ways, our 
object is attained; in compariſon with which, the 
eſtabliſhment of an empire, or the diſcovery of a 
.new world, bears no proportion. We know not, 
if there ſhould be but one ſoul converted by all the 
preſent Miſſionaries, but that one ſoul may-be the 
firſt fruits of a glorious harveſt, and the very cauſe 
of that harveſt. He may be the very man whom 
Providence has deſigned for the in-gathering. of his 
4.5 ; MW 3 numerous 
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numerous brethren. If we do not immediately 
ſee the abundance of the iſles converted unto God, 
in the language of a friend of mine, 4 doubt not 
„but there will be a candle lit that ſhall ' not be 
put out until Jeſus Chriſt comes to judgment.“ 
Though the completion of the | glorious ſcheme; 


ſhould tarry beyond the time of your expe&tations . 


yet wait for it. Be aſſured that at the end, and 


— 


there is an appointed end, it ſhall ſpeak and not 
he; it ſhall ſurely come, and not tarry. xx. 
. This leads us in the fourth place to prove, THAT 
WHATEVER GOD (HATH APPOINTED SHALL - 
SURELY COME'TO PASS, PRECISELY AS HER HATH: 
Pl.. OT, To 400 DBP 
It ſhall ſpeak, faith our text. It may for a ſea- 
ſon be filent as a thing forgotten. There may be 
no ſymptoms of its exiſtence. '*Alkthings may con- 
tinue as they were; and infidelity may vauntingly 
aſk, where 1s the promiſe of his coming? 'But at 
the end, the time fixed for the end; it ſhall ſpeak : 
men ſhall then know its meaning. This was 
ſtrikingly the caſe reſpeQing'"the object of this 


very Furman The proud Chaldeans were per- 


mitted to maintain the captivity of God's people 
for a long time. Many a pious Iſraelite ſat down 
by the waters of Babylon, remembered Zion, and 
wept; thought God was ſlack concerning his pro- 
5 and deſpaired of ever again ſeeing the city 
of the great king; but when the ſet time was 
come, a e ee, from the eaſt had his flight - 


directed by Jehovah, and perched upon the top- 


moſt branches of imperious Babylon. Before 
Cyrus, the anointed of the Lord, the gates of 
braſs were broken in pieces. and the bars of iron 
were cut aſunder. Bel bowed down. Nebo ſtoop- 
ed, and the glory of the Chaldees' excellency was 


oOverthrown. 


* 


Thus the viſion ſpoke, and did not lie. It ſpoke 
exactly at the period preſcribed. by God, at the end. 
Before they were given ** the hand of the _— 
þ i vF 3 (| 
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* 


he that gave them fixed the very term of their 


captivity, Jeremiah xxv. 11. Theſe nations ſhall 
ſerve the king of Babylon ſeventy: years; and when 
the ſeventy years are accomplithed; 1 will puniſh 
the king of Babylon. The events demonſtrated 
the truth of the prediction: and the viſion ſpoke 


r bond wont log 
Concurrent with the preceding circumſtance, 


the Scriptures every where repreſent the God of 


Iſrael as a promiſe keeping God. Did he inform 
Abraham that his ſeed ſhould be à ſtranger in a 
land that was not theirs; and that they ſhould 
ſerve their enemies, and be afflicted by them? And 
did he not alſo promiſe that he would judge that 
nation whom they, ſerved, and bring them out 
again with great ſubſtance? Geneſis. xv. 14. Did 
he not do as he had faid, when he brought his 


| & 2 out of the land of Egypt, and out of the 


ouſe of bondage? l oo oghys hes 
: -Did he promiſe by, Daniel that at the end of 
ſeventy weeks (four hundred and ninety years), he 
would finiſh tranſgreſſion and make an end of ſin; 
make reconciliation for iniquity, and bring in an 
everlaſting righteouſneſs? Daniel ix. 24. Did he 
not become the end of the law for righteouſneſs? 
And is he nat now, in the eſteem of all his real 
people, THE LORD THEIR RIGHTEOUSNESS? 


Did he not, when he ſhed his blood upen Cal. 
vary, make a full and eternal ſatisfaction for all the 
fins of his ele&t? Did not the glorious, Jeſus de- 


clare, with his expiring lips, it is finiſhed ? And as for 


our tranſgreſſions did he not purge them all away, 
and make reconeiliation for the tins of his people 7 
There may be many obſtructions in the way of 
the accompliſhment of the divine purpoſes ; but 


all muſt-give way. Who art thou, O great moun- 


tain ; before Zerubbabel thou art a plajn. Pharoah, 


in the madneſs of his heart, may be urged on ta 
24 will purſue, I will overtake, I will divide 
the- ſpoil, my Juſt ſhall be ſatisßed upon them, 1 
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forth, the work muſt take place, whether in the 


iſles of the ſea, the plains of Hindoſtan, or the 


wilds of Africa. Nothing is wanting but for God 
to, take to himſelf his great power, and he will | 


reign. | | | 4 | .; v4 
. We may further add. God*not only infallibly 
accompliſhes his own purpoſes, but he does it ak 
ways at the appointed lime. I he viſion (hall ſpeak 
at the end, and at no other time. In confirmation 


of this pot the evidence is pertinent and abun- 


dant. hen God made promiſe to Abraham of 


the reſtoration of his ſeed, he mentioned the very 
year when it ſhould take place. Aſter four hundred 
years, Geneſis xv. 13. Neither the power nor 


policy of Egypt, though both were employed, 
Lud procraſtinate the event for a fingle day; for 


- 
* 
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at the end of the four! hundred and thirty years* tlie 
felf-fame day, it came to paſs, that all the hoſt of 
| the Lord went forth out of the land of Egypt, 
A 5 | Neat 

- Vaſt as the intermediate ſpace was, he, with 
whom a thoufand years are as one day, was ever 
mindful of his promiſe; and though, in the 
_ eſteem of many of the family of Jacob, it ſeemed 
to Garry; yet it did not tarry beyond the appointed 


The promiſe in our text, aſſociated with its pa- 
rallel one in Jeremiah xxv. is a further illuſtra- 
tion of this doctrine The viſion was to ſpeak at 
the end of ſeventy 'years. When the time came, 
the Lord put it into the heart of Cyrus to publiſh 
his generous decree. The band of God was fo 


manifeſt in it, that they faid among the Heathen, 


The" Lord hath done great things for them. How 
wonderfully did all this take place. The Lord 
ſtirred up the ſpirit of Cyrus, fa he might fulfil 
the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah. 
2 Chronicles xxxvi. 22. The viſion had been for 
an appointed time, but when the end came it ſpake 
and did not lie. And thus will he that rules 
among men exerciſe his ſovereign prerogative ; 
maintain his dominion in the earth, until he has 
accompliſhed the number of his ele&; and then 
burn our world, and take his ſaints to glory. - 
It is now ſurely high time to come to a conclu- 
fion. But bear with me a little longer, while we 
mquire, what countenance does the viſion of pro- 
pheey afford to the expectations of the Miſſionary 
Society ? What ſaith the Lord, concerning the 
nations that are now dead in fin? 


»The difference of the two numbers may be reconciled, by 
fixing that of the four hundred and thirty years at the time when 
Abraham came firſt to Canaan, which was twenty-five years before 
the birth of Iſrael; and that of the four hundred years, at tlie 
birth of Iſaac, which, though in fact, four hundred and five 
Fears, yet for the. ſake of a round number are called four hundred. 


$7 Et ON 


or DIVINE PREDICTIONS | 0 03 


It faith—1 WILL'SAY TO THS 3 olvs 
vr. Thoſe rude and frozen regions ſhall feel theit 
icy fetters drop off; and, invigorated by the influ- 
ence of the glorious goſpel of the bleſſed God, 
ſhall go forth as the ſun in his ſtrength. 5 
Tux sour SHALL NOT KEEP, BACK. Its 
cluſtered iſlands ſhall yield a prolific harveſt to the 
ſon of man. Its inhabitants ſhall breath a purer 
air, and feaſt on more delicious fruits. They ſhall 
eat of the tree of life, which is in the midſt of the 
paradiſe of God. PzLEw ſhall ſee fairer ſcenes 
ariſe, than thoſe deſcribed in, what ſome have 
called, the fabled page of Keate.“ 
he luxuriant eaſt, with all its various tribes, 
whether immured in China, or wandering on the 
banks of the Ganges, ſhall ſee the orient morn of 
fo of mercy dawning ; the day-ſpring from on 

ſhall viſit them, and they ſhall break forth 
into Joy, and fing together, How beautiful upon 
the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth 
good tidings! | 

The weſt ſhall not be forg otten. It ſhall alſo 
ſhare the bleſſing from the 644 He that ſaith, I - 
WILL BRING MY SEED FROM THE EAST, ſaith 
alſo, I wILL GATHER THEE FROM THE WEST. 
Like the ſun that goeth forth out of its chamber, 
the glorious grace of God ſhall travel on, until all 
the ends of a N e ſeen his ſalvation, and 

ople and tiibes of every tongue” riſe up an 
aal bin bleſſed. _ een 1 | 

What reaſon have we to expect that the viſion, 
which preſents ſo favourable an aſpect to the ſouls © 
of men, is now drawing near its end? We are told 
by the prophet Haggai, and his apoſtolic commen- 
tator, that previouſly to the coming of the deſire 

« of all nations which coming refers ultimately to 
an event not yet fulfilled), that he will ſhake the 
heavens, and the earth, and the fea, and the dry. I 


NES Author of he Hiltory of the Pelew Iſlands. | 


CY 


land. b 
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land. Confult the ſtate of Europe; when were 
the figns of the times ſo portentous? The beſom 
of deſtruction is now ſweeping the European 
world. Happy for. the church it has nothing ts 
fear; he, in whofe hands the beſom is, will dif- 
cern between the righteous and the wicked; and 
we truſt, that the preſent ſtorm, which is daily 
roaring ſtill louder and louder, will uſher in that 
fplendid ſeaſon, when the light of the moon ſhall 
be as the light of the ſun, and the light of the fun 
ſhall be feven fold as the light of feven days. _ 
| Previouſly to any important event, the minds of 
men have been ſenſible of a preparatory influence; 
they have had a pre-monition of what was ap- 
proaching. Juft as the Saviourofthe world appeared, 
not only in Judea were devout perfons waiting for 
the conſolation of Iſrael, but among the Heathen 
an expectation prevailed of the approximation of 
ſome 1lluſtrious perſon. What an unuſual concern 
has occupied the minds of men of all perfuaſions 
in the preſent day for the converſion of the 
heathen! The expeQation of mad cruſaders, who 
endeavoured to convert the infidels of Paleftine by 
fire and ſword, might reaſonably be defeated; but 
ſurely it has not been God's common method to 
diſregard the united prayers of the thouſands of 
his Iſrael. Men, Brethren, and Fathers, let it be 
our united requeſt, that the ſpirit may be poured 
down from on high, and then, we know, the wil- 
derneſs ſhall be like Eden. es ops 
Let us not be weary in well-doing. Many of 
you, I truſt, ſhall be diſtinguiſhed in the laſt day, 
ore an aſſembled world, as the happy inftru=- 
ments of ſending falvation to your poor Heathen 
brethren. In that day your name ſhall be men- 
tioned with applauſe. Converted Pagans will then 
ſtand up and ſay, There is the man by whoſe 
ce kind. aid, and pions folicitude for the welfare 
* of immortal ſouls, the ſtandard of the croſs of 
* Ghrift was erected in my guilty country. m 
8. | « ſe 
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«fed be the womb that bare him.“ This conſide- 
ration ſhould energize even apathy itſelf, and ope- 
rate as an incitement to abound in the work of 
he Lord, knowing that our labour is not in vain in 
im, i | | 
To conclude. While we are concerned for the 
ſalvation of others, let us take heed that we do not 
negle& our own. It is poſſible that a cafe ſo me- 
lancholy may happen. Bad men may, from cer- 
tain motives, be engaged in good things. The 
heart is very deceitful ; and, as our all depends 
upon its ſtate, we cannot be too aſſiduous in our 
attention to it. Should it ſo come to paſs, 
that any man of this immenſe bags hs ay in the 
laſt day ſhould be found at the left hand of the 
joe judge of all, better he had never been born. 
is damnation will be of no common kind. 
Should the ſame perſon ſee, among the multitude 
of the redeemed, men, to whoſe Alvation he had 
contributed, and yet he himſelf be without any part 
or lot in the matter, what will be his feelings! 
How intolerable his ſtate! But we hope better 
things of you, though we thus ſpeak; and we earneſt- 
ly pray, that each of you, in that ſolemn day, ma 
occupy a ſtation, among the great multitude whic 
no man can number, before the throne and before 
the lamb. To him be glory for ever. b | 
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© COLOSSIANS I. 19, 20. 


For it pleaſed the Father that in kim frould all fullneſs 
dwell: And having made peace through the blood of 

his croſs, by him to reconcile all things unto kimſelf, by 
/ © him, I ſay, whether they be things in Earth, or things 
in Heaven. | | e | 


IN theſe words we contemplate a plan of aſto- 
niſhing grace, grandeur, and extent; a: plan. 
tormed in Heaven, but embracing the whole earth, 
as well as all things which are in Heaven. The 
8 principles too are laid down, which enſure its glo- 
rious completion, and which aſcertain our duty and 
obligations in relation to this great and gracious 
deſign. Theſe ſubjects cannot be unſuitable matter 
of diſcourſe, when aſſembled for the very purpoſe 
of proſecuting that important object. You, my 
highly reſpected Friends, Brethren and Fathers, will, 
without my affiſtance, find in theſe topics much 
_ pleaſing, and uſeful, and animating inſtruction and 
encouragement. You are as well diſpoſed too, I. 
truſt, as you are able, to ſupply my defects, and to 
receive, with indulgent candour, ſuch plain thoughts 
as I have to offer. May the great Maſter of Aſſem- 
blies be preſent to ſolemnize every mind, to accept 
of our worſhip and ſervice, and to crown every 
Miſſionary exertion with his rich and effectual 
e e e ual. 
We begin with calling your attention to the won- 
derful deſign, held forth in our text, of God recon- 
| * ciling 
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_. ciling by Chriſt all things unto himſelf, - whe- 
« ther they be things in earth, or things in Hea- 
ven.“ The firſt thing to be obſerved, in illuſtra- 
tion of the truths thus ſet before us, is, © the bring- 
* ing finners to God, in and by Jeſus Chriſt.” 
For though hips only be mentioned, it appears on 
the very face of the ſubject, and from the whole 
context, that perſons are primarily intended, who 
are to be redeemed unto God. Jeſus is evidently 
fet forth as the concentrating point of univerfal 
communion, and it 1s not leſs evident, that when 
ſmners are effectually drawn to that point, they im- 
mediately meet with God as their God, Friend, and 
Father. He and his Son are one, and agree in one. 
They can neither be divided in nature, nor for a 
moment be ſeparate in deſign. Indeed the Goſpel 
is a Miniſtry of reconciliation, revealing God as in 
Chriſt, reconciling the guilty to himſelf, not imput- 
ing their treſpaſſes unto them. Accordingly what 
is repreſented in our text, as the reconciliation of 
things, is explained in the two following verſes of 
perſons; © Even you,” ſays the Apoſtle, who 
were ſometime alienated, and enemies in your 
e mind by wicked works, yet now hath he recon- 
«. ciled in the body of his fleſh, through death, to 
t preſent you wy and , unblameable, and unre- 
t provable in his ſight.” In the whole ſcheme of 
redemption, the father and fon are ever conjoined 
in the cloſeſt and moſt intimate manner, ſo. that we 
are no ſooner united to the one, than we are with... 
_ equal favour and effect connected with the other. 
The Son was ſent, and came for our ſalvation. He 
came, that, by his 1 9 voluntary and accepted 
mediation, he might reſtore us to the forfeited fa- 
vour, the Joſt image, and eternal fellowſhip of God, 
as his Father, and our Father, his God, and our 
God. What elſe, or leſs, can be meant by the 
Abpoſtle's aſſertion, Eph. i. 6, 79—that, © To. the 
_ « praiſeof the glory of the grace of God, he hath made 
* us accepted in the beloved, in whom we have re- 
N * demption 
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* demption through his blood, the forgiveneſs of 


* our fins, according to the riches of his grace; 
Compared with ch. ii. 13, 18. where he ſtates this 
- deſign and effect of the Chriſtian ſcheme in theſe 
words, Now in Chriſt Jeſus, ye who ſometimes 
were far off, are made nigh. by the blood of 
* Chriſt; for through him we have acceſs by one 
« ſpirit unto the Father?” The firſt thing then pre- 
ſented to us in our text as the declared intention, 
and certain effect of the Goſpel, in every indivi- 
dual, and in all who receive it truly, is their reco- 
very of the divine image and friendſhip by Jeſus 
Chriſt; © For though he knew no . fin, he was 
% made fin for us, that we might be made the 
« righteouſneſs of God in him, Though he was 
* the holy one, and the juſt, he ſuffered for us the 
e unjuſt, that he might bring us unto God;“ not 
only by his imputed eee e but by the com- 
munication of his ſanctifying grace. He not only. 
gave himſelf for our fins, as an offering of a ſweet 
melling ſavour unto God, to expiate our guilt, 
but alſo in order to redeem us from all iniquity, to 
deliver us from this preſent evil worid, and in new- 
nieſs of life and character, to conſtitute us the peculiar 
people of God, zealous of good works. Hence we 
read, that ſuch is the transforming deſign and in- 
fluence of the doctrine and ſpirit of Chriſt, that 
when we behold by a ſpiritual diſcernment, in the 
unveiled face of Chriſt, the glory of the Lord, we 
are changed into the ſame image, from glory to 
glory, as by the ſpirit of the Lord; but 
* Secondly, Our text authorizes us to obſerve far- 
ther, that this wonderfully gracious deſign ought to 
ſtrike us the more, as extending to. all the variety 
= of human character in this degenerate evil world. 

All things are to be reconciled unto God. Not one, 
or a few, but multitudes; yea, all deſcriptions of 
men are predeſtinated to be partakers. of this ſaving; 
grace. Human nature, in reſpe£t of guilt and de- 
pravity, is one unvary ing thing; but in appearances, 

5 : ; | * operations, 
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operations, and effefts, it is wondetfully diverſified. 


Review its paſt hiſtory from the firſt apoſtacy, or 
look into its preſent exiſtence and forms throughout 


the world, and you cannot fix on the perfon, the 


time, or the place, free from imperfection, unſtain- 
ed by fin, or which does not tend to increafing de- 


generacy. Difference of conſtitution, of climate, 


of education, of conneCtions, of purſuits, and of con- 
dition in life, naturally and neceffarily produce 
many very different, oppoſite, and mixed characters; 
while a corrupt principle, common to them all, 


never fails to ſhew itſelf in each, it often, if not 


always, derives a peculiar characteriſtie diſtinction 


and influence from the above or other circumſtances. ' 


ol a ſimilar nature. 3 

Some are comparatively innocent, yea blameleſs, 
in the eyes of men, though, in the judgment of God, 
children of diſobedience and wrath, with thè reſt of 
mankind ; others are bold, preſumptuous, notorious 
finners. Some are indifferent and careleſs, and others 
fudiouſly bad in principle and practice. Some ſay in 


their hearts, others with their mouths, and others 


by their lies, that there is no God. If his exiſtence 


is not denied, his name is blaſphemed, his Son is 


not received, his Goſpel is flighted, and many do 


deſpite'to the ſpirit of grace. 


Sometimes Chriſtianity 1s profeſſed without any 


ſerious belief of its peculiar doctrines, or any prac- 
tical regard to its ſacred laws and inſtitutions. 
Sometimes theſe are obſerved only with cold forma- 
lity, or defigning hypocriſy. In fome we ſee the 


ſhameleſs front of avowed mfidelity or ple a 45 


from others we hear all the varied language of pro- 


fane ridicule; and many are neither aſhamed nor 


afraid of unreſtrained licentiouſneſs, yea, to commit 
all manner of iniquity with greedineſs. _ = 

Sometimes a whole character is corrupted by the 
uncontrouled reign of a fingle criminal paſſion, 
while one is hurried on by proud ambition to the 
conſtant ſacrifice of principle and perfecution of 


good 


| 
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ood men, another is degruded by ſilly, ſervile, 
ſinful compliance. Here we find the ſenſeleſs and 
ſenſual extravagance of the prodigal; and here the 
mean and ſelffſh avarice of the miſer. In: ſhort, is 
there not, univerſally, irreſiſtible and growing evi- 
dence of deep-rooted depravity in the nature of 
man? Were we yo lay open his heart, or trace the 
; Progreſs of his life; examine his conduct or motives - 
of action; how many . melancholy - proofs would 
occur, of the want of religion or of good morals, 
of unbelief, or of feeble faith, or of ſtrong corrup- 
tion, of deficient virtue, or triumphant vice. 
In wilful ignorance, perverted knowledge, ſecret 
wickedneſs, and open. profligacy,. what a variety 
of human character appears! Yet in all that variety 
there is not one fight to relieve us from the ſad and 
humbling concluſion, that all men, without excep- 
tion, are alienated from the life of God, through 
the ignorance: that is in them, by reaſon of the 
blindneſs of their hearts; yea, enemies in their 
minds and by wicked works. Think not, my 
friends, that this is a picture of things overcharged 
with dark or ſtrong colouring; it is not more than 
you will find in the following and many other paſ- 


ſages of ſcripture, Pſa. xiv, 1-4. Jer. xvii. 9. Matt. 


xv. 16— 21. Rom. iii. 10—21. i. Tim. i. 9-10. 
But, Oh! how bleſſed and glorious is the proſpect 
ſet before us.in our text, and in the whole Goſpel, 
that all things, which are on earth, ſhall, by Chriſt, 
be reconciled. unto God. Though the worſt of 
things meet in the diverſified character of man, it is 
determined that they: ſhall all be brought under a 
new, a ſanQifying, and ſaving influence. Evil as 
men every where are, and always have been, with 
every ſpecies of pollution and crime, they ſhall be- 
come the workmanſhip: of God, created in Chriſt. 
Jeſus unto.good works. | 8 his "_ 
No forbidding diſtinction or exception is to be 
found in any part of the Chriſtian Revelation. Of 
peculiarly benign aſpect it ſmiles on men of every 
Vor. II. 1 character, 
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character, with all the gracious expreſſion of par- 
doning mercy and ſanctifying love. Men may ex- 
clude themſelves from the kingdom of God by ob- 
ſtinate unbelief and impenitence, but in all its ſta» 
tutes there is not a ſingle act of excluſion againſt 
any other. By this heavenly divine conſtitution, 
none are forced to be happy againſt their own con- 
victions and inclinations, and none are refuſed who 
are willing: none are accepted becauſe they are 
better than others; and none are rejected becauſe 
they are worſe.” There never exiſted. a reaſon for 
hope to any one finner, which does not always exiſt, 
and univerſally. The grace which appears in the 
. Goſpel, brings ſalvation to all men. Its every doe- 
trine breathes the ſpirit of univerſal benevolence ; 
even what it teaches concerning the ſovereign mercy, 
and electing love of God, if properly underſtood, 
can be no juſt occaſion of alarm; for neither does 
his decree proceed upon any ſuppofed difference, 
or ſuperiority of character; nor did the elect them- 
ſelves ever believe, nor can they ever believe to the 
ſaving of their fouls upon any previous knowledge 
of their election, or upon any other authority or 
warrant, than what is divinely revealed to all others 
as well as to them. If leaving then the ſecret coun- 
ſels of Jehovah, which we have neither power nor 
right to inveſtigate, we attend to his revealed will, 
do we not ſee a deep and broad foundation laid, 
ſufficient to ſupport the building of eternal mercy, 
and of univerſal hope and confidence? Behold the 
Lamb of God, which taketh away the ſin of the 
world! Hear him teſtifying before hand the infinite 
and univerſal efficacy of his death upon the oroſs. 
J, ſays he, when J am lifted up, will draw all men 
unto me. The invitations' of the Goſpel are ad- 
dreſſed to all without exception, commanding and 
and encouraging the faith of the whole world, and 

promiſing preſent and eternal ſalvation to every be- 


liever, whether leſs or more guilty by the number 


and aggravation of paſt offences. No mention” is 
* „ | gr OY 
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made of any pre=requifite to to retomhiend ſinners 


to the divine favour, or even to procme the feaſt 

ee of preference. Theiſpirit of prophecy, an- 
rictpating the proniulgation ofthe, Goſpek call 
without diſerimmation of character Every one that 
hath ears to hear that his ſoul may ive. Hol: every 
one that thirſteth.; When Meſſiah actually appears, 
his manner of addreſs is not different. He calls not 
thelrighteous, but ſinners to repentance. When 
he left, the world, and gave commiſſiom to the 
Apoſtles. to preach in his name, he not only veſted 
them with unlimited powers, but commanded their 
| . among ſmners, who, had there been n 
deſign of exception againſt any, muſt, aecordingſto 
all our ideas of — have Coke marked ith of 
cluſive reprobation. Contrary,” however, to all ur 
views of things, and to ſhew the perſect frebneſß 
and uniyerſality of the ſalvation of Chriſty hes re. 


quired them to begin their Miniſtry at Jerufaſent. |, 


There, according to his appointmeatycthey waited 


for the qualityigg influence of the Healy Ghoſt. 


Freely they received it, freely they diſpenſed iti 
the murderers of the prinee of life; ceey ſpoke Wick 


out reſerve the words of eternal life” In the hlt 
of the preaching and effects of the Goſpel, we find 


all the facts of preeiſely tlie ſame character. The 
wiſe! man and the ſooh it: down together as humble 
diſciples of Jeſus. he reputed and ſelf- rxighteous, 
the conſcious ard notorious ſinner are brought h 
the ſame ground and plate of acceptance and f- 
vour; the induſtrius workman and the idle gone. 
are called and come to labour together in t 

Lord's vineyard. If thete be any difference in point 
of fact, we find it rather on the ſide of condeſcend- 


ing mercy, and liberal forgiveneſs. We ſee a woman 
of known and hardened infamy melted into the 


moſt penitent ſenſibilities and tender ſpiritual af- 
ſection; a man confirmed in vicious | habits and 
practices ſo completely reformed as to reſign, 
without heſitation or reſerve, the wages of —_— 
i vp | P 2 neſs, 
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ouſneſs, and put himſelf under the entire and com- 
manding influence of faith, piety, juſtice, honour 
and 3 3 individuals and multitudes con- 
trite, alarmed, converted, and forgiven, who had 
crucified the Lord of glory, or been the determined 
enemies of his croſs and 9 What ſhall we 
think of a violent commiſſioned perſecutor becom- 
ing a ſincere and fervent Chriſtian, a commiſſioned 
zealous Apoſtle of the Lord Jeſus? How ſtriking 
the view of the depraved vicious people of Corinth, 
created anew in Chriſt Jeſus, into ſpiritual and 
moral excellence and goodneſs | Since that time, 
have there not been thouſands of ſimilar deſcription, 
equally made monuments of ſovereign ſaving grace? 
What is the account of every real Chriſtian, but the 
hiſtory.of a change from darkneſs to light, from 
= to pardon, from pollution to purity, from 
death to life, ſufficient fully to demonſtrate the un- 
_ reſtrained extenſion of the Goſpel and its influence 
to all the characters of men? | 1 
Is not Jeſus then the friend of publicans and ſin- 
ners? $0 far from reſiſting or ſhunning any, his 
Hiſtory is diſtinguiſhed by innumerable inſtances: of 
| favour to the worſt, for it informs us that publicans 
and harlots go into the kingdom of Heaven before 
others. I have referred to a few of the many illuſ- 
trious examples of converting grace, and will not 
every age and place in which the Goſpel has been 
Preached add to the witneſſes of this bleſſed truth? 
Let us never then limit the good will of God, or 
deſpair of repentance and remiſſion of ſins to the 
chief of ſinners. If the goſpel of ſalvation hath 
been the power of God to convince and convert 
men of ſcience to the acknowledgement and love 
of the truth, as it is in Jeſus; men of ſuppoſed 
worth to diſclaim their own righteouſneſs, and 
ſubmit to the righteouſneſs of God; and men not 
only of bad name, but in truth deſperately wicked, 
to believe in Chriſt, and love and ſerve God in 
newneſs of life; what ſhould hinder its equal ope; 
21115 1 ration 


* 4 


1 


 ©BY THE MEDIATION OF CHRIST. 117 


ration in Heathen lands? Cannot God, with the 
ſame eaſe and effect, illumine the dark. regions of 
ignorance and cruelty; make the wilderneſs to 
bloſſom as the roſe, yea and make all things new ? 
He will: for as in many other places of ſcripture, 
ſo in our text he hath aſſured us, that by Chriſt he 
will reconcile unto himſelf a// things which are in 
earth. | gi 
A third thing contained in the deſign ſet before 
us in our text, is univerſal love and communion: 
Not only are all things to be gathered unto Chriſt, 
but to be gathered together into one, made as it were 
one great corporate body, not only collected and 
united by an external charter of common privileges, 
but having their hearts knit together in love.— 
While the great and gracious ſcheme of the Goſpel - 
raiſes men to the friendſhip of God, it alſo reſtores 
them to mutual eſteem and confidence, yea to all 
the delightful harmony of the pureſt and moſt ex- 
alted friendſhip amongſt themſelves. It is a me- 
lancholy truth, eſtabliſhed by the teſtimony of fcrip- 
ture and the unvarying univerſal hiſtory of man, 
that his apoſtacy from God hath ever been attended 
with diſcord among Brethren. In conſequence of 
our departure from the living God, we naturally 
ſeparate from, or oppoſe one another. The carnal 
heart being enmity againſt God eaſily kindles into 
_ unkind or cruel reſentments, and many fooliſh and 
hurtful luſts. Man, though of a ſocial nature, and 
neceſſarily 8 in ſociety, looks with an evil eye 
upon his neighbour. A ſelfiſh ſpirit pervades al- 
moſt all ranks of men, and that ſpirit luſteth to 
envy: not content with ſuch things as we have, we 
covet what belongs to others: too ſuſceptible of 
provocation, we are ſoon offended, and immedi- 
ately meditate revenge: haſty paſſion burſts forth in 
all the fury of ungovernable rage, or ſettles in the 
bitterneſs of unrelenting malice, and implacable 
enmity. Hence all the jealouſies and diſſentions in 
families, and among the neareſt. relations, in the 
ENT ; communities 
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eommunities of the city, or in the ſmaller circles. of 


the country; hence tyrannical oppreſſions, popular 


tumults, and national quarrels; hence all the wars 


and fightings which have diſgraced the hiſtory of the 
world. This account of human ſociety is ſtrikingly 


exemplified in the great diviſions of the world at 


the firit plantation of Chriſtianity. The whole was 


divided into Jews and Gentiles, and in what an. 
unheppy condition and temper do we find them? 
More rancorous difference, more mutual contempt, 
and more violent oppoſition never ſubſiſted or reign- 
ed. among men; they were indeed hateful, and 
hated one another. e e 
But let us now, my friends, turn away our eyes 
from this ungracious view of human nature and 
human life. The goſpel was deſigned to put an 


end to this diſcordant dangerous ſtate of things. 


Our text invites us to the highly pleaſing contem- 


plation of a truly ſublime and glorious ſcene of 


peace and love. The ſpirit of prophecy paints this 


lovely ſcene in all the glowing colours of the moſt 


beautiful imagery and deſcriptive compariſon, thus; 


Pa. xlvi. 6—11. Ixxii. 3—9,, 16—20.: Ifa. ii. 1—6 
ix. 6, 7. xi. 6, to the end Hoſ. ii. 18, to the 


end. Zech. ix. 9, 10. Agreeably to theſe ancient 


predictions, when the Meſhah was born, his nati- 


vity was announced as the commencement of the 
æra of univerſal peace. Yea, a multitude of the 
heavenly hoſt fung this, ever memorable hymn, 
„ Glory to God in the higheſt, on earth peace, 
good will to men.” When our Lord, therefore, 
inſtructed his diſciples in the things pertaining to 


his kingdom, he particularly taught them to dif- 


tinguiſh themſelves by their love one to another. 


I be record of primitive Chriſtianity in the Ads 


of the Apoſtles verifies this deſign of the goſpel 
by many ſtriking and impreſſive examples, as in 
Chapter ii. 41. to the end, and iv. 31, 32. What 
words can be more expreſs to our purpoſe than 
theſe: in the ſecond chapter of the Epiſtle to the 

8 x i Epheſ ans, 
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Epheſians, from verſe 11. to the end? With this 


experience the Apoſtle's doctrine and exhortations - 
agree, as delivered Chapter iv. 119. Of all this 
he draws a lively portrait at full length, 1. Corin- 
thians x11. 1. to the end. Thus we re the outcafts 
of the Heathen brought into the affectionate em- 
brace of the Chriſtian church, and the diſperſed of 
Iſrael gathered into one. The enmity betwixt 
them was ſlain, and. of twain, z. e. two contrary 
oppoſite bodies of people, one new man is formed, 
ſo peace is made. 

We muſt confeſs, and we do it with grief and 
ſhame, that often, ſince that firſt diſplay of the 
gracious influence of the goſpel, the profeſſors of 

Chriſtianity have exhibited a very different charac- 
ter; but this can never fairly be imputed to the 
genius of their religion, but to their want of its 
proper ſpirit, or to their hypocrify and corruptions 
reſiſting and counteracting its deſign and opera- 
tions. Many inſtances, however, might be pro- 
duced in every age of the church, and many living 
characters might be appealed to as illuſtrious ex- 
amples of its conciliating efficacy. Sure I am, 
that if the pure goſpel is received not as the word 
of man, but as it is in truth the word of the livin 
God, it will work effectually in them who believe 
to the putting off, concerning the form erconverſa- 

tion, the old man which is corrupt according to 
the deceitful luſts. They will particularly put 
away lying, all bitterneſs, and wrath, and anger, 
and clamour, and evil ſpeaking, with all malice, 
and be kind one to another, tender hearted, for- 
gy one another, even as God for Chriſt's ſake 
ath forgiving them. The peace of God will rule 

in their minds, they will be at peace among theme. - - 

' ſelves, edify one another in love, and follow peace 
withalFmen;- 2 3 

Divided as they may be by religious denomina- 
tions, external forms, and obſervances, or even by 
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great principles and a correſponding praQtice com- 
mon to. them all; theſe are ever attractive and fix 
them in mutual attachment and reſpectful love. 
Local and other incidental circumſtances may too 
often occur to occaſion temporary ſeparations; - 
painful ſchiſms, and unnatural diſtance, or at leaſt 
prevent a full viſible communion ; but theſe can 
never operate againſt their ſpiritual oneneſs and 
_ fellowſhip in the faith and love of Chriſt, in the 
Practical deſign and tendency of Chriſtian doctrine, 
and in the final hope, through grace, of eternal 

life. | bo 
At the throne of grace, and at the table of the 
Lord, their confeſſions and devotions poſſeſs a 
ſtriking oneneſs of character. In concern for the 
lory of God, the honour of the Redeemer, and the 
alvation of precious ſouls, they are perfectly 
agreed. Can they ever differ as to the perpetual 
© neceſſity and importance of a life of faith, of love 
to the Brethren, of benevolence and. beneficence 
to all men, and of univerſal. holineſs? - If in theſe 
things they are of one heart and of one mind, is 
not a ſure foundation laid upon which to rear the 
compact and comely edifice of all the ſocial vir- 
tues? Faith working by love will bind all the 
living ſtones in this ſpiritual building with the 
ureſt and moſt adheſive cement of inviolable 
Fendihip, till all things are gathered together into 
one in Chriſt Jeſus. . exe 
This we know ſha]l take place in the diſpenſa- 
tion of the fulneſs of times. We have contem- 
plated it as the ſubject of many prophecies and 
romiſes in the Old Teſtament. In the primitive 
church of the New Teſtament 'we have ſeen it in 
ſome meaſure realized. All its dottriges, laws, 
and ordinances, ſuppoſe or imply, or directly lead 
to ſuch a bleſſed ſtate of ſociety. The ſcriptural 
character of Chriſtians holds forth a ſecurity, in 
every individual member of the church, for the 
delightful harmony of the whole eccleſiaſtic body 7 
k g 7 . an { 
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and when that body is compoſed of all kindreds, 
and languages of men; when all the kingdoms of 
this world ſhall become the kingdom ef our Lord 
and of his Chriſt ; then ſhall the, Lord turn to the 
people a pure language, that they may call upon 
_ name of the Lord, to ſerve him with one con- 
ent. Wy Tut * 529 8 
Till that happy day arrive, let us prepare for it 
by the growing liberality of Chriſtian love, and by 
the united diffuſion of all the bleſſings of the 
gol el of peace. When theſe, are received with 
faith and affection, and their bleſſed influence full 
felt, the heart will burn with fervent love, — 
the ſacred flame ſpread from heart to heart, from 
family. to family, and from one kingdom to 
another, till one. ardent hymn. of univerſal praiſe 
aſcend, from the one altar of redeeming love, tg 
the throne of God and the Lamb. Then, my 
friends, wars ſhall ceaſe to the ends of the earth, 
We ſhall hear no, more of rival nations or natural 
enemies. Men, having imbibed the ſpirit of the 
firſt and great commandment. of fupreme love to 
God, will find no difficulty in fully complying with 
the ſecond, which is like unto- it, in loving their 
neighbour as themſelves. Nations, born at once 
by the regenerating influence of the truth and ſpirit 
of the pure and peaceable goſpel of Chriſt, will 
have no more fear, or jealouſies of injurious en- 
cCroachment; they will not need the offenſive or 
defenſive barrier of a balance of power; they will! 
find themſelves much more ſecure by the univerſal £04 5 f 
equilibrium of conſcious and confidential love. 
O! Lord, haſten it in thy time; the viſion is 
for an appointed time: at that time, as you heard | 
well explained laſt night, it ſhall ſpeak and not lie. 
Why may not every Chriſtian, ſociety, and all de- 
nominations of Chriſtian ſociety, anticipate in their 
experience and relative ſituations, and exemplify _ 
to the world that happy ſtate, of things which we 
believe ſhall take place at the time appointed f 
* Vol. II. . 8 2 | j , the 
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the father, and ſhall continue in the world for a 
thouſand years? Though we cannot agree in all 
our views of divine truth, and therefore mut have 
our ſeparate churches to maintain our ſeveral 
diſtin profeſſions of Chriſtian tenets, I have often 
thought that we might, with an equally good con- 
ſcience, meet occaſionally not only to converſe, 
and pray, and ſing praiſe, but to eat together the 
Lord's ſupper, in teſtimony of the faith and pro- 
feſſion 1 principles, wherein we are 
more cloſely united than we are by other things 
removed from one another. „ 
This truly holds in the conviction of our own 
minds, and in the judgment and approbation ot 
that God with whom we have to do, among all 
true Chriſtians of all denominations, by every act 
of their faith, by every exerciſe of their love, and 
when or where they at any time meet in the name 
of the Lord Jeſus and perform ſpiritual worſhip. 
What then can make it unlawful to fix a time and 
place, for the public profeſſion of ſuch principles 
and diſpoſitions ? I cannot ſuppreſs the ſentiments 
of high ſatisfaction which I felt at home, when 
the Miſſionary deſign combined in principle and 
purſuit ſo many different denominations of Chriſ- 
tians, and which I am now permitted to enjoy 
with encreaſing delight and joy in ſeeing the Mi- 
ſionary Society of London, and this vaſt aſſembly 
of Chriſtian worſhippers animated as with one ſoul 
in the love of Chriſt and of mankind. Let bro- 
therly love continue; may it abound more and 
more in all the churches, till univerſal reconci- 
liation obtain in the unſuſpe&ing communion of 
all ſaints. BB e 
O! thrice bleſſed day! God gf love, thy king- 
dom come! Prince of peace, let thy reſt be 
viſible and glorious! O!] gracious divine ſpirit, 
fly like the peaceful dove oyer the field of univer- 
ſal nature, to produce, preſerve, promote, and 
perfect the reign of kindneſs and of happineſs till 
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miſery. be baniſhed from the earth, murmurs be 
ſilenced, love and gratitude be excited, charity 
and generoſity triumph, and all things which are 
on earth be reconciled to God, and to the whole 
world of the intelligent and moral creation. 

' Beſides this enlarged proſpect of happineſs and 
love throughout this inferior evil world, we obſerve, 
in the 1 

Fourth place, That the text adds the exalted 
proſpett of a peculiarly intimate connection and 
l with the heavenly world; ſuch a con- 
nection as ſhall both heighten our character and 
joys, and improve and perfect the Society there. 
Peace made on earth is to be accompanied with 
the reconciliation of all things in heaven. 

We read of elect angels and their confirmation 
in a ſtate of happineſs: of them as of us Jeſus is 
the glorious head; through him we, as well as 
they, are the elect of God, holy and beloved and 
preſerved in Chriſt Jeſus. The angels who ſtood 
in celeſtial excellence and perfection not only ab- 
horred the apoſtacy of their proud rebellious com- 
panions, but alſo neceſſarily became the enemies 
of men, when they aſſociated with devils and 
Dres in daring conſpiracy againſt the God of 

eaven, the king of glory. Their holy zeal for 
his honour burned as a flaming fire of wrath againſt 
his enemies, but when deity became propitious 
to man, they too were appeaſed. When Jeſus 

reconciled men to God, and to one another - 41 
things which are on earth—he alſo reconciled all 
things which are in heaven. Thus men and 


angels were gathered together into one family in 


Chriſt as their common head. | 

It they are ſuperior to us by nature, by grace 
we occupy as high a place as they; we fit together 
in heavenly places; we are come to an innumera- 
ble company of angels; they feel no longer any 
ſhyneſs, diſtance, or oppoſition; they embrace us 
N 1 1 a | as 
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as their friends and fellows; yea, our Redeeming 
Lord hath in ſome meaſure exalted us above them, 


making them miniſtring ſpirits to guide, and 


guard, and miniſter to all the heirs of ſalvation. | 


- He giveth them a ſpecial and ſolemn charge 
concerning his ranſomed people, which we find 
them ready and cheerful in undertaking, and ever 
faithful and active in executing. How grand and 
intereſting is the repreſentation of this in Ifaiah 
vi. 1—4. The glory. which had long filled their 
admiring eyes in heaven, now burſts forth upon 
earth, and they inſtantly fly to this new ſcene of 
divine greatneſs and grace. God manifeſt in the 


- fleſh is ſeen of angels. They cannot be ſatisfied 
with a tranſient view; they look into the myſteries 


of divine redeeming love, with the. moſt ſteady 
penetrating attention, with the moſt eager ſolici- 
tude of thought, of wonder, of enquiry, of de- 
light. D . 
N o ſooner do their quick comprehenſiye facul- 
ties receive than all their powers are exerted in 
communicating theſe new diſcoveries to the world 
immediately intereſted in them. Thus when the 
glory of the Lord ſhone round the ſhepherds of 


Bethlehem, to their ſore amazement, the angel of 


the Lord was at hand to diſmiſs their fears, by 
announcing the birth of the promiſed Meſſiah, 
and directing them to the place, where they would 
find the ſon and Lord of David, the Saviour of the 
world. And ſuddenly there was with the angels 


a2 a multitude of the heavenly hoſt praiſing God, 
and ſaying, glory to God in the higheſt,” and on 


earth peace, good will to men, When he was 
declared to be the ſon of God with power, by his 


- . triumphant reſurrection from the dead, angels at- 


tended to relieve the anxieties, ſooth the griefs, 


and revive the hopes of the deſpondent, diſconſolate 


diſciples. When he aſcended up on high leading 
God were twenty 
_ _ thouſand, 


* 
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thouſand, even thouſands of angels, while two 
remained on earth to teſtify of him, to direct the 
preſent temper and future conduct of the aſtoniſned 
diſciples, and to promiſe his return in power and 
great glory. 730/17 b,, ß 
Often ſince have they been employed in tgne 
Eindeſt offices of compaſſionate care over the. bodies 
and ſouls of men, in preventing evil or working 
deliverance, in directing and animating the labour 
of apoſtolic zeal, or in conducting humble enquirers 
to the beſt means of information and ſalvation. 
The ſphere of exertion and influence opens and 
widens before their expanding benevolence and 
active powers; and as they proceed they collect 5 
the ſcattered treaſures of divine ſcience; learning 
from the church the manifold wiſdom of God. 
Indeed it may be ſaid of them as of the believers 
of the Old Teſtament, that they without us could 
not be made perfect. Thus advancing in everx 
kind of angelic improvement, by the full ſcope 
given to all the energies of their benevolent active 
natures, by continually doing and feceiving good, 
they ceaſe not to purſue the mighty you divine 
grace, till the Son of man ſend them forth to gather 
out of his kingdom all things that offend, and 
them which do iniquity, and to bring together all 
his ſaints from the To winds, to ſtand at his right 
hand in the final judgment, and -to be for ever 
with him in the kingdom of his father, Is not 
this a wonderful reconciliation of things in heaven, 
and things on earth? A friendſhip between holy 
angels and redeemed men is formed and main- 
tained by the infinitely loving deſign and conciliat- 
ing powers of the goſpel, which can never be 
broken. When all things here are diſſolved they 
ſhall meet and live eternally together in heaven, 
without envy, or jealouſy, or any pothble. diſcor- 
dance of ſentiment, temper, or | purſuit ; yea, in 
all the high perfection of everlaſting love. What. 
- beautiful grand repreſentation: of this harmony 
$1554.50! : | FO 
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Chapter. I ſhall only add once more in the 
Fifth and laſt place, That the deſign, exhibited 
in our text, ſeems to imply ſuch an extenſive com- 
munication of good, that the whole univerſe fhall 
in ſome meaſure partake of it, in having its ſepa- 
rate parts or collected influence employed to pro- 
duce, or terminate in the higheſt poſſible perfece- 
tion.— Though I have endeavoured to ſhew that 
the language of our text is primarily and princi- 
pally to be underſtood of perſons, that is, intelli- 
gent moral beings, even angels and men, yet not 
excluſively. God hath made nothing in vain, and 
- therefore by every thing he will be more or leſs 
glorified, | | n 
The primeval ſtate of man connected with his 
innocence a pure and uſeful and happy enjoyment 
of every thing around him. The tranſgreſſion of 
man changed in a manner the whole ſyſtem to 
which he ſtood related. Abufing his original dig- 
nified liberty by the vain aſſumption of indepen- 
dance, he ſunk into the moſt humiliating bondage ; 
every thing in nature pr yore by his folly and 
| 1 of his fatal apoſtacy, and added to 
bis degeneracy and miſery.— As the Apoſtle Paul 
expreſſes it, The creature was made ſubject to 
« vanity, not willingly, but by reaſon of him who 
* hath ſubjected it, ſo that the whole creation 
« groaneth and travailleth in pain together until 
” God curſed the ground. for man's ſake : 
hence at times. the earth quakes, the mountains 
tremble, the ſea roars ; ſometimes the guilty fears 
of man are alarmed by the awful frown of the 
black tempeſt, or the ſolemn peals of the loud 
thunder, or the ſudden and ſucceſſive flaſhes of the 
deſtructive lightning. e tn . 
But theſe are not the only things threatening or 
fatal to man; they ſuffer more from what are 
called the good things of this life. Such is the 
perverſeneſs of the depraved mind, that we can 
Ee 5 | 7 ſcarcely 


is given in Revelation v. 5, to the end of the 


the hopes of eternal life? How. often bath the 


to great honour in the world without thinking of 
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ſcarcely look on nature in her lovelieſt form with 


out being betrayed into increaſing vice and more 


ſwift deſtruction. How often have the comforts 
of this life attached the heart to the creature in 
preference to the Creator; to the pleaſure of time 
and ſenſe in preference to the joys of religion and 


purſuit or poſſeſſion of riches- produced ſordid 
avarice or ſhameleſs extravagance? Can we riſe 


ourſelves more highly than we ought to think, and 
deſpiſing others? Are not power and. influence, 


which might afford protection and happineſs to 


the feeble, the defenceleſs, and miſerable, the more 
frequent occaſions of oppreſſion, miſchief, and 
violence? Learning, inſtead of diffuſing uſeful 
knowledge, oftener ſpreads deluſion and error. 


The induſtry of ſtudy, of trade, and of commerce 


while it hath been the parent and nurſe of inven- 
tion, of exertion, and of various improvement and 


happineſs to individuals and ſociety, hath too oſten 
corrupted both by a cruel rapacity abroad, and a 


vicious diſſipation at home. Even the inſtitution 
of government ordained of God for the benefit of 
ſociety, and eſſential in every country to its. good 


order, dignity, peace, and proſperity, hath too 


morxality. 


* 


frequently by uſurpation, iniquity, or violence, be- 
come a ſyſtem of tyranny or corruption, and the 
ſource o 


But -notwithſtanding ſo much perverted good, 
approved and practiſed iniquity, we are aſſured by 
our text and the goſpel in general, that all theſe 


abuſes and wickedneſſes thall be finally and univer- 
ſally ſubdued by the prevailin eee els 


ence, of the Chriſtian ſyſtem, ' Their own 
find them out and conſume: them, while on their 


ruins ſhall riſe a new creation of men and things, 
diſtinguiſhed by the glory and grace of God, and 


the goodneſs of renewed man. Then ſhall univers 
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ſal nature wear a ſmiling aſpect, and look with 
kindneſs and bleſſing on the reformed inhabitants 
of the earth. The ſun ſhall not ſmite them by day, 
nor the moon by night. When mercy and truth 
are met together, righteouſneſs and peace have kiſſed 
each other; “ truth ſhall ſpring out of the earth, 
and righteouſneſs look down from Heaven. Vea, 
the Lord ſhall give that which is good, and our land 
hall yield her increaſe. Righteouſneſs ſhall go be- 
fore him, and ſhall ſet us in the way of his ſteps. 
The wilderneſs and the ſolitary place ſhall be glad 
for them; and the deſert ſhall rejoice and bloſſom 
as the roſe; it ſhall bloſſom abundantly, and rejoice 
even with joy and ſinging; the glory of Lebanon 
ſhall be given unto it, the excellency of Carmel and 
Sharon, they ſhall ſee the glory of the Lord, and 
the excellency of our God. The mountains and the 
hills ſhall break forth before you into ſinging, and 
all the trees of the field ſhall clap their hands. In- 
ſtead of the thorn, ſhall come up the fir tree; and 
anſtead of the brier, ſhall come up the myrtle tree; 
and it ſhall be to the Lord for a name, for an ever- 
Jaſting fign that ſhall not be cut off,” Univerſal re- 
"conciliation; and univerfal improvement are inſepa- 
table. - When ſwords: are converted into plough- 
ſhares, and ſpears into pruning hooks, and the hof- 
tile rage of the camp into the peaceful labours of 
the field, how' muſt this improved character of man 
and manners improve the order and harmony of the 
City, the beauty and richneſs of the country! Hea- _ 
ven and earth, men and things,  fhall be reconciled. 
No more ſhall learning cheriſh the pride of under- 
ſtanding, or impoſe on others the dictates of a vain 
Philoſophy. It ſhall become the ſanctified guardian 
of ſacred truth, unfold the myſteries, elucidate the 
prophecies, illuſtrate the doctrines, and recommend 
the morals of genuine chriſtianity. No more ſhall 
- Navigation lend its-aid to the excurſions of piracy ; 
the avarice and fraud of unlawful commerce; or the 
- ambitious deſigns of foreign invaſion and conqueſts: 
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it'ſhall be. conſecrated to the univerſal conveyance 
of the Goſpel of peace; to the diffuſion: of its ſpirit. 
through all the regions of the globe, and to. all the 
mutual communications of love and goodneſs. In 
no place ſhall the throne of majeſty. . ſeat of 
tyranny, nor the ſceptre of power the ſcourge of 
oppreſſion or perſecution; but kings ſhall be nurſing 
fathers, and queens nurſing mothers to the church; 
for all the kingdoms of the world ſhall become the 
kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Chriſt. All the 
authority, power, and wealth of nations ſhall be 
devoted to the ſervice and glory of God and the Re- 
deemer, and ſhall every where be combined in the 
plans and works of goodneſs and mercy. «© Thus ſaith 
the Lord, the Redeemer of Iſrael, and his holy one, 
to him whom man deſpiſeth, and him whom the 
nation abhorreth, to a ſervant of rulers; kings ſhall 
ſee and ariſe; princes alſo ſhall worſhip, becauſe of 
the Lord that is faithful, and the holy one of Iſrael, 
and he ſhall chooſe thee. And the Gentiles ſhall 
come to thy light, and kings to the brightneſs of 
thy riſing. Lift up thine eyes round about and fee: 
all they gather themſelves together, they come to 
thee ; thy ſons ſhall come from far, and thy daugh- _ 
ters ſhall be nurſed at thy fide; then thou ſhalt fee 
and flow together, and thine heart ſhall fear and be 
enlarged ; becauſe the abundance of the ſea ſhall 
be converted unto thee, the forces of the Gentiles . 
ſhall come unto thee, the multitude of camels ſhall 
cover thee, the dromedaries of Midian and Ephah: 
all they from Shebah ſhall come; they ſhall bring 
gold and incenſe, and they ſhall. ſhew forth the 
praiſes of the Lord. All the flocks of Kedar ſhall 
be gathered together unto thee; the rams of Ne- 
baioth ſhall miniſter unto thee; they ſhall come up 
with acceptance on mine altar, and I will glorify 
the houſe of my glory. The kings of Tarſhith, and 
- of the iſles ſhall bring; preſents, and the kings of 
Sheba and Seba ſhall offer gifts.” Vea all kings 
ſhall fall down before Meſſiah;, al nations ſhall 
F | ſerve 
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ſerve him. Thus ſhall all things which are on earth, 
as well as all things which are in Heaven, be recon- 
cCiled unto the God of love, in and by his infinitely 
F py EINE 
| Having ſaid ſo much upon the great and gracious 
purpoſes of the Goſpel as here ſet before us, let me 
now call your attention to the great principles which 
equally ſhew the certain accompliſhment of this vaſt 
generous deſign, and the path and ſpirit of chriſtian 
movement towards its happy and- glorious attain- 
ment. „ | e 
The firſt thing which here preſents itfelf to our 
mind is, that the deſign, which we have been con- 
templating, is the deſign of God himſelf. In the 
th verſe it is called the grace of God, in the gth 
the will of God, in the 25th the diſpenfation of 
God ; accordingly God, even the Father, is de- 
voutly and gratefully Aragon in the gd and 
. 12th verſes; our tranſlators, therefore, are well war- 
ranted in the ſupplement in our text, that it pleaſed 
the Father. ' Indeed we are taught throughout the 
whole ſacred volume, that it originated in his own _ 
mind, without ſuggeſtion from any other. Prompted 
alone by felf-moving love, his ſovereign will gave 
it birth; his infinite wiſdom, contrived the whole 
plan, and gave it entire form; therefore his almighty 
power ſhall as certainly give it complete effect. 
It was too grand and comprehenſive to enter the 
heart of man or angel. As it could never have 
been thought of, ſo it could never have been 
urſued with effect but by an infinite mind, even 
y him who is the firſt cauſe and laſt end of all 
things in Heaven and on earth. Looking to it then 
as the object propoſed by his infinite underſtanding 
and love, we cannot once ſuppoſe its failure, with- 
out derogating from his ſovereignty or power, his 
wiſdom or goodneſs. But aſcribing, as we muſt, 
theſe and all perfections to him, we muſt believe that 
there never was, nor can be, difficulty or danger in 
the way, unforeſeen or unprovided againſt, yea that 
” 1 4A 25 78 F "$44 every 
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every arrangement would be made to ſecure fully, 
and for ever, his glory in the higheſt poſſible har- 
mony and happineſs of earth and heaven. Many 
devices may be in mens hearts which may come. to 
nothing, but the counſel of the Lord, it ſhall ſtand, 
and he cannot but do all things according to the 
counſel of his own will. „ 
A ſecond principle upon which we are here di- 
rected to reſt our confidence of univerſal peace on 
earth, and eternal felicity in Heaven, is the per- 
ſonal worth and dignity of him to whom this great 
and good work is committed. The eternal Father 
hath put this into the hands of his own Son, by kim, 
ſaith our text, hath he reſolved to reconcile all 
things to himſelf; by him, I ſay, whether they be 
things in earth, or things in Heaven. This illuſ- 
trious perſonage is ſaid in the 15th verſe, to be the 
image of the inviſible God, the firſt-born of every 
creature, or, as the ſame truth is repreſented, Heb. 
i. 3. The brightneſs of the Father's glory, and 
the expreſs image of his perſon. - To prevent miſ- 
apprehenſion, or miſrepreſentation of this account, 
as if it implied only a diſtinguiſhed ſimilarity of 
character, or higheſt pre-eminence in the creation 
of God, we find him often deſcribed by the titles, 
attributes, and works peculiar to real proper divi- 
nity. Thus without explanation. or caution, or re- 
ſerve of any kind, he is called God, Jehovah, and 
Lord of Hoſts. He claims and receives the full 
honour of omnipreſence, omniſcience, omnipotence, 
immutability, eternity, and avg divine perfection, 
and is accordingly worſhipped by every ſentiment 
and act of religious homage and acknowledgement. 
If to produce an univerſe of matter from nothing, 
and then form it into worlds and creatures innume- 
rable be the excluſive work of Deity, this too is the 


glory due and given to his name. Who then in 
Riese is like unto him? Who among the ſons of 

the mighty can once be compared to him? Moſes 

was the firſt man in Tongs as being their K | 


1 


houſe as a ſervant. it 
of more glory than Moſes, as being a Son over his 
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and legiſlator, yet in theſe high characters he only 


acted miniſterially, 5 was truly faithful in all his 
ut Chriſt was counted worthy 


- own houfe, and inaſmhuch as he who hath builded 


the houſe hath more honour than the houſe; for 
every houſe is builded by ſome man, but he that 


built all things is God. Not only does he ſurpaſs 
in excellence and dignity, the moſt diſtinguiſhed 


official characters on earth, but though we riſe to 
Heaven, and to the higheſt order in the ſcale of 


created intelligence, we find not his equal.“ For 
'« unto which of the Angels ſaid God at any time, 
* thou art my fon, this day have I begotten thee; 


« yea, when he bringeth in this firſt begotten into 
„e the world, he ſaith, and let all the Angels of 


<« God worſhip him.” Thus it appears that he is 
before all things ; that he'is even the head of all 
;principaJity and power, and that in him dwelleth 
all the fullneſs of the Godhead bodily. Is any thing 
then too | 


too great for him? If it is by him that God, 


even the F ather, hath reſolved to execute his grand 
deſigns, and if he hath undertaken the immenſe 
Work, how can we doubt a moment of the recon- 
ciliation of all things in Heaven and on earth. 
"Surely our help is laid on one that is mighty, for 
his name is called the mighty God! © ee 
But our faith and hope derive ſtill farther encou- 
Tagement and ſupport, when we conſider, 'in- 


The third place, The perfection of Chriſt in his 
mediatorial character and work upon earth. When 
God intended the reconciliation of the world by his 


Son, he required his aſſumption of our nature, his 


ſubſtitution in our place, and his full payment of all 


our debt to law and juſtice. Now all theſe we find 


to be the uniform doctrine of ſcripture. By the pre- 


5gurations of the law, by the promiſes and prophe- 
cles of the Old Teſtament, and by the hiſtory and 
doctrine of the New Teſtament, we have growing 
evidence, and repeated aſſurances of the truth con- 


cerning 
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cerning his voluntary incarnation, his vicarious obe- 
dience and paſſion, and his meritorious righteouſ- 
neſs. This is laid down in our text as a ſure ground / 
of Chriſtian confidence, reſpecting the final purpoſe 
of divine "benevolence, for its glorious completion 
is ſtated as the certain and natural conſequence of 
- Having made peace through the 5 blood of his 
croſs; as if the Apoſtle had ſaid, the price of uni- 
verſal good is paid; law and juſtice have ratified 
the purchaſe, the glorious liberty and felicity of 
mankind are therefore proclaimed and ſure. Not 
a ſingle ſoul could be ſaved from eternal ruin, with- 
out the higheſt manifeſtation of the glory of God, 
and the moſt perfect vindication of the rectitude of 
the divine government. When Jeſus finiſhed the 
work which his father gave him to do, he fulfilled 
all righteouſneſs, and at the ſame time eſtabliſhed. 
the law. When he ſuffered and died for our ſins, 
be ſatisſied, yea, and glorified divine juſtice, and 
obtained univerſal and eternal redemption. 
Not only can we entertain no doubt, but muſt 
feel the higheſt and fulleſt confidence in the per- 
fection and univerſal efficacy of the atonement of 
Chriſt, as being the very thing demanded and ap- 
pointed by the Supreme Governor of the world, 
offered by a perſon of equal dignity, his own Son, 
accepted as of infinite value and univerſal influence, 
and accordingly preſented. to the beheving -acce 
tance of the whole world. Hath Jehovah himſelf _ | 
directed every eye to the foundation which he hath - 
laid in Zion; and does he not thereby affure us of | 
the final glorious erection, of the univerſal -extent, 
and everlaſting duration of the temple of mercy ? 
Can he begin to build without counting the coſt, 
or finiſhing the immenſe deſign? Shall Jeſus of Na- 
zareth, poſſeſſing the nature and entire character of 
Deity, undertake to fave the world, and not ex- 
ecute his purpoſe? Shall the Prince of Life die, and 
in the article of death ſay, it is finiſhed! and yet 
die in vain? Hath his whole life magnified the _ * 
1 Re 
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made it honourable, and hath his death been a real 
and declared ſatisfaction to divine juſtice, and ſhall 
not theſe infure the legal operation and exercife of 
«mercy to the utmoſt extent of his loving deſign and 
of human necellity? In him reſide infinite lqve 


and infinite merit; therefore he is the propitiation, 


not for our ſins only, but for the ſins of the whole 
world. Behold then the Lamb of God, who taketh 
away the ſins of the world, and ſay we believe, and 


are ſure, that, by him, God will infallibly reconcile 


to himſelf all things which are in Heaven, and 


which are on earth.— I ſhall only add. 


Fourthly, that the high ſtate of honovr, authority, 
father, and his own perſonal merit have ad- 
vanced hin, nuſt baniſh every fear, and ſupport and 

enliven our faith and hope, that by him God ſhall 
recondile to himſelf all things which are in Heaven, 
and which are on earth. This is the doctrine of 
the text, the context, and of the ſeriptures in ge- 
neral. For this purpoſe: it hath pleaſed the Father, 


that iv him all fulneſs Thould dwell. He js there- 

fore called in the immediately preceding verſe, the 
head of the body, the church, and in chapter ii. 10, the 
head of all principality. and power. Hence we read, 


that having by himſelf purged our fins, he fat down 
on the right hand of the Majeſty on high, and that 
his Father appointed him heir of all things; that he 


is gone into Heaven, and is on the right hand of 


God, angels, and authorities, and powers being 


made fubject to him; that God ſet him at his o 


right hand in the heavenly places, far above all 
principality, and power, and might, and dominion, 
and every name that is named, not only in this 
world, but alſo in that which is to come, and put 
alt things under his feet, and gave him to be the 
head over all things to the e which, is his 
body, the fullneſs of him that filleth all in all. The 
whole truth upon this important article is collected 
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in Phil. ii. 6-12; pointing out his ſupreme power 
and glory as the reward of his meritorious humili- 
ation, and inſeparably connected with his univerſal 
influence, and the loyal and devout homage paid 
him by all in Heaven and on eartn. K TV 
Only conſider how he roſe to, and fills the throne 
of univerſal empire, and ſay if there is not in him a 
combination of powers to convince, convert, and 
ſanQify a whole world of ſinners, or puniſh his op- 
poſers with immediate and everlaſting deſtruction. 
If there is power in acknowledged excellence and 
beauty to attract the eye and captivate the heart, 
in real grandeur to raiſe ſublime ſentiments, and in 
diffuſive goodneſs to overcome evil, to excite grati- 
tude, and create friendſhip, never were theſe: diſs 
layed in ſuch high and commanding perfection as 
in the condeſcending grace and exalted character of 
our bleſſed Lord and Saviour. Not hight, nor all the. 
worlds of light, and brighteſt ſun in their centre, 
can in themſelves, or by all their united influences, 
combine ſuch an aſſemblage of beauty and glory as 
meets in him who made them all, and hath added 
to the goodneſs and greatneſs of creation the more 
marvellous grace of redemption. We lift our eyes, 
and are ſtruck with the ſight of the Sun of Righte · 
ouſneſs, the light of this world, of all worlds, the 
glory of Heaven, the brightneſs of the father's glory, 
and the expreſs image of his perſon. Here is one 
fairer than the ſons of men, the only begotten of 
the Father, full of grace and truth—Inmanuel, 
God with us. Is it any wonder that he ſhould be 
called the beloved Son of God, the deſire of all 
nations ? When he ſhews himſelf, muſt he not-draw 
all men unto him? If the eye opens upon a cha- 
racter ſo tranſcendently great and good, lovely and 
loving, muſt not the heart follow, and fix on him 
with ſupreme delight and admiring gratitude? We 
are not, however, to expect theſe effects from mere 
ſenſible repreſentation, but from the communication 
of the truth concerning him, concerning God, and 
| 8 concerning 
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concerning our ſalvation. For this end he is ſaid to 
be full of truth; he is made of God unto us wiſdom; 

in him are hid all the treaſures of wiſdom and know- 
ledge. Why do men ſee no form nor comelineſs in 
him that he ſhould be deſired, but becauſe the God 
of this world hath blinded their eyes, and they love 
darkneſs rather than light. Diſtinguiſhed as diffe- 
rent places and ages have been by the acquiſitions 
and diſcoveries of ſcience, never hath the world, 
by its own wiſdom, known the true God. This ig- 
norance hath rendered men in general equally inat- 
tentive and inſenſible to the true repreſentation of 
his character and will, in and by his Son. But he 
came, and will proceed in his deſign, to diſpel all 
this darkneſs by the bleſſed perſuaſive force of truth. 
He aſks not, nor will accept of a blind devotion. 
He will come at the heart x ai the underſtand- 
ing, His plan therefore of univerſal empire is 
by the diſſemination of knowledge; it is by making 
known to men the myſtery of the will of God, ac- 
cording to his good pleaſure which he hath ances 
m bimielf, ti in the diſpenſation of the fulneſs of 
times he ſhall gather together in one, all things, 
both which are in Heaven, and which are on earth, 
„„ oo hos rot, ? 
Slow and partial as his progreſs hitherto may 
appear, it is ſure, for he 1s full of grace as well as 
truth; his inſtructions are conveyed in the cleareſt 


and ſimpleſt form with the moſt wonderful conde- 


ſcenſion, perſevering patience, and gracious ac- 
commodation to the capacities and circumſtances 
of men. Behold, ſaith the Lord, my ſervant 
« whom I uphold; mine ele in whom my ſoul 
*« delighteth ; I have put niy ſpirit upon him, he 


„ ſhall bring forth judgment unto; the Gentiles, 


He ſhall not envy nor lift up, nor cauſe bis voice 
to be heard in the ſtreet. -- A bruiſed reed ſhall 
« he not break, and the ſmoking flax ſhall he not 
„ quench : he ſhall bring forth judgment unto 
truth. He ſhall not fail nor be diſcouraged, N | 
- cc e 
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he have ſet judgement in the earth, and the iſles 
«* ſhall 0 his law.“ Indeed this divine in- 
fluence was upon him without meaſure, not only 
for his own comfort and encouragement, but for 
all kinds of illuminating, ſanctifying, and ſaving 
communications to the world. Thus he is intro» 
duced, Iſaiah xi. 2—6. * The ſpirit of the Lord 
_ © ſhall. reſt upon him, the ſpirit of wiſdom and 
* underſtanding, the ſpirit of counſel ahd might, 
© the ſpirit of knowledge and of the fear of the 
Lord, and ſhall make him of quick underſtand- - 
ee ing in the fear of the Lord; and he ſhall not 
judge after the ſight of his eyes; neither reprove 
* after the hearing of his ears; but with righte- 
* oulneſs ſhall he judge the poor, and reprove 
with equity for the meek of the earth; and he 
e ſhall ſmite the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
bc and with the breath of his lips ſhall he ſlay the 
e wicked. And righteouſneſs ſhall be the girdle 
< of his loins, and faithfulneſs the girdle of his 
© reins.” So that, as inverſe 9, 10, © The earth 
© ſhall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as 
<* the waters cover the ſea. And in that day there 
<« ſhall be a root of Jeſſe, which ſhall ſtand for an 
e enſign of the people: to it ſhall the Gentiles 
& ſeek, and his reſt ſhall be glorious.” With 
| ſuch a mind, manner, and influence, muſt not his 
religion ſpread and prevail till it finally triumph over 
the ignorance and errors, the prejudices and paſſions 
of the whole world, eſpecially when following out 
the reference in our text, we contemplate all this 
marvellous grace, as clothed with authority and 
power equal to its benevolent intentions and bene- 
%% AAC 6 
He is exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour; he 
hath on his veſture and on his thi ee King 
of Kings and Lord of Lords. W ere then is the 
kingdom, country, or clime into which he may not 
enter or cannot enter, when he pleaſes? As Cre- 
ator he can claim the whole earth and its inhabi- 
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can juſtly inſiſt upon the full poſſeffion of his pur- 
_ chaſe; as raiſed up and glorified at the Father's right 
hand, hath he not power given him over all 
fleſh, that he ſhould give eternal life to as many as 
the Father hath given him? ne 8175 
Hath not the Lord ſaid unto our Lord, ſit thou at 
my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy | 
footſtool. The Lord ſhall ſend the rod of thy 
ſtrength out of Zion: rule thou in the midſt of 
_ thine enemies. Thy people ſhall be he in the 
day of thy power, in the beauties of holineſs 
from the womb of the morning thou haſt the dew 
of thy yduth. Poſſeſſing then all the attractions 
of perſorfal excellence and worth; all the inclina- 
tion and wiſhes of the pureſt and moſt enlarged. 
 beneyolence ; all the knowledge neceſſary to con- 
vince ane inſtruct the world; all the grace, means, 
and influence adapted to the neceſſities of ſinners, 


pet en be bleſt in him, and all nations call him 


Phage in his hand to require and invite to a cheäf- 
ful ſubmiſſion, and by the ſpirit” of love and truth 


- 


* * & * - * 


In the firſt place, it dallows om what hath . 


* + 


been ſaid, that the Chriſtian religion is entitled to : 


the beſt reception among men. It firſt began to 
be ſpoken by the Lord, and hath been confirmed 


oh _ unto, us by them that heard him, God alſo beari 


them witneſs both with ſigns and . wonders, an, 


with divers, miracles, and * of the Holy Ghoſt, 


ll. Independent of mi- 


according to his own. w 


raculous atteſtations, even his doctrine and man- 


ver of tcachog ex horted the confeſſion of enemies, 
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I; that never man ſpake like this man. The intimate 
AS knowledge of his diſciples, encreaſed to them the 
evidence of his divine miffion, and hath tranſmit- 
ted to us a pure and perfect teſtimony. Well 
: might they ſay, who with their own eyes beheld his 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the 
father, full of grace and truth, We have not 
| 2 « followed cunningly deviſed - fables, when we 
te made known unto you the power and coming 
| 88 «of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but were eye witneſſes 
| of his majeſty, for he received from God the 
| « Father honour and glory when there came ſuch 
a voice to him from the excellent glory, this is 
* my beloved ſon in whom I am well pleaſed. 
* And this voice which came from heaven, we 
* heard when we were with him in the holy 
V Wins 
I | Thus was ancient prophecy ratified, and future 
3 confidence directed and eſtabliſhed ; but the argu- 
= ment which our ſubject chiefly preſſes upon us, is 
that which ariſes from its intrinſic excellence and 
grandeur, and its viſible moral effects. Can we 
- contemplate the manifeſt deſign and tendency of 
Chriſtianity, without aſcribing to it a perfection of 
beauty, majeſty, and goodneſs, which never be- 
longed to any other ſyſtem, which not only merits 
a a preference of regard, but which juſtly commands 
reverent attention and eternal wonder of the 
Whole intelligent creation? Wefe ever ſuch en- 
larged and exalted views given of the character 
and government of God? Were there ever ſuch 
commanding majeſty and laws? Such. invitin 
beauty, ſuch overcoming grace? Can we * —. 
to the miniſtry of reconciliation withqut admiring 
"his love, his wiſdom, his power, his holineſs, his 
Juſtice, his faithfulneſs ? When we think how the 
perſon, character, and work of Chriſt, as the Re- 
- __ -deemer_ of a loſt world ſet theſe before us in full 
"and glorious illuſtration ;” what a profuſion of the 
_-_ "richeſt and beſt bleſſings is poured upon us by his 
mediation and influence; how freely theſe m__ | 
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mablebenefits are heſtowed; how fully they ſatiſ- 
fy the heart; how much they are deſigned and 
Calculated to produce and promote individual ex- 
cellence and enjoyment, and univerſal goodneſs 
and happineſs; do we not in theſe things recog- 
nize a true and divine religion? Is it not then 
a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Chriſt Jeſus came into the world to ſave. fin- 
ners? Behold now is the accepted time, now is 
. ' "he day ee 8 
; Secondly, We are warranted to infer the honour 
and importance of Mithonary zeal and ſervice. 
| Theſe are evidently conformable to the divine pur- 
| 3 precept, and promiſe ; therefore are Jaw» -, 
ful. Gratitude obliges us to publiſh and recom- 
mend the goodneſs of God, and the grace and 
truth of the Saviour of the world; brotherly love 
requires our cloſeſt attention and moſt active exer- 
tions in advancing as far as we can the beſt in- 
tereſts of our fellow men. But the ſubject upon 
which we have been diſcourſing urges theſe upon 
us not merely as duty, but the moſt important and 
honourable ſervice in which we can engage. ' We 
have ſeen that it is the plan of God, his principal 
plan; he hath made every thing elſe ſubordinate 
to it. His own Son ſteps forward at his call, as 
the only perſon in the univerſe. able and worthy to 
undertake and - accompliſh, the reconciliation of 
heaven and earth. Not only hath he collected and | 
ſhall he put into operation all the influences of | 
nature and providence, but the perſonal agency _ 
and almighty energies of the eternal Spirit are re- 
quiſite, and ſhall'be employed to complete the 
univerſal reſtoration of human nature to the favour 
and image of God. Can that then be a little 
thing? Mut it not be the greateſt conceivable. 
thing which ſtands forth with ſuch diſtinguiſhed 
| pre-eminence in the mind, and works, and ways 
of Jehoyah himſelf? Muſt we not attach to ſuch + - 
a a thing the higheſt importance? Indeed the proſ- 
-pe&t which it opens to man, contraſted with his | 
F  -—- , Circumſtances *' 
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circumſtances as a, guilty . degenerate creature, 
ſtrongly mark its peculiar importance: to raiſe 
him from the deepeſt depravity to the moſt exalted 
perfection of nature and charaQter ; from being a 
child of wrath to be an heir of God and of eternal 


life; to make a. world of ſinners a kingdom of 


ſaints, and to tranſlate them finally to the king- 


dom of heaven, muſt ſtrike us as a ſcheme of ſuch 


magnitude. and extent that every thing elſe . muſt 


ink inte inſignificance compared with it. To be 
permitted, ſtill more to be commanded and en- 


couraged to take a part in ſuch a work, muſt be 
felt and acknowledged as the higheſt honour of 
which human nature is capable. Whatever then 
others may ſay of our Miſſionary plans and con- 
duct as weak and fooliſh, deſerving only pity or 
contempt, let us rejoice in the ſanction of divine 
-approbation, and in the high honour of being 


Workers together with God. And who can harm 


us if we be followers of that which is good to the 
ſouls and bodies of men, which hath the promiſe 
of the life which now is and of that which is to 
come? | 13 | 0 N 


It follows in the third place from what-hath 


been ſaid, that peculiar qualifications are neceſ- 


ſary to the faithſul diſcharge of Miſſionary duty. 


The ſervice is indeed honourable, but it is alſo 


arduous. The deſign and work allowed to he ſo 
important, muſt be attended with many difficulties, 


and require a wiſe, laborious, and able execution. 


I mean not that this work ſhould not commence or 
© "cannot go on without great literary talents and 
wWorldly patronage or influence. Whatever may 
be the occaſional uſe or advantage of theſe, we 
muſt ſeek qualifications of a very different and 


ſuperior nature for the | buſineſs of Chriſtian. Mif- 


| Gonaries, . They muſt be men of tr ted faith, piety , 


purity, and patience. . We cannot be too cautious 


in the trial of their character, or too careful in the 


5 tuition of their minds. They. ſhould appear to us 
te be thoroughly ſound in their principles and 
e e ag | under 
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of enlarged ſcriptural knowledge, good capacity; 
and good utterance; of a humble, meek, quiet, 
and patient ſpirit; not eaſily provoked ; dead to 


the world; emmently ſpiritual, holy, . heavenly, 


 Hborious, and perſevering. The nature and im- 


portance of the ſervice demand every Chriſtian 


grace, virtue, and temper in the higheſt degree: 


While we therefore acknowledge the divine con- 
deſcenſion and kindneſs in countenancing and ani- 
mating our firſt exertions in this glorious cauſe” by 


an extraordinary excitement of the Miſſionary 


fpirit, and it is our duty to cheriſh and direct at 


wherever we find it, yet experience alſo muſt con- 
vince us of the neceſſity of the moſt deliberate, 
ſtrict, and patient examination of every candidate. 
He may ſhew himſelf poſſeſſed of conſiderable 
gifts, and yet not give ſatisfactory evidence of 
grace. We may have no doubt of his perſonal 
religion, and yet not find all the talents and temper 
which we judge requiſite for a Miffionary. They 


ſhould-not be young in years, nor novices in reli- 


gion; and perhaps a very conſiderable time ſhould 


be inſiſted on for their trial, ere a final approbation 
is obtained. Such ſhould be our anxious care to 


find out them who are worthy, but we muſt be- 


ware in exerciſing” this ſolicitude, of truſting to 
our own judgment, or their abilities; the work is 


God's: to him therefore we muſt commit our 
| cauſe as being his own, and depend on his bleſſing 


and fpirit alone for counſel, aid, and ſucceſs: To 
__ conclude, does not our fubject and the deſign” of 
our meeting call upon all the friends of Evangelical 
Miſſions, to recommend the goſpel and its propa- 
ems among the Heathen, by. exemplary lives. 
When our temper and conduct correſpond to our 
public profeſſions, we moſt effectually put to filenoe 
the ignorance of ' fooliſh 'men. When they ſee us 


. - 
5 


meet irg for prayer, let tent have no reaſon to fu 


that we neglect it in our cloſets or families. When 
profeſſing to uſe the beſt means, in dependance oy 5 


nl 
ul 

i 

1 
Ex 


144 HEAVEN AND EARTH REGONCILED, &c- 


he Spirit of grace, for renovating the character 


of the Heathen world, let us put off from our- 


ſelves the old man of fin, with his deeds, which are 
corrupt, and put on the new man which after God 


is created in righteouſneſs and true holineſs. 


When we aſpire to be the inſtruments of univerſal 


reconciliation, let us be at peace amongſt ourſelves, 
walking in love one towards another, as Chriſt 


| hath loved us. Behold how good and how plea- 


ſant it is for Brethren to dwell together in unity. 


Me have many adverſaries ; let us arm ourſelves 
_ againſt them with the ſame mind which was in our 
Lord. If we, imbibe his ſpirit and walk as he 


walked, we need not bediſcouraged by the ſuſpicions 


or accuſations of enemies. We may boldly fay the 


Lord is our helper, we will not fear what man can 
do unto us; we ſhall be more than conquerors through | 


him who loved us, and even our Miſſionary labours 


ſhall not be in vain in the Lord. If ſtill men ſhall. 


revile us, and ſpeak all manner of evil againſt us 


falſely for Chriſt's ſake, let us not render railin 
for railing ; let us bleſs them who curſe us, — 
pray for them who deſpitefully uſe and perſecute 
us; let us ſhew that in ſeeking the ſalvation of the 
Heathen we are not unconcerned for our Brethren 
at home; that we preach peace to them who are 


near as well as to them which are afar off. We be- 
ſeech every ſinner in this great afſembly to be re- 
cConciled unto God: we cannot convey this joyful 
ſound to every ear, but this Miſſionary Society and 


many others will proclaim it as far and wide as 


divine influence, and the public liberality, ſhall 


enable them. It is their prayer that all ends of 


the earth may ſee the ſalvation of God, for it is 
their faith, that it hath pleaſed the father that in 


Chriſt ſhould all fulneſs dwell; and having made 
peace through the blood of his croſs, by im to 


reconcile all things unto himſelf; by him, I ſay, | 
whether they be things in earth or things in heaven. 
Amen, and Amen. „ Fe 
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He is a choſen Veſſel unto me, to hear my Name before 
the Gentiles, and Kings, and the Children of Iſrael : 
for I will fhew him how great Things he muſt ſuffer 

For ny Names ſake. e 
TurkE is no office which a mortal can poſſibly 

ſuſtain of equal dignity and importance with the 

miniſtry of the Goſpel ; as it is an office deriving its 
authority from the appointment of God himſelf, 
and promoting, in its effects, the glory of the Saviour 
in the ſalvation of-his people. TS Route 

To impart the knowledge of this ſalvation to 
others, is the higheſt ambition that can actuate the 
human breaſt ; an ambition which filled the ſouls 

of Prophets and Apoſtles; an ambition which pe- 
culiarly animated the ſtrong affections of the great 

St. Paul, and gave an ardour, an energy, to all his 

miniſtrations. Unbounded in his deſires of pro- 

moting the intereſt of Jeſus in the world, we be- 
hold him unwearied in his labours, flying from 

Country to country with the Goſpel of his Saviour 

in his hand; and his matchleſs zeal, his warm be- 

nevolence, are recorded in hiſtory as a bright in- 
ſtance of the exerciſe of that extenſive charity to 
ſinners, with which a breaſt, feeling the ſacred fire 
of divine love as his did, perpetually glows, and is 
conſtantly familia. N > av 
St. Paul is a character to which our attention is 
naturally excited,: when'we- have in contemplation 
2 Miſſion to the Heathen; and to all who are poſ- 
"3 + | Tz n ſeſſed 


4. 
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ſeſſed of ſueh lively ſenſations of ſoul, as Miffionaries 


ought to poſſeſs, we cannot but propoſe him as a 


character to be carefully ſtudied, and cloſely imitated. 
He is a choſen veſſel unto me, to bear my name 


before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of 


Ifrael; for I will ſhew him how great things he 
muſt ſuffer for my name's fake. From which words 
we will conſider, 95 | 
\- Firſt, St. Paul's deſignation to his office by Jeſus 
Chriſt. __ | i, | 
* Secondly, his diſcharge of that office; and, 
© Thirdly, his trials and oppoſition, with his con- 
ccc WE | 
Firſt : St. Paul's deſignation to his office by Jeſus 
Chriſt. TE 4 
St. Paul was an inſtrument raiſed up for great 
uſefulneſs to the world. He was ſeparated in the 
divine decree from his mother's womb; © feparated 
to the Goſpel of Chriſt.” From the time of his 
call to the apoſtleſhip, his zeal and talents, formerly 
miſguided and miſapplied, were directed into a 
proper channel, and devoted to the ſervice of him 
who gave them. * 
He was deſigned for a noble employment. He was 
a choſen veſſel filled with the rich treaſure of the 
Goſpel, which he was to convey to others—a veſſel 
fitted for the Maſter's uſe. For this purpoſe his 
foul had taſted that the Lord is gracious. | He was 
called to an acquaintance with Jeſus Chriſt, and 
had felt the efficacy and the happineſs of being 
made a partaker of his falvation.- He had, indeed, 
found a Saviour precious, and was deſtined to im- 
part the knowledge of a precious Saviour to others. 
his was to be his whole occupation. To this he 
was choſen of Jeſus Chriſt: he was to be his ſervant, 
engaged in his caufe; and a wide field was opened 
for his exertions To bear Chriſt's name amongſt 
the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Ifrae]. 
Io ſpread the name of Jeſus amongſt finners hi- 
therto unacquaited with him to make him known _ 


/ 
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to the ends of the earth to ſtand forward as an 
earneſt contender for the faith. once delivered to the 
ſaints to convince the Jews, from their own ſcrip- 
tures, of the validity of the Meſſiah's character, 
and of the truth of his miſſion - to declare the ful - 
filment of the Prophecies in him, were works of no 


ſſmall importance, and of no little difficulty ; works 


which required more than human ability to per- 
form. And who is ſuflicient for theſe things, but a 
choſen veſſel of the Lord? one eminently ſet apart 
for the undertaking, and. qualified with thoſe gifts 
of grace which God imparted in no ſcanty meaſure 
to this great Apoſtle? He was to bear Chriſt's name 
to the Gentiles; he was to open their blind eyes, 
and to turn them from darkneſs to light, and from 
the power of Satan unto God, that they might 
receive forgiveneſs of fins, and inheritapce amongſt 
them which are ſanctified through faith that is in 
him. Acts xxvi. 18. . e 
Delightful and exalted employment! To pro- 
claim the name of Jeſus to nations wandering in 
the wildeſt error, and beclouded with the groſſeſt 
blindneſs: to proclaim him a light ſhining upon a 
benighted world; a light diſpelling the miſt of ig- 
norance, and opening the brightneſs of truth: to 
ubliſh the glad tidings of redemption to people 
eld captive in the ſtrongeſt bonds of Satan; and 

to be made the honoured inſtrument of turnin 
them to God; a God not of inflexibly ſtern juſtice, ' 
but of tender mercy in his Son. What office ſo im- 

portant! what office ſo honourable ! what office fo. 
delightful as this! | 2g e 
Well might the Apoſtle Paul eſteem jit a remark- 
able-privilege to be ſo wonderfully regarded of his 
God: well might he in the exuberance of his grate- 
ful foul exclaim To me who am leſs than the leaſt 
of all Saints is this grace given, that I ſhould preach 
among the Gentiles the unſearchable riches of 
Chriſt.” He ſaw their deplorable ſituation of diſtreſs, 
 _ end where his Saviour commanded, he gladly flew 
ent "C | | to 
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to their relief. The neceſſity of the caſe demanded 
the warmeſt exertions of his vigorous mind; and in 
the ſtrength of his Saviour we ſhall ſee him enduring 
all things, and becoming all things, if by any means 
he might ſave fome; which leads us, SED 
Secondly, To review his diſcharge of the office 
to which he was appointed. tet n 
For the work to which St. Paul was deſtined he 
was peculiarly fitted. Poſſeſſed in an enlarged de- 


gree of the“ mind which was in Chriſt Jeſus, that 


benevolent ſpirit which filled the breaſt of incarnate 
Deity, was particularly vitible in this his favoured 


ſervant. Paul followed Chriſt; and as no one amongſt | 
the primitive preachers of the Gofpel was more 


acquainted with the Redeemer's glory, ſo no one 
evinced a ſtronger attachment to his Maſter's cauſe 
than he did. St. Paul was appointed to an office 


from which he felt no inclination to ſhrink, but 


which he delighted to diſcharge; and in the diſ- 
charge of it he diſcovered an uncommon zeal; not 
however © the blind and furious zeal of: a-bigot or 
« fanatic, but the generous ardour of one who 
„knew the truth, and felt the unſpeakable” im- 


© portance of his commiſſion.” His object was 


the introduction of truth amongſt perſons unac- 


* . 


old excellencies; and truth with him needed no 


ee he ſpake with boldneſs, no one making 


him afraid. His was a peculiar appointment; it 
was to go to the Gentiles; people who had ſerved 
idols, the works of their own hands, wood and 
ſtone; people enſlaved to the baſeſt luſts, and the 
moſt inhuman practices. Theſe enormities he was 


not merely to counteract (by his doctrines) in the 
extent of their influence, but to aboliſh' the prac- 


tice, and introduce into the breaſt a deteſtation of 
them. In this e ee he readily 8 :; 
deſirous, under a divine bleſſing, to turn them from 


dumb idols to ſerve the living and true God; and 


he wonderfully ſucceeded in it, by preaching the 


name 


83 


ares with her ſacred character, and her mani- 
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name and the truths of Jeſus ; for monſters of ini- 
quity became. ſhining monuments of the Saviour's 
victory over fin. and corruption. 
Behold him, for inſtance, at Corinth, making 
the experiment; attempting to reduce debauthees 
and profligates to temperance and ſobriety. He 
does not enter on a laboured argumentation—he 
does not reaſon with them on the incongruity of 
ſuch practices with men of ſcience and character, 
or eonſider them as actions debaſing human nature 
far beneath its dignity—he does not try the power 
of moral ſuaſion. Paul was indeed acquainted with 

the polite and admired literature of the age, but 
here he knew its inefficacy, and was well aware 
that it was too highly appreciated when ſuppoſed 
capable of reſtraining the paſſions within the bounds 
of decency and order; he had ſeen its inutility in 
the inſtructions of the moſt celebrated philoſophers, 
and learnt that the dogmas of the profoundeſt ſages 
were only ſcientific. conceits, more admirable as 
matters of ingenious ſpeculation, than as efficacious 
motives to a regular and moral conduct. Hence 
he lays aſide all that elegant erudition which he 
had acquired in the ſchool of Gamaliel, and, as a 


diſciple of the bleſſed Jeſus, determined to know no 055 


other name but his, to ſpeak of nothing but him 
who was crucified- as the reſtorer of mankind to 
decency and order, the only ſufficient mean of coun- 
teracting and overcoming the evils. and corruptions 
of life. Such is his declaration, when addreſſing the 
Corinthian church: Aud J, brethren, . when I came 
unto you, came not with excellency of ſfieech or of wiſe 
dom, declaring unto you the teſtimony of God: For I de- 

termined not to know any thiug among you ſave Jeſus 
Chriſt and him crucified. 1 Cor. ii. 1, 2. In this one 
point the Apoſtle conceived all true wiſdom to 


1 Centre. To know Chriſt crucified was with him the 


ſublimeſt knowledge; becauſe in Chriſt crucified 
the wiſdom of God was . wonderfully diſplayed, 
Ie preach Chrift crucified, unto the Jews a Han bk. 
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block ; and unto the Greeks fooliſhneſs : but unto them 
whith are called, both Jews and Greeks, Chriſt ' the 
frower of God, and the wiſdom of God. 1 Cor. i. 23, 24. 
Here the whole Deity is diſplayed. In the cruci- 
fixion of Chriſt, the otheringls diſcordant attributes 
of God are reconciled: juſtice receives her righteous 
award in the death of the ſubſtitute, and merey 
ſmiles on man. In this wonderful tranſaction more. 
of God is diſcovered, than ever was made known 
to mortals before. His Majeſty is ſeen; in that an 
infinite evil required an infinite atonement, and fin 
was no otherwiſe pardonable than by the death of 
his beloved Son. Here his- great wiſdom ſhines 
conſpicuous : here his power is marvellouſly diſ- 
played ; fince human redemption was too difficult 
a work for any to attempt: but God, and infinite 
power was neceſfary to complete the work, and 
carry it into effect. In this doctrine of Chriſt cru- 
cified are diſcoverable glory to God in the higheſt; 
and on earth peace: the honour of the lawgiver is 
in perfect conſiſtency with the ſalvation of the fin- 
ner; God can be juſt, and the juſtifier of him that 


believeth in Jeſus. It is in this glofious tranſac-  - 


tion, that the redeemed ſinner reads his ruin, and 
his delivery. Here he beholds an avenging ad- 
verfary ; here he fees a pardoning God; here he 
acquires peace to his hitherto burdened conſcience; 
here he obtains life to his dead ſoul ; here his heart 
is cheared with the fight of a heavenly Father re- 
conciled, and here he learns to eſtimate the favour. 
Contemplating the Saviour's dignity and debaſe- 
ment, he wonders and adores; wonders at the im- 
menſity of love which brought the Lord of life and 

glory from the realms of bliſs, to tabernacle — 
the ſons of men; and beholding him, who, being in the 
form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal 
with God, taking upon him the form of a ſervant, 
and made in the likeneſs of man, and being found 
in faſhion as a man, humbling himſelf, and be- 
coming obedient to death, even the death of = | 
CEE; : 8 Crols, 


croſs, his thankful ſoul, loſt in ſweet ſurprize, 
_.adores the grace of our Lofd Jeſus Chriſt, Who 

though he was rich, yet for our ſakes became poor, 
that we through his poverty might be rich; fich in 


all the bleſſings of grace, as earneſts and pledges 


of the riches of glory. Beneath the croſs he reads 


te enormity of guilt, and the extent of forgive- 
neſs. Beneath the croſs he ſees fin, death, and hell, 
vanquiſhed and ſpoiled for ever; heaven opened to 
his view, and himſelf an heir of God, and a joint 


heir with Chriſt, born to an inheritance incorrupti- 


ble, undefiled; and that fadeth not away; an in- 


heritance which is his unalienable right; an inhe- 
hitance of which no ſtratagem or force can diveſt 


him, but which is reſerved in Heaven beyond tze 
reach of every enemy. Such are the views pre- 
ſented to the mind of the Chriſtian at his Saviours 
croſs. Admiring the grace which brought him to 
eſteem this Saviour, and his bleeding, dying love; 
his compaſſions are excited for others; his heart 


expands with defires for their W in the en- 


joyment of the ſame bleſſing. Thus was Paul af- _ 
fected: reſcued himſelf from the power of Satan, 
and tranſlated into the kingdom of God's dear Son, 
he could not but teſtify what he had ſeen and heard. 
He preaches Chriſt crucified at Corinth, and mon- 
ſters of licentiouſneſs are transformed by the renew- 


ing of their minds; their ſouls are waſhed from 
their pollution, and rendered apt habitations for the 
reſidence of God himſelf: Know ye not that the. un- 


righteous ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not 
deceived, neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulte- 


rers, nor effeminate, nor abuſers of themſelves with man- 
kind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor re- 


vilers, nor extortioners, ſhall inherit the kingdom of God. 


And fuck were ſome of you; but ye are waſhed, but ye 


are ſan#ified, but ye are juſtified in the name of the Lord 
Jeſus, and by the Shirit of our God. 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10, 11. 
But it was not merely at Corinth that the Apoſtle 


preached Chriſt crucified. Attend him, Brethren, at 


Epheſus, proclaiming the name of ſeſus to idolaters 
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and magicians, and many that believed came and 


confeſſed and ſhewed their deeds; many alſo of 


them which uſed curious arts brought their books | 


together and burned them before all men; not 
aſhamed to own their guilt ; not afraid to attach 
themſelves to the diſciples. of the crucified Jeſus. 
The worſhippers of Diana became the worſhippers, 
of the Lord, and great grace and dn in the 
faith was amongſt them. 

It would be to treſpaſs on your time to be more 
minute on. this point. Suffice it to ſay, that Paul 
was unbounded, i in his deſires, and unwearied in 


4 


report. 12 * and Neely: were diſtinguiſhing 


features in our Apoſtle's character; love for his 


Redeemer being ever operative upon his heart; 
raiſed him ſuperior to oppotition,, and rendered dif- 
ficulties light. Steady to one 2 neither threats 
nor tortures could make him deſiſt from his purpoſe. 
0 The ſolemnity of tribunals; 3 the preſence o of g0- 
« vernors; of even the tumult of an enraged mul- 
6c titude, took nothing from his fortitude; and: 
added both grace and dignity to his perſuaſive 


* eloquence.” Paul in his miniſterial character 
Was always the ſame; and whether traverſing diſ- 


tant countries, and exerciſing bis miniſtry amongſt 


heathen nations; ein before Agrippa, or ſit- 


ting in the Synagogue of the Jews, his one end 
and aim was to make Chriſt crucified known to 


their ſouls, and introduce his religion amongſt the 
2 benighted- and the ignorant. His doctrines were 


dodtrines according to godlineſs; and God gave 


his bleſſing to his own truth. The world received 


the glorious teſtimony, and the effects were viſible; 


5 1 around. In his admirable * he not 


only 


J 
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only. ſtates the nature and gener of bis doctrines, 
but exhibits an exemplification of the efficacy 25 
divine truth, in an appeal to the characters of th 
Who had embraced it, Thus to what we have 
already faid reſpecting the Corinthians, we ma 
add his addreſs to the Epheſian church: * Yai 
*“ hath he quickened who were dead in trefpaiſes 
ol and fins, wherein in time paſt ye walked'accord- ' 
ing to the courſe of this world, the ſpirit that 


* now worketh in the children of diſobedience. 
46 


„ _ 5% 


in times paſt in the luſts of the fleſh, fulfilling the - 
« defires of the fleſh and of the mind, and were by 
* nature the children of wrath, even as others. Ye 
were ſometimes darkneſs, but now are ye light 
« in the Lord.” Glorious effects of the bene 
of Chriſt crucified; by which the fleſh is ſubdued to 
the ſpirit, and crucified with its affections and luſts; 
by which men are made new creatures, in whom 
old things paſs away, and all things become new! 
When writing to the church of Coloſſe, our 
Apoſtle ſays, “ We ive thanks to God and the 
„ Father of our Lark Jeſus Chriſt, praying always 
for you, ſince we heard of your love to the ſaints ;” 
thoſe holy perſons who are ſeparated by à Sa- 
viour's power from the world that lieth in the 
wicked one; © for the hope which is laid up for 
„ you in heaven, whereof ye heard before in the 
word of the truth of the Goſpel, which is come 
„ unto/you, as it is in all the world, and bringeth 
« forth fruit as it doth alſo in you, ſince the day 
you heard of it, and knew the "7808 of God in 
© arab” 

The Theſſalonians alſo” are chardtithd' as per- 
ſons „to whom,” ſays Paul, our Goſpel came 


not in word only, but alſo in power, and in the ' | 


Holy Ghoſt, and ye became followers of us, and 
« of the Lord.” 


a Such, Brethren, was the event of een to the 
Heathen in the apoſtolic age: God crowned the 
8 U 2 labour: 


Among whom alſo we all had our converſation | 


* 
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labours of his faithful ſervant with abundant and 
laſting ſucceſs; and the name of Jeſus, which he 
"bore to the Gentiles, became a praiſe in the earth. 
Still the ſame ignorance, blindneſs, and evil, ſub- 
fiſt in the world as did in the Apoſtlgs day. 
Countries, with which he was ynacquainted, have 
come to our knowledge; and all thoſe ſavage cruel- 
ties and enormities, which make a refined European 
ſhudder, are exerciſed and perpetrated amongſt 
them: © For look on the various wild and uncivilized 
. << tribes of men, of whatever name or colour, which 
* our ambition, or avarice, or curioſity, have diſ- 
covered in the new or old world, and fay, if the 
« ſight of human nature in ſuch crying diſtreſs, in 
« ſuch ſordid, diſgraceful, and more than brutal 
< wretchedneſs, be not enough to make us fly with 
ce ardour to their relief and better accommoda- 
ee tion “.“ Ourſelves acquainted with a Saviour; 
ourſelves bleſſed with an hope full of immortality ; 
_ purſelves privileged with a ſcene of conſolation and 
of glory: ſurely our defires muſt be excited to ſend 
them the welcome, the joyous report, that to them 
e there is a Saviour born.“ Bleſſed be God for the 
encouragement he has afforded in the ſucceſs of 
Miſſions to the Heathen heretofore, His Goſpel 
has within this century been carried to diſtant coun- 
tries, and it has wonderfully ſpreadf;  _ 
What glorious events may not be expected from 


And ſtill it ſpreads. See Germany ſend forth 
Her ſons}, to pour it on the fartheſt north. 
Fir'd with a zeal peculiar, hey defy EN 
The rage and rigour of a polar ſky, 
And plant ſucceſſively ſweet Sharon's roſe - 
On icy plains, and in eternal ſnows. 
ied. 77 Ea 85 CowPER. 


© * Biſhop Hurd's Sermon before the Society for the Propagation” 
of the Gone. „ So pap | 3 
+ ide Gillies' Hiſtorical Collections; and Periodical Accounts 
* to Morayian:-Miflions eftatliſhed among the Heathen. 
i Moravian Miſhionaries in Greenland; vide Krantz. 
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A Miſſion to the Heathen, ſincè there is every thing 


in the command, every thing in the promiſes of. 
God, to encourage the Miſſionary in his weigh 
undertaking. He goes out for God, and he tha 
have the ſupport of God. His trials may be great; 
his difficulties may be numerous and various; yet 
here he has counted the coſt: he knows the human 
heart; he is acquainted with the natural enmity of 
mankind againſt God and his ways; and, whilſt as 
a Chriſtian believer, feeling a Saviour's love con- 
ſtraining him to ſpeak in his name, his hopes and 
expectations of ſucceſs, perhaps, are lively and ex- 


tenſive, he is aware (and he lives under the impreſ- 


ſion continually) that his own life may eventually 
fall a ſacrifice to the vengeance and rage of malice 
and of ignorance. Vet here his God ſupports him; 
keeps him from timidity and dread, and teaches 
him to caſt all his care upon that friend who careth 
for him. This was Paul's conduct, as we are to 
„ n OR Ne n 
I birdly, by reviewing his troubles and trials, 
and his conduct under them. | 
That man has no proper idea of the Chriſtian 
miniftry, who ſuppoſes it to be a life of eaſe; a life 
free from anxieties and trials. The Miniſter of Jeſus 
Chriſt muſt and will be, in a greater or Jeſs degree, 
conformed to his Saviour in ſuffering; and if ever a 
perſecution ariſe, thoſe who have ſtood in the front 
of the battle, as reſolute and determined opponents 
of fin and of Satan, will probably be the firſt victims 
of the perſecutor's rage. It muſt be confeſſed, how- 
ever, that in our nation, and under our laws, we 
are in a great meaſure exempt from outward: trials; 
but it was far different in St. Paul's days, and it 
may poſſibly be far different with the Miſſionary to 
the Heathen. When Paul lived, the Miniſtry was 
the road to martyrdom ; yet this did not intimidate _ 
or deter him from his purpoſe, for he was willing 
not only to be bound, but to die for the name of 
the Lord Jeſus: He knew that he was the ſuffering 
Ts of 5 TL TEM diſciple 
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diſciple of a ſuffering Maſter, and that as Jeſus en- 
dured the croſs previous to his glorification, ſo muſt 
all who follow him to his kin mo Under all - 
derived conſolation from the — of his Saviour. 
His Saviour's work was to be accompliſhed, a 
be was well aſſured in his mind, that whilſt his 
Saviour had any employment for him in his gracious 
ſervice, he would protect him. © A Miniſter of the 
% Goſpel” (as Mr. Whitfield was accuſtomed to ſay) 
is immortal till his work is done:“ and though 
ſtripes, bonds, and impriſonments awaited Paul, 
| theſe did no injury either to himſelf, or the cauſę 
be had eſpouſed; as patience was wrought in his 
1400 ſou], and the church was emboldened by, his 
.DONUS. | | | "7 
Our Apoſtle's ideas of the Chriſtian Miniſtry / 
were juſt what they ſhould be: he viewed himſelf 
as entered on an active ſervice, and a ſervice of 
oppolition to the maxims of a vain. and wicked 
world, and the ſchemes and machinations of Satan. 
Of courſe Satan would ſtir up his adherents to oppo- 
fition againſt a man who ſo determinately attacked 
him; a man by whoſe preaching his kingdom was 
ſhaken. This Paul well knew; for the Hal Ghoſt 
witneſſed in every city, that bonds and afflictions 
abode him; but theſe things did not move him from 
his ſteadfaſtneſs ; he knew whom he had 'believed; 
he was well acquainted with him who had promiſed, 
e as thy day is, ſo ſhall thy ſtrength be ;” and who 
had aſſured his followers, © I will never leave thee 
nor forſake thee.” Under the impreſſion of theſe 
_ Promiſes he ventured boldly in the name of Jeſus 
amongſt men, and though perſecuted from place 
to place, he ceaſed not to witneſs, both to ſmall 
and great, repentance towards God, and faith to- 
wards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. His aim and defire 
was to give no offence in any thing, that the mi- 
niſtry might not be blamed; but in all things to 
approve himſelf as the Miniſter of God, in mucſi pa- 
Aa, in dne, is adi in diftraſs, in Aries, 
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in impriſouments, in tumults, in labours, in watchings 
m fuſtings, by fureneſs, by knowledge, by long ſuffer- —- 
my, by kindneſs, by the Holy Ghoſt, by love unfeigned, 
by the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armour 
| 75 righteouſneſs on the right aud, and on the left, by | 
nour, and diſhonour ; by evil report, and good refiort * 
as\a dereiver, and yet true; as unknown, and yet wel! 
Known; as dying, and behold we live; as chaſtened, and 
not killed; as ſorrotoful, yet always rejoicing ; as. poor, 
yet making many rick ; as having nothitg, and yet poſſeſſ= 
ing all things. ii Cor. vi. 3. 11. He was troubled o 
_ . Every fide, yet not diſtreſſed ; lie was fierfilexed, but not 
in deſpair ; ferſecuted, but not forſaken ; caſt down, but 
not deflroyed; always bearing about in the body the dying 
of the Lord Jeſus, that the life alſo of Jeſus might be 
made manifeſt. in his body. ii Cor. iv. 8. 12. All 
that Paul endured he accounted of no importance 
whatever; for our light affliction (fays he), which. 
is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory. He calls that _ 
light affliction, which many of thoſe who profeſs to 
be followers of him, would denominate grievous 
trials; he ſays, light affliction, when—what had he 
not endured? Hear his own, words; 11 Cor. xi. 23. 
27. Are they Miniſters of Crit? (T ſpeak as a fh 
I am more; in labours more abundant,” in ſtripes above 
meaſure, in priſons more frequent,” in A oh. G. 7b 
| Jews five times received ] forty ftripes fave one; thrice 
was [beaten with'rods, once was 1 flontd, thrice I ſuf- 
fered fhiprorect, a night and a day I have been in the 
deep; m-journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils 
e robbers, in perils by my own countrymen, &c. 
. © Inſtead of repining at the diſpenſation of his 
Saviour towards him, herejoiced that he was counted 
worthy to ſuffer ſhame for the name of the Lord 
Jeſus. Upbeld by His Saviour's grace, trials loſt. 
their diſtreſſing nature, and were converted into 
pleſſings: he had even learnt to glory in tribulation, 


knowing that'tribulation worketh patience, and pa 
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tience experience, and experience hope, and hope 
maketh not aſhamed. So much was his holy ſous, 
devoted to his Maſter, and ſo deſirous was he ot. 
ſpreading his name amongſt men, that he did not 
count his life dear unto himſelf, that he might finiſh. 
| his courſe with joy, and the Miniſtry which he had 
received of the Lord Jeſus, to teſtify the Goſpel of 
the grace of God. Acts xx. 24. And in the near 
approach of his laſt ſuffering, when eternity was 
upon his thoughts, he indicates no ſorrow of mind 
with reſpect to the afflictions he had undergone: he 
drops no hint that he wiſhed to ſhrink from the laſt 
Cafbn of trial. Lo! with what chearfulneſs he 
ſpeaks: I am now ready to be offered up, and the time. 
of my departure is at land; I have fought the good fight, 
] have finiſhed my courſe, I have kept the faith. Hence- 
forth there is laid u for me a crown of glory, which the 
Lord the righteous Judge will give me at that day. 
ii Tim. iv. 6, 8. I have a deſire to depart and be 
with Chriſt ; for when I am abſent from the body, 
I am preſent with the Lord. „ 
I The whole of St. Paul's conduct was but a proof 
/ of the efficacy of his grand doctrine: Chriſt cruci- 
fied, as brought into the experience of the ſoul; as 
ruling the heart, and regulating the converſation. 
He lived upon Chriſt crucified ; the croſs of. Chriſt 
| was his glory, and by it he was crucified to the 
. world, and the world to him. Paul's love to his 
| Redeemer was fervent indeed, and whilſt engaged 
in his ſervice, he felt no diſpoſition ever to abate in 
the faithful declaration of his name; for truth (as a 
good writef obſerves) © is not to be abaſhed by ridi-. 
cule, or to be diſcouraged by oppoſition ; the 
* conviction it imparts is too ſtrong to yield to the 
_ © capricious {way of popular opinion; the mind 
* which it renews is of too firm a texture not to 
<«< eſteem a place near the ſtandard of the croſs the 
| © higheſt poſt of honour; and too deeply attached 
Y © to the Captain of Salvation to deſert his honour- 
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* able intereſts. Pleaſure and fame, crowns and 


* empires, are but an atom in the balance when 

* weighed'againſt the unſearchable riches of Chriſt ; 

* contempt and reproach are no diſgrace when en- 

« dured for his name's ſake; and the loſs of life. 
« itſelf is gain, when the ſacrifice is to be made at 

** the foot of the croſs*.” 

In this faint delineation of the Apoſtle Paul's 
character, I have attempted to exhibit an idea of a 
Miſhonary to the Heathen. Succeſs attended this 
faithful Servant of his Maſter, not becauſe he was 


zealous in his ſervice, and active and unwearied in 


his exertions, but becauſe he preached Chriſt cruci- 
fied ; and becauſe, in his ſcheme, Chriſt was all. 
And this, it muſt. be remarked, is the preaching 
which ſubjugates, and will ſubjugate, the world to 
the authority of Jeſus. This is the preaching which 


the Members ot the preſent Society have found to 


be the power of God to the ſalvation of their ſouls; 
and having experienced its energetic operation in 
their own converſion to God, and knowing the ex- 


cellency of the Goſpel, in the ſweet conſolation it 


de Courcy's Chrift Crucified, 


We have a remarkable inſtance of this in Krantz's Hiſtory of 


* 


Greenland. They (the Miflionaries) have experienced (ſays 
« he) how little is effected by firſt endeavouring to make rational 
creatures of the Heathen, then proving the exiſtence and attri- 
«© butes of God, and from thence enforcing the conſequential 
« duties, in order'the better to prepare them to receive the doc- 


© © trine of the atonement, and to ſhew its neceſſity, After fix 
ti years unſucceſsful labour, they found, that the plain teſtimony - 


« concerning the death and paſſion of Jeſus, together with its 


ec cauſe, and happy conſequences, delivered by a heart touched 


« with a warm and experimental ſenſe of it, js the beſt prepara- 


« tion, and the ſareſt way of enlightening the dark and be- 


tc nighted minds of the wild Heathen, in order to lead them ſt 
10 by ſtep into all truth. And I have been filled with the great 


% amazement to behold the powerful effects of the word of the 


ic croſs on the moſt ignorant and ſavage Heathens, who accord- 
« ing to their firſt appearance ſeemed utterly incapable of compre 


„ hending this great myſtery of godlineſs,” 
el. We 
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imparts, they have joined with heart, and with 
property, to ſend it to nations yet enveloped” in 
2 ignorance and ſuperſtition:: Bleſſed Aſſo- 
ciation | where, r petty diſtinctions, 
hundreds from amongſt Churchmen, and hundreds 
from amongſt Diſſenters, are united in one common 
cauſe as Chriſtians. Happy difintereſtedneſs! What 
a ſhining trait in the character of St. Paul was this: 
Some indeed preacli Chriſt even of envy and ſtrife, and 
ſome alſo of good will. The one fireach Chriſt of contention, 
not ſincerely, ſutſioſiug to add affiiftion to my bonds ; but 
the other of loue, knowing that I am ſet for the defence 
of the Goſpel. What tien? Notwithſtanding every way, 
whether in firetence or in truth, Chriſt is res, aud 
MY I there rejoice, yea, and wil! rejoice. Phil. i. 15. 19. 
| What candour, what benevolence, what reſemblance 
to his Lord and Maſter does this ſentiment diſcover. 
= Me admire the ſpirit of St. Paul; we admire his 
* noble and truly Chriſtian feelings; but it is not ſuf- 
* ficient that we have theſe things in admiration, we 
are bound from profeſſion and obligation to ſee that 
Wein he 
Thanks be to God, the formation of this Society 
evidences that this apoſtolic ſpirit has not totally 
lleft the earth; and I pray God, that he will pour 
more abundant meaſures of it upon you, my Bre- 
thren, whom he has already ſtrengthened to ſuch 
exerciſes of it, But why are not all who preach 
2 Jeſus, or are anxious for the ſpread of his cauſe, 
. lending their aid to ſupport the undertaking in 
| which the Miſſionary Society is embarked? I know 
that many of my Brethren in the eftabliſhment, 
. whom I eſteem, and venerate, and love, have not 
given their countenance to the Miſſionary Society 
f as a body; on the apprehenſion, that it bears an 
unfriendiy aſpect to our preſent government. But 
is this indeed the caſe? If it be, I know nothing of 
the Society in this view, If it be, they have for- 
gotten the conduct of St, Paul, who never entered 
7 | e into 
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into political diſquiſitions, and whoſe practical di- 
rections upon the ſubje& amount to a conſcientious 
ſubmiſſion to the powers that be, as ordained by 
God. Brethren, the deſign of this Society, if we 
may judge fromi the language of Preachers, from 
the language of Directors, from the language of 
the Charges delivered to the Miſſionaries, alfeady. - 
ſent out on this momentous work, is nothing more 
nor leſs, than the extenſion of the kingdom of Chriſt 
amongſt the Heathen, Chriſt crueiſied, the foun- 
dation of hopes the moſt exalted to themſelves, is 
all the Society is deſirous of promulgating to the 
world; and furely, whether Churchmen or Diſs 
ſenters, if we feel any eompaſſion for ſouls, with 
heart, and with voice,” and with ſupport, we are 
bound to prove that we wiſh them good luck in the 
name of the Lord. | 1 Fight Tr 

| When | had engaged in the preſent undertaking, 
my mind was ſoon led to a contemplation of St. Paul, 
as a ſtriking inſtance of uniformity of conduct, whe- 
ther conſidered as a Miſſionary to the Heathen, a 

Miniſter preſiding over a Congregation for a ſeaſon,· 
or as a Chriſtian. St. Paul was in each character 
conſiſtent. To him Chriſt was all, and that not 
merely as a truth which his judgment approved, 
but as a truth which warmed his heart, and en- 
livened his affections. In all his public miniſtra- 
tions we diſcern a glowing regard to the perſon, 
the undertaking, and the offices of the Redeemer 
of finners—a God incarnate, who reconciled Gd 
and Man, was all his theme, all his glory, all his 
delight. To preach Chriſt, he efteemed the moſt 
honourable of all employments; and to hve upon 
Chriſt, the happieſt life below. | ; 
My Brethren in the Miniſtry, I would afk you in 
meekneſs, yet with fidelity, the ſame queſtion which 
I pray God I may put to my own heart. Do we 
eſteem the preaching of Chriſt crucified an ho- 
nour, and an happineſs; and do we declare his 
LES. "0 '$: 2 name 


* 


3 


| w d — * ' - As . ; 
164 THE APOSTOLIC MISSIONARY EXEMPLIFIED 


name from an experimental acquaintance with the 
gracious excellence and power. of his religion? 


Leaving thoſe barren ſpeculations of learning, 


which many employ even in the truths of God, do 
we, as of ſincerity, as of God, in the fight of God, 
ſpeak in Chriſt? Is it our deſire that Chriſt alone 
may be exalted in the hearts of his people? And 
have we in all things an eye to his glory? Are we 
men of prayer, men of confidence in the Redeemer, 
continually earneſt that we may grow up into him 
in all things? Have we his mind, and do we ad- 


vance in a growing conformity to his Divine image? 
Is Paul our pattern, as an eminent and devoted ſer- 
vant of his Maſter? Do we preach the word? Are 
we inſtant in ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon; reproving, re- 


buking, exhorting, with all long ſuffering and doc- 


trine? and whilſt we are joining in the plan of fend- 


ing the Goſpel to the Heathen, are we taking heed 


to the flocks over which the Holy Ghoſt has made 
us overſeers; inſtructing, them by doctrine; inſtruct- 


=» 


ing them by pattern; exemplifying in our conduct, 


all the week, the efficacy of the truths we preach 
to the congregation? Ours, Brethren, is a great 

undertaking. To preach Chriſt ſimply, uninfluenced 

by any ſecondary conſiderations, is an happy attain- 


ment. To preach Chriſt, and not in any reſpect to 
preach ourſelves, is a difficult tafk indeed; but that 
Saviour, whom we ſerve in his Goſpel, has ability to 


make us entirely what we ſhould be for his glory 
in the ſalvation of his people, and in the honour of 


i ; 


his cauſe. 5 8 os lk EE „ 
Lou are aſſembled, Brethren, in the preſence of 
God this morning on a glorious occaſion. Many of 


| you were induced to appear here by a deſire of giv- 
ing your countenance, and lending your aſſiſtance to 


the ſupport of a Miſſion to the Heathen; and many 
of you probably by ſome other motive. On this 
occaſion I muſt obſerve to you, that you have heard 
2 doctrine the moſt important to the ſpiritual inte- 


> 
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reſts of ſinners; not only important to thoſe to whom 
you. wiſh Miſſionaries to be ſent, but important to 
yourſelves. Your eternal ſtate is intimately con- 
netted with your knowledge or ignorance of Chriſt 
crucified. There are many of you, no doubt,.who.. 
know the truth as it is in Jeſus; many who hold al! 
the eſſential doctrines of the Goſpel ; who can de:. 
fend them perhaps ably, and can diſpute for them 
ſcientifically. But there are perſons to be met with, 
who hold the truth in unrighteouſneſs ; who, whilſt - 
they would ſupport a Miſſion to the Heathen, for 
the preaching of Chriſt crucified, are, as to expe- 
rience, unacquainted with him themſelves. Miſera- 
ble thought! To help to build the ark, and perifh+ 
in the waters; to ſupport the Goſpel, and not feel 
the benefit of it. Brethren, enter into your heart. 
Do you, indeed, know Chriſt and him crucified 2; | 
Are you living upon him? Are 3 living much 
beneath his croſs; contemplating his bleeding, his 
dying love; and upon a view of your agonizing 
Lord /by faith exclaiming, there hangs my 1 
Jeſus loved me, and gave himſelf for me: he died 
that I might live; he drank the dregs of the 
bitter cup of his Father's wrath, that I might be 
freed from it for ever! His love is all I would 5 
wiſh to purſue in my meditations, and the effects | 
of his blood in cleanſing me from my pollutions 
daily, is what I deſire to experience! Can you 
ws humbly ſpeak of Chriſt crucified as yours; and ex- 
Claim, God forbid! that I ſhould glory, fave in the 
croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; and are you indeed 
crucified to the world, and is the world crucified 
to you? Have you crucified the fleſh, with the af- 
fections and luſts? Are you in all caſes, and in all 
circumſtances looking to Chriſt crucified? Is it your 
5 practice to go, with all your imperfections, with all 
your weakneſſes, with all your doubts, and all your 
trials, to him, in whom all fulneſs dwells; who is 
poſſeſſed of an omnipotency-of ſtrength, and * 


\ 
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| had experience of temptation himſelf, knows how 
to ſuccour thoſe that are tempted? Is it your prac- 
tice, I ſay, to apply to Jeſus with a penitent broken 
heart, for a ſupply of all your wants, that you may 
honour him by truſting him more fully, and by be- 
coming more conformed to his image daily, in all 
holy converſation and godlineſs ? If you, can reply 
ſatisfactorily to queſtions like theſe, you have rea- 
ſon to hope that you are of that number who. are 
- redeemed from deſtruction, and who in the end 
ſhall be and reign with Chriſt for ever. But if on 
the other hand your judgment approves what your 
hearts do not fee) ; if you are hearers of the word 
only, and not doers; if you can talk of Chriſt, and 
join with the world; if you can be content with a 
profeſſion of the truths of God, whilſt neither your 


experience nor practice is influenced by them, trem- 


ble; oh, tremble for yourſelves, you are deceiving 
your own fouls. Fear, Brethren, leſt in a future 
day, when many ſhall come from the eaſt and from 
the weſt, and ſhall fit down with Abraham, Iſaac, 

and Jacob in the kingdom (many of thoſe to whom 
vou are inſtrumental perhaps in ſending the Goſ- 

pel), fear, I ſay, leſt yourſelves ſhould be ſhut out. 

I am not accuſtomed to addreſs ſo large a con- 
gregation. Would, to God, that I _ ay ſome- 

thing for your benefit. Your characters are not 
known to me; but God knows your hearts. Suffer 
then a ſtranger to ſay to you, that there is a period 
quickly approaching, when the truths which you 
have been hearing on this occaſion, will be proved 
of infinite importance; when you will be either 
happy or miſerable, and that for ever, in conſe- 
- quence of your receiving Chriſt crucified, or reje&, 
ing him; for if ye believe not in him, ye ſhall periſh. 
in your fins. | 

Let each one then enquire, as in the fight of 
God, what do I know of Chriſt? In what point of 
view do I regard him? Is he valuable in my eſti- 

© „ | | mation 
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mation? Is he the foundation on which I an build- 


ing for eternity? And have I a hope in him full of 


immortality ? | 

Theſe queſtions may not, at preſent, wear an aſpect 
of conſequence with you; you may not now con- 
ſider it of any moment, whether you know and ex- 

erience the things of which we have been ſpeak- _ 
ing; but remember, you muſt die; you muſt ſtand. 
before God's judgment ſeat, and there give an ac- 
count of your hearing, as we Miniſters muſt of our 
preaching ; and, how ſhall you eſcape, if you neg- 
lett ſo great ſalvation ? | Me 
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Goſport, Rev. Mr. Bogue, Sub=  * 
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s of Money to the Treaſurer 


' [Greenock, N. Britain, branch of 
Havant, Rev. P. Good 4 4 - 


cy. 4 
; 1 Rev. Mr. Lambert 134 3s 
o [Huntley and neighbourhood; Aber- 
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ſcriptions 421. 148. 6d.—Col- 
lection 241. 38. 6d. 

Grange, N. Britain, Aztiburgher / 
Society, Sc. 


the London Niſſionary Society 388 0 © 


H. Fi) 6: . Fog 
Hanley-Green, Staffordſhire, Rer. 


Robert Little 


Hawick, N, Britain, Rev. J. Hen - Al 
derſon ' . + +44 | 1 
Heathfield, Rev. Mr. Gilbert 8 
8 and Killellan pariſh, near 
al ' 25 


73.14 


ppb Aſſociation 2 4 & 
ſeriptions 11K 116.— Collection 
9.236306 5 


Kelſo; N. Britain 
|Keith, ditto ' 


Kilmarnock, ditto, Rey, Mr. | 


M'Kinla | 
ce ditto, Rev. Mr. Shirra 42 12 af 
10 © © 


ingfton upon Hull, Rev. R. Green 12 1 


S785 
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1a 316 


pſwich, Rev. C. Atkinſon, Sub- Hes 
49 4 3 
63 15 2 5 
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76. . 4 lr or TH eren 
5 75 3 2 4 4 s 6 d. 

Kite v. Mr. Whittridge £ 5 © 

Lanark, N. Britain, Rev. A. b FP. 

Harper 1 een Miſſionary Society 200 © 0 
Lancaiter, Rev. Mr. Charrier 10 10 © Perth, Rev. A. Pringle 100 FI © 
Liddiſdale, N. Britain, Aſſociate | Pickering, Yorkſhire 9 16 6 

. Congregation .. „6 10 0 Plymouth, Rev. H. Mends It It © 

Le xp bx, Ge- I {Plymouth Dock, Tabernacle there 22 11 8 
s Adelphi Chapel 13 15 © Portſea, Rev. Mr. Griffin 38 

Rev. O. Bennett's Congregation 6, o © |Pwlhely, Rev. B. Jones 1 14 6 

Bow Lane, Rev, Mr. Jerment 12 3 5 | 

Colliery Rent, Southwatk / 44% of Rx 7 

Greenwich Tabernacle 46 © 6 Ramſgate, Rev. Mr. Tounſenck 17 8 9 

Kenſington, Rev. Dr. Lake 8 8 © Reading, Berks, Rev. A. Douglas 17 7 ©' 

Kingſland Chapel ; 17 14 3 Rodborough, Rev. Rob. Heath $ x, 

Miles Lane Meeting, Rev. My W l Royfton, Rev. F. N h 10 6 o 
Eaſton 16 19 © [Romford 6 16 6 

Orange Street Chapel 13 It © | 

Stepne Rev. Mr. Fords 6 3 17 n | 

Zion Chapel Knee e Je dnbu, Rev. Air. Adams” 22 2 

Scarborough, Rev. S. Bottomley, 

N. B. The Contributions in London and its Subſcriptions 31. 18s. 6d.— 
neighbourhood bave, as former/yy been received) Small Donations 21. 128. 6d. 11 11 © 
chiefly in the form of ſubſcriptions, Shrewſbury - 2. 

: 5 : [Sheerneſs, Rev. Mr. Fowler 16 9 © 

A M. Southampton, Rev. Mr. Kingſbury, * 
e Rev? W. RGAb ) 20% 0 Subſcriptions and ſmall donations 2 
Macclesfield RN. -Mr. Simpſon. 6 6 . Fol. $8;—ColleQion 111. 168. 2d. 62 4 7 

'- Mamock) N. Britain 49 7 0 o Stirling, N. Britain, Aſſociate e 
8 i I , Congregation 10 0 
nn 8 3 0 Sunderland and Neighbourhood 46 2 3+ 
43 #41 ITS 6, e Dan, Rev. Mr. kes . ©. © 
0 © vos N. . Is E . \ 6 * ö Kg? 
- Newcaſtle upon "Tyne: Rev. Wa. - . 

Davidſon 23 19 0 BME Rev. Ilias, Toser WE 15. & 

Newport Pagacl/Rev./Mr; Grrat--- volt Tunbridge, Rev. J. Griffin 6 17 2 
© heed” | 10 10 

Neuburg. Necks  . i ee + * W. 

Ninians, SterN. Britain, Rev. N 4 Walſton, N. Britain, Rev. Mr, c: by 

© Mr. Cxoſs 36 Molle ſon „ „ 0 

Nottingham, ee „ 36 %% 9 li archam, Rev. B. Crackneli 815 6 

F ente lTH; ben, Sbropſhire, Rev. P. Edwards 10 10 © 

8 0. Wight. Ile of, Rev. I. Potticary 30 4 © 

Dindy and Weſton, Bucky Rev... IWoodbridge, Rev. Mr. Lowell, Col. 

Mr. Hora es a 0. 10 0 lection 9l. enen an 
Olney, Rev. Mr. Hillyard, Sub- ie J Sl. 8s. "4480 0 

ſcriptions 31. 138, bd.—Small | {Worceſter, Rev. 6: *Olborn 22 16 * 

Donations 3l- bj, 16d. 7 © © Woburn, Bedfordſhire 99 © 

6G >. 3 VV © | | Is” 5 
| — * oP > 3 . . ny — N | 
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bella the Sums flated in the Lif of the Congregations; the idly 
being extracted for the Purpoſe 1 ſewing the Aggregate Amoi 
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5 „* Some of the Names were ſo PRs" written * 40 th 
fare legible; Jhould, therefore, any Incorretineſs be:accafione 
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this Coro, it'is , that the ee, mey 6. 


1 #herenf.. nd 1; off 
| : wy 1 ˖⁊2ͥ„6 Me EY 17 . 7 
5 E . 1 
ee 3 THT ns” 127 
2 1 Brought forward > 47 14 ; ; 
Aeg. Mr. King- rect, AIArmſtrong, Mr. by Mr. Ent F F 
| ows Fields, 2, years, 2 2 © |Armſtrong, Mr. Iſlington, 1 7 
AT Mr. EK. Olney o 10 6. Armagh, Ireland, ſundry. contri- Ps F- 
- Adderly, Mr. Stoke Newington' 2 2 © | butions there, Rev. G. Hamilton, 17 - 2 
Agace, we: Clapton 40 22 1 Arrowſmith, Mr. Charles: ft. Soho * 0 
| . Broad -ſtreet, Rat- * Arthur, Mr. Southampton e ſ. » 
.— cliffe; for. 2 years ; 2 2 © [|Arrowſmith, Mr. Newport Pagnel 1 1 8 
Akid, Mr. W. Sheernefs ' s 1 © Aſhby, Mr. C. by Mr, Foyſter 1 £ © 
Alderfay Mr. Hington , +830 Atkinſon, Rev. C. Ipſwick . XP 8 
L. Mir. Kl N 1 t 9 Atwood, Mr. by Det Haweis . . 1 1 8 
| oe oi Miſs, Woburd oy 3 3 © Atley, Rev. H. Romford _. * 2 0 
Allers, Mr. 7, Fenchurch-ſtreet 2 2 '© Ayſcough, Mr. 1, Cripplegate 1 1 
Alcot, Mr. Southampton- place, HKArkinſon, Mr, N Tis ae" 2 
Tottenham- cou t-rodd | 1 ©f natle | ao 225 'S - 
| Althens, Mr. A. Little AV life lt. 1 1 4 | 8 Wr bob - 
44 Allen, Mrs. M. Bethnal 'Green © © 0 6 Bainbridge, Mr. 7. Lamb's Gan fiat b 
Allday, Mr. J. Catiiſle- ſtr. Scho e 2 © | duit-ftret 5 4 * 0 
Amſden, Mr. Wood:iifeer” 1 1 © [Barnes, Mrs, Minories 3 1. . 
"Andrews, Mr. 30, Henry. ſtreet,” I JBates, Mr. ditto 3 $ þ 
© Old-ftreet 2 2 © |Baſſington, Mr. Hoxton- field 4 11 © 
* nderſon, Mr. LS Sloanecfquare 1 1 '© [Barneſtaple, Collection pos dr os 
ndover, Congregati ton there, Rev. NN | Seaward 4 "Ix 3 6 
Mr. Eiſdefy 15 © © Barton, Mr. Swallow-ftrett, | ff : uh 1 8 
Ai fold; Mr. B. 2, Wilſon-ftreet, | Baſſains, Mr. Rull! % 
\_  Moorfields, 2 Bailey, MF. 272, Holborn oh. Th "WEE ITO. 
; Ik, Rey, Nr. lte Homoo-ſqu. | Bateman, Mak: Devonſhire: ert e 1 U * 
<) . bag N 
\ 99 6 
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©: . CONTRIBUTORS 8 mY en, weir, 


N N 4. d. C. Ho 4, 
2 Brought OY „ ro el 197 9 ©. 
Baekler, Mr. Apothecaries Hall Ft 1 © [Bowden, Mr. w ago 2 K 
„Barter, Mrs. Homerton 1 1 © Boyde, Mr J. ditto | o 10 6 
Bare” Mr. Martin, Worceſter 8 5 Bowley, Mr. 180, UNE 1 
fl niſter, Mr. Goſport. 0 10 Boaſe, Mr. Pall Mall 11 03 
Bayley, Rev. eee Congregation, | AIBowſer, Mr. Farl-ſt. Blackfriars 1 T © 
Clavering, ba 5 8 o [Bogue, Rev. David, Goſport 2 2 0 
N His . Wende 2 2 © |Bolton, Mrs. Carliſle-ſt. Soho-ſqu.. 1 1 0 
"bs Rev. — * 2 2 © |Boggis, Mr. 4, Preſcott ſtreet 8 5 © 
low, wad Roger, Romford © 10 6 [Boyden, Mr, Joſh. Chatham 1 1 05 
Band, Mr, Southampton 1 1 1 © |Bottomley, Rev. S. Scarborough 111 0 
Ballance, Miſs, Homertoen 1 1 6 Bramah, Mr. ], Piccadilly. ' 1 
Babington, Mr. Chatham T 1 © Brent, Miſs, St. John's Court, ER. 
Banger, Mr. Joſiah, Hackney 5 5 © | Bermondley 1 1 
Baker, rag? Pinners-Court 'T 1 © Browning, Mr. Willow Walk z 1 
| Bacon, Mr. T. Blockley, Worceftf. 1 1 © Broyden, Mr. 10, Wittam's Build- HR 
Bennett, Mr: Mitchell-f.Old-ftr, 1 1 © ings, Old-ftreet 2 2 
| Bee, Mr. got Frederick-place o 10 6 {[Brillatt, Mr. G. Aldermanbury 88 
Beaufoy, Mr. Town Sutton, - Broxup, Mr. Fenchurch-ſtreet 1 
Kent 1 1 © Briggs, Mr. J. Hull 6 1 1 
Belgrave, Mr. T. Cambden Town - 7 1- © |Bracey, Ms. Biſhopſgate - ſtreet 45 
Berry, Mr, 22, Featherſtone-ſtr. 1 1 © Bradley, Mr, Whitchorſe-Yard, 
by, "Beaumont, Mr. 45» Beech-ftreet 1 1 0 Drury- lane 6 
_ Beaſley, Mrs. Lamb's Conduit-ſtr. 5 0 © Breymer, Mrs, Dacres-ft. Weſtm, S 
Bentley, Mrs. Suſan, Chelſea 5 5 o Brown, Mr, T. Chick-lane | 
- Becket, Mr. Barbican 1 1 © Broun, Mr. 21, Pudding-lane 


Bennett, Rev. O. and congregation, Bramwell, Mrs. Hackney 
London 


WB „ 
MN O44 mo 


® 
0 
0 
- 
© 
0 
0 
0 
” 
© 
0 
; 6 Oo o Brockleſby, Mr. 4, Frith-ſt. Soho — 
Bernard, Mr. T. Southampton T 1 o [Bramwell, Mr. Greek ſt. Soho © 
Bell, Mrs. 3, Hoxton-fields 1 1 © [Brown, Mr. W. H. 8, Proſpect- ; 0 
Derridge, Mr. Rider- co. Leiceſter- | | place, St, George's Fields 7 1 © \ 
fields I T1 0 Braidwood, Mr. Hackney ., - .1 2 © 
* „Mr. J. Newbury - '1 1 © Bradbury, Rev. Mr. L 1 
— oh Mr. 27, White WIN. Brownſon, Mr. R. Kingſtan e 
Iclington 2 2 Brice, Mrs, A eBaren.c | 8 
ilby, Mr. G. Sca | o 10 6 [Brice, Miſs, ditto * _ e 
eaument, Mr. Rd. Hul! o 10 6 Brock, Mr. W. Chatham 13 :0 
Bigger, Mr. Alderſgate- ſtreet 11 © Brooks, Mr. B. at Adelphi Chapel 1 1 o 
Bicknell, Mr. 31, 8 1 1 © [Brooks, Mr. ]. Charlotte ſtreet, 8 
Bilger, Mr. New-ſtreet 1 Bed ford- ſquare 1 
Biggerſtaff, Mr. Iſlington 1 1 © }Brookſbank, Rev, Mr. Hoxton-fields 1 1 © 
Binns,- Mr. Threadneedle-ſtreet 10 © o Brom, Mr. Greenwich Tabernacle o 10 6 
Birney, Mr. r I 1 © Buſby, Mr. J. Bouthel, Cumberld. 1 1 © 
Biddulph, Mrs. by Haweis I IT © Bungay, Collection at, for 1797» | 2 
Bickley, Mr. Berner-ftrect ' I 1 0 | Rev. S. Prentice 7 18 : 
Binks, Mr. C. 26, Eins ftrect, | , For 1708, ditto . 22 14 
Covent Garden 5 5 o |Burkitt, Mr. M. Coleman-ſtreet 1 2 0 
. Binks, Mr. C. Durlam © 10 6 [Burchett, Mrs. by Mr. Reynen 1 1 © 
Binks, Mr. S. Durham I 1 0 Buck, Mr. W Buty St. Edmunde 1 1 0 
- Biſhop, Mr. Greenwich Tabernacle 1 1 ©- Buxton, Mr. G. , Colcheſter | 2: 3.0 
Biſhop, Mr. E. Sheerneſs 1 2. © Burn, Mrs. B. Hull „ 0 
Biſhops, Mrs. A. ditto 0 10 6 Buttery, Mr. P. ditto a e 
Birch, Mr. 199, Holborn 1 1 © Burnett, M. I. ditto - 1 1.0 
Bitterman, Mr. Greenwich Taber. 1 1 © [Burkett, Mr. Poultry / 1 2.0 
Bietchley, Mr. 19, Penton-ſtreet, Butcher, Mr. ſen. 18, Spa Fields 8-3-0 
Pentonville 1 1 © Butcher, Mr. jun- ditto - 1 1 0 
Bliſs, Mr. 88, Weſt-Smithfield r 1 © [Bunnell, Mr. Z., Henrietta-ſtreet 2 2 
Blackmore, Mrs. Tabernacle Row I x © Burnett, Mr. Henry, Goſport 2 2 
Blades, Mr. Piccadilly 2 2 0 Bull, Rev. S. and con 85 
Blades, Mrs. ditto 2 2 © | Baſſingborne 830 © 
Blomfield, Mr. Henry, Ardleigh 0.196 [Burges, Mr. J. Min Ha- „ 
Blomfield, Mr. H. jun. Dedham o 10 6 nover- ſquare W 0 i 
II Row J. Berwick on Tweed 1 1 o Burton, Mr. ne. | 
. . Towers 1 0 | Lambeth 1 10% 
3 — | A 20m 
497 9 9 | * 
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T | cer prog do var MISSIONARY —Y 
—_ ' Brought forward £ oy MPG a & 4 
8 « It; t 379 2 | 
n Barbank, Mr. Frances-ſtreet, * 9 5 | Cook, Mrs Warren-ftreet > 1 * A 
TLoottenham ; court - road 1 1 © | Cook, Mr. I. Berkley-ſqu. Briſtol 2 3 i 
Buck, Rev. Mr. Hackney 1 1 © |Cooky Mr. H. Lovell's-court, . 4-3 ik 

- Burridge, Mr. G. Hoxton-fields 1 x © | Paternoſter Row 2/44 1 

Bull, Rev. W. Newport Pagnel 1 1 © Cock, Mrs. M. A Shadwell 1 * *18 
Bull, Rev. T. ditto 1 x © Cochran, Mr. W. late of Broadzz. 
Teng, Mr. Jof. R. Poole, Dorſet 4. 0-0 ſtreet, St. James, a legacy 10l. „ 
Bunnell, . Bedford-fireet - 2 2 © | deduct ſtamp 58. zd. 9 14 2 

Byfield, Mr. Charing-croſs 1 1 © |Covell, Mr. racechurcheftreat, Th Bows 
N G's | 1 2 years ; , . 

5 | 9 i 0" | Cole, Mr. Homerton- row, 4 yrs. 10 10 ©” 

N Mr. Black man- ſtreet 5 Collier, Mr. Long-lane, Southwk. 1 1 94 
2 years | 4 4 © Colcheſter, collected at the Inde- * $91t® 4. 
Campbell. Rev. Mr. Stirling I 1 - © | pendent meetipg there - 1:4 #49 
Carter, Mr. Royal Exchange 1 1 © Cole, Mr. Princes-ſtr, Drury-la, 1 1 ® 
Carey, Mr. Woburn | 8 Colebrook, Mr. J. Iſungton 719. 1 a 
Carſon, Mr. S. Armagh 1 1 © Copeland, Mr. Devonthire-ftreet - 1 1 0 
Carſon, Mr. Neh. ditto T 1 o |Cope, Mr. Upper Thames-ſtreet ' 1.1.09 — 

Cartier, Mr. Honey-lane Market 2 2 Cole, Mr. T. | Ipſwich | 3: S..:.8; 
b Cardale, Mr. W. Bedford Row 1 0 Cole, Mr. R. ditto 1 1 

Carruthers, Mr. Cheapſide 5 5 © |Conder, Mr. J. ditto _ 11 8 
Capel, Mr. Royal Exchange i 1 © |Corney, Mr. Broad- ſtreet, cn Sl 
Caw, Mr, W. Sheerneſs, by Mr. | Market 1 „ 
Fowler 2 2 © Cooper, Mr. Greay deere 1 1% 

_ Campigne, Mrs. Pentonville 10, © 0 Corbett, Mrs. by Mr. Neale 4 2 
Carrington, Mr. Mile End 2 2 © Connell, Mr. J. Goſport t., x , 
Campbell, Mr. Mary bone - ſtreet, | Compton, Mr, IJ. Wareham 1 1 0 

Golden - ſquare 2 2 © |Conqueſt, Mr. G. Rocheſter 1 1.0” 

Charrier, Rev. P. 8. Lancaſter * | Cook, Mr. Randle, Oſweſtry. 0 10 6 

| 2 years 2 2 | © | Courtier, Mr. Newportſireet 2 2 
Chatteris Mr, Lanier reer 1 1 » |Covell, Mrs, Walworth 1 1 7 
Chadwick, Mr. J. Gun Dock, Cope „Mr. Hoxton Academy o 10 6 

Wapping, 2 years 2 2 o Cordell, Mr. Hare-ſtreets Beth iN get 
Chapman, Mr. 151, Fleet-ftreet 2 2 O pal Grein TPO, & / 
Chambers, Mr. 67, Bunhill-ro-- o 10 6 Compton, Mr. J. Newbury e 
Chriſtie, Mrs. by Mr. Wilks x 1 © Compton, Miſs, ditto 0 10 6 
Chambers, Dr. J. Sheerneſs 1 1 © Cowie, Mr, ]. Falcon-ſquare 1 1 8 

Champion, Mr. |. Graveſend I 1 © | Cornwall, Mr. F. Scarborough d 10 6 

*Chiſman, Miſs, Wareham 1 'x © | Crellin, Mr. Sheernels, 2 years 2 2 7 
Chiſman, Mr. ditto 0.10 6 [Cream, Mrs. r 0 10 6 
Chaters, Mrs. Charles- freet, r Crawford, Mr. T. by the Rev. . 

Long Acre I 1 © | Davidſon "I 0 
* Churchyard, Mr. H. Pentonville 1 1 © |Cracknell, Rev. B. Warebam 1 0 
Clapham, Mr. Leeds 8 2 2 © Croft, Mr. Hermitage rope - walk at-. 

Claridge, Mr. Towceſter, 2 years 2 2 © Crole, Rey. Mr. Iſlingten 1 1 
Clark, Mrs. Clapton, 2 years 1 1 © |Crathern, Mr. W. Dedham n 
Clarke, Mr. by Rev. Mr. Bic- 0 Crook, Mrs. Fleet- market 0 10 65 
_ kerdike 1 2 © Curling, Mr. R. Torrington-ſtreet, 

Clout, Mr, Joſ. and Mrs, Mar. a : Ratcliffe; z years : 2 2 0 
Marden, Kent 2 2 0 Mr. 9 FF 

Clark, Mr, High-ſtrzet, Borough 2 2 © 155 „ 

Cleaver, Mr. B. Newport, Eſſen 1 1 © D. . 8 
Cleaver, Mrs. F. ditto „ 1 e Mr. by Mr. Re er 1 1 0 
Clark, Mrs. my Chapel © 10 6 Davidſon, Mr. by Rev. N 
Clapham, Mr. J. Leeds 2 2 © | Bickerdike 8 
Clement, Mr Woareham 1 1 © Davies, Mr. Shoreditch 1 1 0 
Clark, Mr. 15, Prick-lans' © to 6 Davies, Mrs. Cheſham 43, „ 
Clements, Mr. Chatham 1 1 O Day, Mr. 27, Holywell- row 0 to 6 
Clarke, Mr. J. Olney 0 6 Davenport, Mr. Surrey Chapel 1 1 © 
Clark, Mr, by Mr. Wanner 0 10 6 |Darval, Mr. J. Southampton - 5 0 
Clark, Mr. 1. Woolwich 1 1 oO Davies, Mrs. Kentiſh Town + 11 1 © 
Coade, Miſs, Clapham 2 2 ' © |Davies, Mr. $. Drayton Ws 5 
" _ — N 25. 2 2 © Davidſon, Mr. Henry, Woolwich. A 15 0 : 
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ines N 4 4. d. 0 Ber: £. 3. . 
1 5 5 e * rd 1 15 9] . „ 
Daintry, Afr. 1 1. 8 8. Mace esfielgd, '-|Efkridge, Mr. T. Lancaſter, 2 yrs: 2 2 0 
©; Years 3 It o Eſtridge, Mr. William-ſftreet - 1 0 
arley Mrs, 3 1 1 © Etheridge, Mr. Hoxton- ſquare 2 2 „ 
Ne. E. Briſtol | 2 2 0 }Evered, Mr. Church-lane, Spit . 
ayer, Mr. Little Britain 0 Fields | „ IL 0- 
| Devizes, Colzection at, Rev. Mr. IEiſon, Mr. H. Hull 1 1 
Sloper 23 2 2 Evans, Mr. J. Goſport 1358 • 
Dent) Mrs. Bethnal Green WA 0 10 6 Eveleigh, Mr, Hackney | + r 
Dickſon, Mr. 6; Church- ſtreet, | Evans, Rev. W. Gland wur 1% 
Spftal Fields 1 1 o Ewing, Rev. Greville, a fifth ſhare a - 
Dickſon, Mrs. ditto / 11 00 of the fiſt year's profits on the 
cker, Mrs. W. Newbury + t 1 0 Miſſionary Magazine 43 6 4 
Dicker Mrs. I GU „„ 1 0 dd. Rev. Mr. Is Homerton-row 3: Þ - 
cker, Meſſ. W. and T. dito 1 r © 2 
Dixon, Mr. 203, Alderſgate-ſtreet 1 19 F. | 1 
Downer, {Miſs, Biſhoplgate- free 1 1 0 Farther, Mr. J. Lesther-Ians, * 2. 
Doroford, Me. Philpot-lane 2 2 0 Holborn, 2 years - 2 2 0 
N A, by Mr. Storr, 11 © Faber, Mr. White Lion-ſtreet, | 1 © 
| by Mr. Patrick T- 1. © | [Goodman's Fields mT 5 10 
Ber, Mr Roſemary lane x 1 Faden, Mr. corner of St. Mar- N 
8 Mr. . Hull 1 1 © tin's Lane "$43 9: 
Douglas, Miſe, Clerkenwell-green -o 10 6 | Farquharſon, Mr. Iman, „ 
Douglas, Miſs Jane, ditto 0.10 6 [Fallowfield, Mr. Scotland-vared 3 10 
Dbbie, Mr. Crane-cb. Fleet-ſtr. 1 1 „ Farley, Mr. Goſport 1 1% 
Dod, Mr. Charles, Goſport 1 1 * 0+] Ferguſon, Mr. Chamberrſtreet, Ce Tg Lo 
Douglas," Rev. Mr. Reading 1 T % - Goodmans fields r 
Douglas, Rev. Mr. Chelmsford 1 1 o Fearn, Mr. ahm Hull l 1 1 6 
Dolben, Mr, Adelphi Chapel - 1 1 © Ferris, Meſf. and Co. 555 bau. F- AS 
 Podds; Mr. War Office (35. $404, ent- lane 44 % 
Done, Miſs Sarah, by Mr. Love 5 0 O Ferris, Mr, C. 4, A | F545 © 
2 „Mr. Piazza, ee © + | Field, Mr. John, Hackney 4 + 
92 In: gs. 2 2 © | Filling, Mr. Shadwell 4 1 
Draper, "Mr. -Modrfields ©. 1 1 o Figures, Mr. B. Worceſter 41 1 „ 
Popcht, Mr. Alderſgate-ftreet 1 1 0-] Flindell; Mrz.W.. Ipſwich I. 1 0 
Durant, Mr. 4, Spital-fquare 5 5 Foſter, Rev. Mr. Wilderneſs-ro w I 1 0 
Punkin,” Mr. J. Charlotte row, Ford, Mrs. Charles-ſtreet 2 2 © - 
©Bermondſey ©*/ 2 2 Fordham, Mr. E. K. Royſton 11 0 
Duthie 2 Bree Melt Drury. la. 1 1 © |Fcox, Mr. Greenwich Tabernacle 2 2 © 
Dung, Rev. J. Maryport t ©} Forreſter, Mr. 9, Sound- were, CS 
Durie* Mr. Gravel-lane, Borough x 1 0 | Minories x 1 9 
Dunn, Mr. W. of the Bank, . | Foyſter, Mr.'S. |Tottenham-fireet 10 10 0 
Mr. Towers 1 x 0 Friend, by Met, en ART e 
Dundee Miſſionary Society, by Rev. $7 51 Ditto, by dito ; 4-4-4 
© Mr. Colquhoun 100 © © Friends, by ditto 15 6 
Pn oh Greenwich Taberna. 3 2 Friend, y Mr. Lees 58 10 6 
rin Ditto, by the Rev. Mr. Buck 1 3:4 
. Ditto, by Mr. Johnſ oa 
| Eaton, 1 New Mr. Red Lion- tr Ditto, by Rev. Mr. Nicol x © 0 
Red Ijon-ſquare | x 1 © Ditto, by Mr, Pee ; n 
ſton, Rev. Mr. of Miles-lage, - +. ]Ditts, by Mr. Towle t 1 
Cannon ſtreet, 2 years 2 2 © [Friends, by ditio | 48 7 SID 
1 25 Mr. Cheſham* 1 1 © Friend of the Miſſionary work, 7 . 
Fast, Mr. W. Me 4 1 1 0 Glaſgow + 50 00 0 
Exoadlc Mr. Rd  Lyncaſery i Ditto, ditto, Edinburgh 93 
2 Yeats 2 2 © Ditto, diito, by Mr. Camphell 14 
Hand, Mr. Gwynn's Buildings I 1 © |Friend to the cauſe, at Newby 1 1 60 
Fil Mr. 2 Spa Fields 1 1 0 [Hitto, in Newfoundland, by Mr, 6 I 
Herton; Mr. G. jun. Guildford- | Pearce eee 
> ſtreet, Borough 1 1 0 Ditto, by Mr. Eyre i f ow 6 
Ellis, Mr. John, Addphi Chapel. 1 1 0 Ditto, by Mr. Grant ' a 85. 0 
Ely} Mr. Dedbam 1 1 0 Ditto, by Mr. Wilks/ z N 
— e I: 4 —— by Rep 104 3 3 
mins, Mr, W. Pour 1 1 » [Ditto ey. Mr. r 3d We 3 ha 
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Brought 2 0 ic 71. 22 2 — 1070 + 
Elend to the Cate, by Rev. Mr, G Me 1 Arman 0 
Taylor 1 1 0 Gold, Mr. Fuller-{&. Bethnal Green 
Ditto, by Mr. J. Townſend ©.10...6 |Goode, Rev. Mr. Iſlington f 
Ditto, by ditto 2 2 0 Golding, Mr, Baokfide .. | * 
Ditto, by Mary Kemp 1 1 © |Golding, Mr. T. ditto 29 5 
Ditto, by Mr. Neale I. 1 o Golling, Mr. Shacklewell | 5 ME 
Ditto, by ditto 1 1 © |Goſnell,, Mr. 8, Little Queen - 3s. I: hs -: 
Ditto, by Mr. Bogue - © 10 6 |Goodeve, Mr. 3 22. 2 n 
Friend unknown : 0.10 6 Goodeve, Mr. . ditto... E 
Friend, by Mr. Minchia $- 5 o Gordon, -Mr. ditto 7 520-0 S 
Ditto, at Surrey Chapel _ 1 1 © | Goſport, collection there, Rey, 611 5153s 8 39 
Ditto, ditto „ 0.10 6 oF Mr. Bogue iS 
Ditto, by Rev. J. Knight o 10 6 Godfrey, Mr. H. IHlington 4 
Ditto, by Mr. 1 10 0 0 Gough, Mrs. Camberwell green | By * * : 
Ditto,” by Rev. Mr. Fowler 1 1 © | Golding, Rev, T. Cross 1 
Friends, at Grimſby 1 1 © | Gribble,, Mr. Walworth Common 22,0 ' 
Friend to the cauſe of Chriſt, at _ +... ]Griffiths,, Mis... Bedhampton 2 MR | 
| _ Trowbridge 3 0 0 | Grange, North Britain, Society in Nur 
Ditto, in Kent 5 0 ©} the Antiburgher een 5 ra LEO 
Ditto to the Miſfionary Society, by e 000 there, and other ſrie e 5 
Mr. Burder 50 © 0 Graham, Mr. R. Oxf ER. L 
Friend, by Mr. Hooper © 10 6 Griffin, Mr. Chrapiton be 966 $ | 
Ditto, at Southampton 1 © © Graves, Mr. J. by Mr. Reyner No BF, 1 
French, Mr. New Bond- ſtreet 1 1 8 Griffith, Mr. Houndſditch 1 1 8 
Froſt, Mr. Great Portland ſtr. 2 yrs- 2 2 © | Groome, Mr. 3, Bread-trect, , | „ ant 
Francis, Mr. 161, Shoreditch 1.1 1 28 ' Bloomſbury . 4s 725 
Fullinge, Mr. Tottenham-ftreet - © 10 6 Greaves, Mr. 129, Martio's-lane 1 1. 8 
Fuller, Mr, ſen. Sheerneſs 0 10 6 ] Greenock branch oi the London Miſ- * 
Fuller, Mr. Wormwood-ſtreet 1 1 60 ſionary Society, inveſted, in thke IN * 
Fuller, Mr. B. Newbury 1 2 0] + Greenock Bank, payable, on e 
" mand, and bearing intr, 4 per et e 1 
| . * £3838 0 0+, ,... cool 
Cailier & Bagnall, Meſſ. Great Gregory, Mr. Hoxton-helds 7% Of BO 
| Tower-ftreet 2 2-0 | Griffin, Mrs. Hackaey 2304'1,..3..S-- 
Gabriel, Mr. ſen. 32, Binner's-ſts 1 1 © | Griffin, Rev, Mr. "od ne, Ponca 5 & 07 
Garwand. Mr. 50, Manſell-ftreet, Greatheed, Mrs. Newport coupe). 5 5 ©. 
Goodman's Fields 2 2 © | Grogock, . T3 W e 9.5 
Seale, Mr. Henry- ſt. Pentonville 1 1 © | Newport-ftreet. ye th 7 | 
George, Mr. Tyler-ſtreet 1 1 Green, Mr. W. eee e 
A Gentleman, by Mr. Pinder 0. 40: 6 | Grey, Mr. A, by the Rev. Mr. * . % 
Gill, Mrs. Hackney © 10 6 | Griffiths, Rev. J. Glander .. 3} 1.9 
Gibbs, Mr. North-itr. Moorfieſds 1 1 0 Griffiths, Mr. Roger, ditto | T4 x0 
Gibſon, Mrs. Great Preſcott-ſtrert o 10 6 | Graham, Mr. W. Newbury „ 
Gibſon, Mr. J. Sligo 1212 0 rener Mr. Greenwich Labem. 10 10 © -.. 
Gilder, Mr. J. Hull f 30 0 Tar: pr y 
Gimber, Mr. "of this Admiralty .' 12 1 6 | AY wb AIG 
Gibſon, Mr. I Hatfield-ftreet . 0 10 6 H. Mrs. E, Hull 1 4 
Gibſon, Mr W. ſen. Goſport 1 1 H. C. B. , „ 2 870 3 
Gill, Rev. Mr. Market Harbro 1 x 0.) Hawkes, Mr, N - Piccadilly 10 10.09 
Gilbert, Rev. Mr. and congregation ,.- | Halljer, Mr. Long 3 11 
at Heathfield 5 1 6 Hadwen, Mr. W. Lancaſter, 2 yrs. .. 2 2 
Gilleſpy. Mrs. Wellcloſe ee, 1 1 „ | Harris, Miſe M. Deptford. - 1 + £8 
Gilleſpy, Mr. gicto . t o Harris, Miſg L. ditto „ 1+ Os 
Gittins, Mr. J Salop 1 1 0 |Rawick, N. ritain, callectionthere, RPE 
Giles, Mr, ater-la. Tower-ſftr;- . 2 8 Rev. ]. Hendei ſon 40% 
„ Mr. by Mr. Sbrubſole 1 1 0 Harvey, Mr. M. B. Witham 1 Tug, 4 
Glandwr, Pembrokeſh. collection at 5 16 0 | Havant, colleQtionat, Rev, 1 P. Good. 8 5.70 ; 
Glaſgow branch of the London Hamilton, Rev. G. Armagh . 
Miſſionary Society, by Mr, K lauxwell, Mr. W. Hull 4 14 5 
M*Kenzie_ 109 10 6 | Ha}, Mr, T. ditto F 
Gordon, Mr. Peter, Iſlington 5 5 Hall, Mrs. Milcah, Bun, 1 $f 
Goode, Kev. Mr. Blackfriars 1 1 Hal, Mr. 7, eee 4 4 d 
Eougers Mr, e 2 2 © Hall, Mrs. ditto V7 7 LE... "8 
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Harper, Mr. ſeruſalem , z xz © |Hogg, Rev. Mr. Thrapſton, Norths. g 
Harper, Mrs. ditto 1 © |  amptonſhire | 0 
Hall, Mr. H. Manor-pl, Walworth | « x © |Howell, Mr. J. Lambeth 25 
Hadden, Mr. 15, Garden-row, | Holley, Mr. Wellcloſe-ſquare 2 2 © 
Old-ftreet js bg. | Hobley, Mr. Adelphi Chapel „% 
Hall, Mr. 30, Noble-ftreet 1 1 © | Holland, Mr. T. ditto 1 1 0 
Haweis, Mrs. 5 © ©'| Hogg, Mrs. by Mr. Pinder 10 0 
1 Mr. T. Goſport 1 1 0 Hodgkinſon, E. Wr 5 | 
Hayter, Mrs. ditto 1 1 o | Surrey-Road | 2 2 
Harris, Rev. Mr. and K Et Hodſon, Miſs, Homerton ; 3: $-V 
- Fordham 6 5 2 |Hodſon, Mr. G. Pentonville 010 6. 
Hadwen, Mr. J. Tower- ſtreet 1 1 o Hornſey, Mr. J. Red H . 
Hammond, Mr, Whitechapel I 1 0 | Wapping | o 10 6 
Hale, Mr. Wood-ftr. Spital-fields 1 1 O Hopper, Mary, Scarborough 1 8 
Hanſon, Mr. Clapton 4 0 © | Hooper, Mr. Greenwich Tabern. 5 0 © 
Hadwin, Mr. Pitfield-ſtr. Hoxton o 10 6 Holehouſe, Mr, C. Union-ſtreet, ; | 
Hallet, Mr. 92, Whitechapel Road 1 1 0 | Borough 2$''D 0. 
Hardcaftle, Mr. Joſeph 21 © © {Huntly, "Aberdeenſhire, aſſociated £4 
"Handſcomb, Mr. — rt Pagnel 1 1 © | congregation there 127 $79. 
Harris, Mr. More I I I © Ditto, from a ſociety han, and | 
Hargreave, Mr. Mansfield-place, | friends in the town and neigh- 4 
Kentiſh- ion t 1 © | bourhood 1 
Hall, Mr. Temple Mills, Hackney x 1 o Humphreys, Mr. W. Hammerſmith "x 1 © 
Haſtie, Mr. Great Portland-firect 1 1 Hubert, Mr. St. Ann's-ſtr. Weſtm. 1 . 
- Hair, Mr. Long Acre 0 16 © | Hughes, Mr. T. Uik, Monmouthſh, 5 5 © 
Harriſon, Mr. J. Malton © 10 6 | Humphries, Mr. near the chapel, 
Hardwell, Mr. Greenwich Taberga. 1 1 © | Tottenham-court-road 0 10 6 
Hearne, Mr. Hoxton-ſquare 1 1 © | Hundlebee, Mr. Crown-ft, Moorfs. 'z 1 "© | 
Heath, Mr. Briftol I _ I © | Hutcham, Mr, Adelphi Chapel ' © 10 6 
Hepburn, M. Long-la. Southwark 2 2 © | Hudſon, Mr. R. Broad-ſti eet, Car- 
Henry, Mr. M. by Rev. Mr. 28 naby- market 11 0 
Brookſbank 2 2 © Hubbuck, Mr. W. Red Lion“ ſtr et, fo 
Heaven, Miſs, by Dr. Haweis, 1 1 o | Wapping 1 0 
Heard, Mr. J: Woodbridge 1 x © Hyſlop, Mr. Caſtle-ftreet, Borough x 1 
Heath, Rev. Mr. R. Rodborough 5 5 © : "He, 
Hebden, Mrs. E. by Mr. Burton x 1 © 'Tand- Þ.* : | 
Heaton, Mr. C. Mluman-frcet 1 1 o l. I. a friend, by Rey, Mr. Cockin x0 © o g 
Hervey, Mr. A. Berner - ſtreet 2 2 o l. C. 0 
Hill, ir. Dean. ſtreet x rt o Jarvis, Mr. J. . 17 
Hitch, Mrs. Prince's-ſqu. Ratcliffe rt x © Old- ſtreet- road 1 1 © 
Hill, Rev. Mr. Rowland 2 2 © lago, Mrs. Launceſton -- N 
By him—names unknown 2 2 O |Jancey, Mr. F | 
Hill, Miſs, 32, Fore-ftreet 2 2 © | Clerkenwell ' 3:70 
Hinman, Mr. Leadenhall-market 1 x „ | Jack, Mr. Martin's-lane 0 
Houſton and Killellan pariſh, near Jacques, Mr, Leather-lane 1 r 0 
Paiſley, by Mr. T. Carliſle 47 8 7 Jarrold, Mr. Woodbridge 8 » 

n, Mr. Great St. Helens T 2 © Jacob, Mr. A. Southampton 0 10 6 
Holmes, Mr. I. Newgate - ſtreet 10 © © | Jackſon, Mr. Reading 11 1 0 
Howard, Mr. T. Shoe - lane o 10 6 James, Mrs, Hackney . 
Holt, Mr. J. Whitby 2 2 O James, Mr. Wem 8 20. 
Hough, Mf. 8. 77 Taviſtock- ſtreet, James, Mr. Pontygavel o 10 6 

Bedford-ſquare 1-10 | ſarrold, Mr. Maningtree 11 0 
Holland, Mr. 46, Little Eaſt Cheap 1 1 © Jacobs, Mifs, by Mr. Allday 11 0 ; 
Hobhouſe, Mr. 96, Ngw Bond-ftr.. 1 1 © Jack, Mr, Swajlow-ftr. Meeting 1 
Hoſkins, Mr. T. Goſport 1 1 © Jenkins, Mis, by Rev, Mr. Knight x 1 o 
Hobbs, Rev. Mr. and congregation, Jedbu gh Aſſociation, by Rev. ö 

Colcheſter 47 2 2 | Waugh 4 0 
Holbert, Miſs, Denmark-hill, Jerment, Rey. Mr. and 3 | \- 

. Camberwell | 2 2 © | Society, in Bow-lane Meeting 10 1 0 g 
Hore, Mr. J. afro Jenkins, Mr. City Road 5 
' Throgmorton-ſtceet / 1 1 © © Illingworth, Mr. Frich-ſtr. Soho 2 2 0 
AHobkick, Mr. Hackney 1 1 © Iles, Mr. St. Martin's-court "1 100 
ve, emo 2 2 © |Imery, Mr, Kent-ftreet 110 |, 
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Ind, Mr. E. Cambridge 
Inrian, Mr. Vauxhall, 2 years 
2 Vr. ee 
Pnes, Mr. J. Wilderneſs- ro 
; ohnſon, Mrs. Reading 
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ones, Mr. Staines, Middleſex 
ones, Mr, J. Hull 
ones, Mr. Charlotte-ftreet 
ones, Mr, E. Red-Lion Square 
ones, . Crown-ſtr, Moorkelds . 
ones, Mr. W. Carter-ftreet, 
Brick-lane, 2 yea's 
ohnſon, Mr. King-ſtr. Borough. 
ohnſtone, Mr. 15 Ball-alley, Lom- 
bard- ſtreet ö 


„ 


88 
= F. 
- » 


N 7 
=” Mr, J. Woodbridge. - 1 


5 ohnſon, Mr. „ Lombard-ſtreet, 
Chelſea | o 
Johnſon, Mr. Adelphi Chapel 1 
ordan, Mr. ]. Goſport 2 
pſwich, Collection at, Rer. C. 
Atkinſon | 3 
LIſaac, Mr. J. Witham 1 
lg, * Sheerneſs 0 
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Rev, Mr, Waugh 63 
Keith, N. Britain —a Society there 
principally of the Antiburgher 
congregation, and other friends +I" 
Ker, Mrs. S. Hull 
'Keen, Mrs. Pavement, Moorfs. 
Kemp, Mary, Kingſland- road 
Kent, Mr, Southampton 
Kemp, Mr. Wem 
'Kirkcaldie Aſſociated Congregation | 
there, Rev. Mr. Shirra 
| Kingſton upon Hull—ColleQion at, 
by Rev. Mr. Wilks 12 
' Kingſwood, Collection at, by ditto 14 
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King, Mr. Little Preſcot-ſtreet 1 


Kilmarnock Society, Rev. Mr. 
Mackinlay 
King, Mrs. Colcheſter - 2 
King, Mr. Taylor's Buildings, 

K ingſland-road 1 
- Kincaid, Mr. Tyſon-place, ditto 1 
Kincaid, Mrs. ditto W 
Kingſland Chapel, Collection ae. 

by Mr. Reyner 
King, Mr. I. Sheernefs 
Kingſbury, Mrs. Southa 
. Kitchenor, Mr. T. Bur 
Knight, Rev, Mr. Buys, 
Knight, Miſs, diuvo 
Knight, Mr. Tooley-ſtreet 
Knight, Rev, Mr. Campden Town 
Knight, Mr, J. Henrietta freet 
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Langſton, Mr. Gutter-Ia. Cheapfide 2 


(Lawrance, Mr. Migories - 


Ditto, ditto | 


{Lcto, by ditto 


Lewis, Mr, 


Little Rev. R. Hauley-green, . 
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nt, N. | Bricain, Collegen a 
Rev. A. Harper 

Lambert, Rev. G. Hull 

Lambert, Mr. S. A. ditto 
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Landall, Mr. Little St. Martin 's-la. 
Lawſon, Mr. Sheezneſs - 
Lamb, Mr. S „ Reading 


Lake, Dr. & fend, at Kenſington 
Law, Mr. P. Chelſea 


Lacy, Mr, W. Scarborough 
Lady, A, by Mr. Reyner 
Ditto, at Edinburgh 

Ditto, ditt 
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Ditto, by Rev. Mr. Walker, Dablia 1 
Ditto, by D. Haweis - 

Ditto, by Mr. Bogue 
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Ditto, ty ditto 

Ditto, by Mr. Wincheſter 

Leader, Rev. Mr, Fording Bridge, 
by Mr. Haldane 

Lewis, Mis. Draper's-court 

| Mr. Bryden 

Levett, Mr. W. Hull 4 

Levett, Mr. Norrifon, ditto 

Levett, Mr. R. ditto 

Lee, Mrs. zo, Chiſyell-firect 

Lea, Mr. Old Jewry 

Leggett, Mr. 19, Old Bethlem 

Legg, Mr. Fleet-ſtreet 

Leigh, Mr. Ege ton, 17 $ ſubſcript. 

Lecourt, Mr. David, 9 

Lee, Mr. T. Homerton 

Lewis, Mr. J. Newbury 

Lees, Mr. Savoy-ſquare 
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fordſhire 
Littler, Mr. 30, City-road 
Liddiſdale, N. Britain, Aſſociate. 
congregation in 
Love, Mr. W. Paiſley ? 
Long, Mrs. London Fields 
Lowthorp, Mr. Welton. 
Lorell, Mr. 87, Shoreditch 
Lonſdall, Mr. 3; Milk-ftreet 
Lomas, Mr. J. Illington 
Lobb, Mr. Southampton 
Love, Rev. Mr. Hoxton .. 
Luckcraft, Mr. J. Goſport. © 
_ Mr. Lien-Inn, Drury - lane 
M. 
M. M. hy Mr. Whittridge . 
N. W. by Mr. Wack 74 
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: wake forward 2086 is 0 
an n e l r 

friends there 75 0 0 
M*Creery, Mr. A. Sligo 1 0 
Matthews, Mr. 18, Strand 20S ThE £80 
Maberly, Mr. ]. Catharine-ftreet, . k 

Long Acre 1 

”  Maberley, Mr. 15, Greek-ſtr: Soho 1 10 
Madgwick, Mr. mene. 75 

ton -ſquare 2 * 0 
Mackell, Mr. J. Park-lane 111 0 
M. Gaa, Mr. P. jun. Aldermankgry . : x0 
May; Jane, by Mary Kemp o 10 6 
nes Mrs. Clapton 0 

atthews, Mr. J. Goodeaſter 2 2 0 
M Donald, Rev. Mr. Lincoln 1 1 © 
Maclean; Mr. T. Chapel-ſtairt ä 
White Hall, 3 'S 
May, Mr. D. Turk.:ſtreet, Beth- 8 92 
nal Green ' Nin 
Macklin; Mr. Southampton 1 1 0 
Maitland, Mr. R. King's Arms ya. 2 2 © 
Mancheſter, Contributions at get 

non- ſtreet Meetg. Rev. wenn 20 0 0 
Mayow, Mr. T. Oxſorxe 1 1 © 
| Magnolloy, Mrs. St. James's 1 1 © 
Martin, Mr. John-ft. TORO b 

court-road 1 0 
M. All. Mr, R. Bath | 18 
Mack intoſm, Rev. Mr. A. * An 

Britain "08 
Mayhard, Mr. Crojdod fey 1 1 
Meyer, Mr. J. Leadenhall-ſtreet 1 
Merthant, N r. Norton Falgate - 1 1 © 
Medley, Mr. R. Canuon-r. Weſtmr. 1 x © 
Medley, Mr. G. ditto . 
Meldrum, Mr. Princes-ſtreet rr 3270 
Mereton, Mr. C. W. Dockhead 1 1 0 
Meech, 3 Reading 0 
Mends, Rev. H. and congregation, | 

Plymouth 11 11 © 
Medley, Mr. S. Threadneedle-ſtr. 0 10 6 

Miedſey, Mr. Groſvenor-place 1 1 © 
Meymott, Mr. W. Proſpect- place, 

St. George's Fields 8 
Mitchell, Mrs. by Mr. Neale bo Boa 
Mitchell, Mrs. E. Frince 's-ſqu. py 

Ratcliffe | r Se; >, 
Minifter, from one in Scotland; ks FOE. 
hopes of a larger collection when- 

ever peace returns 561 0 
Middleton, Mr. St. Martin's-lane x x © 
Middlemas, Mr. 8, Britannia 
. Gardens Bod Ba | 
Mills, Mr, JL jun. Great Earl-ſtr. © 10 
Mitchell, Mr. Sheerneſs 1 
Minchin, Mr. T. A. Gofport K 9 
Miltar, Mrs. Lincoln 93 1 <2 
Miles lane, Eaftcheap—a Society 

- there, by the Rev. Mr. Eaſton 16 19. 

Mitchell, the late Mr. Salop, by 41703 
his executor Mr. Wilſon © *— 2 2 © 
Moore, Mr. Nevin, Lanczſter, 2 5. 1 2 0 
Morris Mr. er detenl? 1 9 
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Moggeridge, Mr. Cranbourn-ſtreet, 

2 years 2 2 
Morriſon, Mr. Tottenham-place 1 1 
Moreland, Mrs. 18, Old- ſtreet 2 2 
Moreland, Mr. ditto 2 2 
Moreland, Mr. W. ditto 1 
Moore, Mr. Percy-ſtr. Tottenham- + 

* court-road ls 1 

| | Morſe, Mr. J. Sheerneſs 1 1 
Morris, Mr. 198, Ratcliffe-highway 1 1 
Morley, Mr. W. H. gr; Drury-la. 1 1 
Morley, Mr. D. Cockipur-ſtreet „ 
Morland, Mr. Clapton 1 4 
Morland, Mre. ditto a 1 1 
Morland, Mr. S. Newbury 1 1 
Morwick, Mr. Goſport 1 9 
Murray, Mr. Princes- ſtr. St. A © 10 
Munn, Mr. Great Ayliffe-ſtreet 2 2 
Mullinger, Mr. G. Sheerneſs - * 1 
Mullinger, Chatham 9 1 
Muſcoll, Mr. Burr-ſtreet 1 1 
Murray, Mr. Swalleweſtreet © 10 
| 4 N. 1 300 0 
IN, Mrs. per Mr. Wilks hs 0 
{ Naylor, Mr. Sherrard-ſtreet, Soho 1 t/ 
| Naſh, Mr. 110, Biſhopſgate - ſtreet t 1 
| Nairn, Mr. Homerton 1 2 
Newton, Rev. Mr. Jaun, Coleman- 1 
+ ſtreet Buildings Þ 
Newton, Mr. Tenter-ground, Moor- | 

fields 1 1 

Nel mes, Mr. Tottenham court- road 1 1 
Neweomb, Mr. Jeruſalem 9 a 

Clerkenwell 1 1 

Nelſon, Mr. james 10 10 
Neweomb, Mr. r 1 1 
Newcaſtle upon Tyne, Rev. W. Da- 

vidſon .23 19 
Newport, Ifle of Wight, Collection | 

at Rey. John Potticary 4 
Nicholſon, Rey. Mr. Cheſhunt - 1 1 
Nicholſon, Mr., Old Barge houſe 1 1 
Ninians St. N. Britain, the Relief 5 

Congregation there, Rev. Mr. 

: Croſs - 36 0 
Niven, Mr, David, ſen. per N 

Nicoll 1 * 
Niven, Mr. D. jun. per 1 
Norton, Mr. Hackney ö 
Notcutts and Seinen Meſſrs. 1 Rae 

wich $3 
Norman, Ms. jun. 4, St. Mary! $= 

hill « on 
Nottingham, ColleRion at, Nr. Rs. 

* 56 O 

Q. WS one” 
. 99 O0 
Dons, Rev. Mr. Bethnsb- een N $48 
An offering, per Mr! Parmiaſter 20 © 
Ogdin, Mr. John, Upper Thames-ſt. 5 4 
| Olding, Mr: n 60. „enen 2.42 
Dan hs 7498 16 
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Paul, Mr. 


Perth, Miſſionary Society, as remit- 
Peyion, Mr. T. Blockley 


Pickering, Vorkſhire, Collection at 


Phillips, Mr. Charles, Ditto 


Pickſlay, Mr. Exeter. _ 


3 


L. 
Brought ſorward 2498 16 
2 and Weſton, „ Bucks, Collec- | 
tions at, from Rev. Mr. Horne 
mer, Mr. 182, Shoreditek 
hard, Mr. Joſ. Goſport, - 
ver, Me. Iſlington | .. 
dea. Mr. 173, Shoreditch 


. 
J D. 8 | 

5 Mr. J. D. Mettingham 

Paton, Mrs. Wood - ſtr. Cheaphie. 
Paton, Rev. Ja. D. D. Craig, North - 

Britain | 
Parker, Mr. per Mr. Wilkes 

antin, Mr. Weſt Smſthfield 

arkinſon, Mr. Hoxton _ 
Parnell, Mr. George-lane, Little © 

Eaſtcheap, 2 years A.- 
Parker, Mr. William, King's Mews 1 
Parker, Mr. William, Goſport 1 
Parker, Mr. J. R. Princes · quare, 

Radeliffe 
Parry, Mr. 8 Cheſter 
Pawſey, Mr. Newport Pagnell 
Parry, Mr. Joſeph, Salop ' 
Pape, Mr. Grafton-ſtr. Fitzroy-ſq. 
Paupt, Mr. Zeigle, too, Petticoat-la, 1 
Painter, Miſs, Goſwell. ſtreet 73'Y 
Perth, Aﬀociate Congregation of Anti“ 

burghersthere,Rev, Alex, Pringle 100 IT 
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ted to Mr. Love 200 


by wy 


Peyton, Miſs, Ditto 

Peacock, Mr. Finſbury-ſquare 
Peacock, Mrs. Ditto 

Perry, Mr Calvert's Brewhouſe | 
Pearſon, Mr. $7. Upper Thames-ſt. 
Pearſon, Mrs. Ditto 

Perry, Mr. Wm. per Rev. Mr. Platt 
Perry, N Olney 
Perkins, Mr. T. per Mr. Pigder 
Peele, Rev. Mr. Workington 
Percy, Rev. Mr. Smith: ſt. Weſtminſter 
Pe teh, Mrs. 8. Curtain- road 
Pennythorne, Mr. Peter, $Scarbro* 
Phillips, Mrs. Goodmnan' oe, 
Phillips, Mr. Geo. City road 
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Pix, Mr. Greenwich Tabernacle” 

Pierce, Mr. Ditto 

Pickton, Mr. Cupper's Bridge e 
beth 

Ping, Mr. lohn. Romſord, 2 years 
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Pinder, Mr. Samuel, 5, Falcon-ſtr. 
Pidgeon, Mr. Wem 
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Plymouth Dock. Collection at the 
' Tabernacle there, per the Rev. 
Mr. Towers 

Plant, Mr. T. Finſbury-place | | 
Flare, M Mrs. ogg Oey 
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Poyner, Mrs. Colcheſter 


Powell, Mr. City-road | 
Pontin, Mr. 26, Turnmill-ſtreet 


Preſton, Mr. 26, Miles'-lane 
Pratt, Mr. Peter, Kingſton 


| : ii Mrs, OY 


, 


Ramſgate, Congregation there, per 


Ranyard, Mr. Wm. Kingſton 
Kainier, Mr. Hackney : 
Randall, Mr. Southampton 
|Ramſden, Mr. Ditto 
Rawlins, Mr. Globe-ſtairs, Rocherhithe 1 


Rela, Mr. Wm. Compton · fir Sehe 


Reader, Mr. at Surrey C 
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platt, Rey. W. F. Holywell Mount 1 


Platt, Mr. 24, Stamford-ſt. Surry- ro. 2 
Ponder, Mr. Houndſditeh 1 
Pope, Rev. James, Great Stoughton £ 


Popplewell, Mrs. Sarah, Hull 
Popplewell, Mr. 11 Ditto 
Poole, Miſs H. Iüington 
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r rl ty „ 


Pooley, Mr. Tha: 237, Borgugh | 
le, Mr. 52, Cheapſide 
le, Mrs. Ditto s 

| Pomeroy, Mr. Theophilus, h * 


Prouting, po Deptford 
N an By a de Meſſrs. Fleet- 


Pritchett, Mr. Ed. 163, Rateliffe- 
highway, 2 years ' 

Price, Mr. 1, Lower-ſtr, Idington 2 

Pulhely, Caernarvonſhire, Rev. B. 
Jones 1 

Pyner, Mr. G. 15, North-kr. err 
en, 0 


Raybold, Ms: e Buildings, 
New Kent Road 
Ramley, Mr. Tyſon-place, 'Kingſ- 


land-road 


Rev. Mr. Townſend 


4 Mr. Knockin, near Of- 


mm-O 


Reed, Mrs. Homerton 
Reynolds, Rev. Mr. Bee tet 1 
Reyner, Mrs. Horſe-ſhodrlangogr-"" 
fields 
Reeve, Miſs Mary, per Mr: Neale. 
Renard, Mr. Hermes-ft, Pentonville 
Read, Mes. Pavement, Moorfields 
Redworth, Mr. Old Ford 
hape! 
Reynersy Mr. [oſeph,; Shacklewell 
Rees, Mr. Thomas, Caefriron * 
Reid, Mr, Adam, Woalwich 


een 


Rhodes, Mrs. Upper John- ſtr. Tot- 


tenham- court road 
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4: | roam gig Me Queen-ſtr.. Bloom 


1 
Rickwood, Mr. Ks Logs Hole. 
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Brong ht forward 0 

"uy Mr. "x nd Hull . x : 

_ Richards, Mr. r Goſport 0 10 6 
Richards, Mr. R. jun. Reading 1 1 © 
- Richards, Rev. Mr. per Pr. Haweis-2 2 ©. 
Riſdon, Mr. 1, Curtain-road ©: 45-0 
Rider, Mr. Jof. Malton "WE 
_ Richardſon, Mr. Surrey Chapel o 10 6 

Robertſon, Mr. Greenwich Taber- 

nacle 7-5-0 

Rogers, Mr. Clipſtone-ftreet 3 4:0 
Roper, Mr. 9, High-R. St. Giles 1 1x © 
Roſe, Mr. 19, St. Mary's-hill 1 1 6 
Rolls, Mr. W. Newbury o 10 6 
Rolfe, Miſs, Ditto © 10 6 
Robinſon, Mr. Ja. Newcaſtle-un- * 

der-line 1 0 
- Ruſſell, Mr. per Rev. Mr. wer- | 
erdike | 1 ST +) 
Ruſt, Mr. Wm. Hull 22 0 

Ramſey, Mr. fen, Cheſham TD OO 

Rumſey, Mr, jun. Ditto x 2x 0 

- Ruſby, Mr. 6, Temple-place, Sur- | 
-road | 4 4 © 
Rutt, Mr. Dalſton, Haekney ©. x54 

Rufſell, Mr. Thomas, Woolwich x 1 © 

Ryder, Mrs. por 8 Io 0 © 

A per Mr. Reyner / 5:44 
S. P. F. a Donation 100 0 © 
S. S. N. a Friend to the Cauſe 2 2 © 
Saliſbury, Collection at, Rev. Mr. 

- Adams ef. 4 184-0 
Sauce, Mr. Wink worth's Buildings 1 1 © 
Sargeant, Mr. Old Gravel-lane T 1 0 
Sanderſon, Rev. John, Berwick on 

Tweed 2 0 
Sawdon, Mr. John, Hall - 8 
Sacket, Mr. Rotherhithe . 
Savage, Mr. Iſaac, 2, St. George's- | 

place, St. George's-ſtr. Eaſt 1 1 © 
Sanders, Mr. John, Southampton 1 1 © 
Sanders, Mr. Robert, Ditto 0 10 6 
Sample, Mr. Wm. Olney 1 0 
Sanderſon, Mr. John, Berwick on 
a Tweed 2 2- 0 
_ Scoffin, Mr. Fore-ſtr. Limehouſe 1 r © 
Scott, Mr. and Mrs. Cornhill 2 2 0 
Scott, Mr. Wm. Warwick-lave 1 1 0 
Scott, Rev. Mr. Matlock 2 3-0 
Scott, Mrs. Ditto 2.2 0 

Scott, Mr. 15, Tabernacle-row wo 10 6» 
Scott, Mr. Greenwich Tabernacle o 10 6 
Sedman, Mrs. Mary, Hull 13 ** 
Sergeant, Mr. F. Melton 2 2 6 
Sellar. Mr. John, Malton © 10 6 
Shuttle worth, Mr. Great Bowden 5 © o 
Shackles, Mr. Wm. Hull 1 1 0 
Sheriff, Mr. Tottenham-court-road 1 1 © 
Sharland, Mr. Cockſpur-ſtr. 2 yrs. 2 2.0 
 Sherren, 5. Bridge· ſtreet, | 

Coney 11 © 
TD ar Budge-row 1 1 © 


CONTRIBUTORS TO THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
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Shrubſole, Mr. E. Sheerneſs 


Smith, Mr. G. Paternoſter- row | 10 
Smith, Mr. 47, Houndſditch 


Smith, Mrs. Eliz. Scarborough 


83 
3 


1 8 


Brought forward 31 
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Sherrington, Mr. Goſport 
Shepherd, Miſs, Ditto 
Shrubſole, Mr. Wm. Old-ſtreet ' 
Shaw, Mr. Thomas, Ne wington, 
Middleſex 
Sheef, Mr. Greenwich Tabernacle 
Simpſon, Mr. Hoxton 
Silk, Mrs. 21, Bunhill-row _ 
Simpſon, Mr. Newgite- fireet 
Singleton, Mrs. per Dr. Haweis 
Sibree, Rev. Mr. and Rev, E. Den- 
ham's Congregations, Frome 
Simpſon, Rev. David, 
field, 3 years 
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Slate, Mr. 36, Noble-ſtreet * 3 
Slatterie, Rev. Joſephs Chatham 2 
Smith, Mr, Friday-ſtreet 4 


Smith, Mr. Fore. ſtr. Limehouſe 
Smith, Mr. Durſley _ 
Smith, Mr. Lovell-court, Pater- 
noſter-row | 
Smith, Mrs. Hackney Terrace 
Smith, Mrs. Mary, Hull 
Smelle, Rev. W. Grimſby 
Smith, Mr. Grub-ſtreet 
Smith, Mr. Blackfriars-road 
Smith, Mr. Beech-ftreet 
Smith, Mr, 44, Gutter-lane- 
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Smith. Mr. 12, Houndſditch 
Smith, Mrs, Southampton 


Smith, Mr. Wm. Iphi Chapel 
Smith, Mr. 3 


%o e 


Snelſon, Mr. Samuel, Hans Place, 
Chelſea 5 1 
Soutter, Mr. Wal worth 8 
Southgate, Mr. Hatton Garden 1 
Soames, Mr. Henry, Cateaton-ſtr, 1 
Southampton, Collection at, Rev. 
Wm. Kingſbury | 11 1 
Somerville, Rev. John, Sunderland I 
Soul, Mr. fohn, Olney I 
De Mr. reen wich Tabernacle 1 
Spragg, Mr. Willlam, Kennington 1 
Spencer, Mr. William, per Mr. 
Reyner 
Spanton, Mr. reſidence unknown 
Spyvee, Mrs. Mary, Hull 
Spilſbury, Mr. 66, Lombard-ftr. 
Starey, Mr. B. 24, Poultry, 2 yrs. 
Storck, Mr. St. John-ſtreet 
Steel, Mr. Wrm. Bedfordbury 
Stacie, Mr. Portland- ſtreet 
Stafford, Mr. Borough Market 
Stephenſan, Mr. Ranelagh-ſtreet 
Sturges, Mr. P. Sheerneſs 
Styles, Lieut, Ditto 
Stinſon, Mrs. Proſpect Place, St. | 
| George” 5-felds | os Oe 
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> | Brought forward 3361 5 6. + Brought. forward 3540 7 2 
Stace, Mr. Geo. Romford, 2 years 2 2 © Thompſon, Mr. Thomas, Hull 1 1 0 
Stirling, Aſſociate Congregation 15 Thompſon, Mr. 25, Fenchurch-ſt. 1 1 0 
there, per the Rev. Mr. Waugh to O Thornton, Henry, M. F. 10 10 & - 
Strange, Mr, Biſhopſgate-ſtr. $5 Thornton, Robert, M. P. 10 to '&f 
Stubbington, Mr. Southampton t 2 © Thornton, Samuel, M. P. 5 3 0 
LE Poe Collections at the Rev. 5 Mr. Clapton, near Hack- > 
Mr. Ford's,” on occaſion of two ney 1 1 @ 
- Sermons preached by Rev. Dr. | [Thorntan, Mr. 147, Borough 1 1 60 
; ©, Haweis : 61 3 11 |Thoroughgood, Mr. E. per r. 
Stevens, Mr. J. Chatham 0 10* 6 | Mr. Wilks 1 1 0 
Strutt, Mr. Adelphi Chapel e Thompſon, Mr. Wm. Thames-ſtr. 2 a2 
Stroud, Mr. Benj. Newbury 1 1 Thorpe, Mr. G. Sheerneſs 0 10 6 
steven, Rev. Mr. Great Thorn- Thompſon, Mr. Hamilton, Goſport 1 1 & 
haugh-ſtreet 1 x © |Titford, Mr. 2, Union-ſt, Biſhops- OTE ET 
Story, Mr. Greenwich Tabernacle 'o to 6 | gate ſtreet 1 1 6 
Struth, Mr. Ditto 1. x o [Tinſley, Mr. Well-fir. Hackney o 10 6 
zunderland— Joint Collection of 1 Todd, Mr. William, Hull 1 1 0 
the Friends tothe Inſtitution be- Todd, Mr. John, ditto 11 
longing to the Eſtabliſhed Church | Townſend, Rev. In. 1 1 & 
there, and the Proteftant Diſſent- Toomer, Mr. Ed w. Southampton 3 59 
ing Congregations aſſembling in Tozer, Rev. Mr, Iſaac, and Con- 5 
- theCorn-marketMeeting-houſe, . 'gregation, Taunton 26 16 6 
Rev. In. Clegg— Spring Garden Town, Rev. T. . ed 
Lane ditto, Rev. Tho. Maſon— Royſton 10 6 0 
NMaling's Bridge ditto, Rev. N. Town, g's T. Ditto 1 2 S 
Bligh—and in the New Meet- | Toomer, Mr. Joſ. Newbury 2 2 0 
ing at Monkwearmouth Shore, TTring, Mr. Charlotte- ſt. r 6 HM 
Rev. Tho. Robinſon 46 2 31] ſtreet 2 2 0 
Sundius, Mr. 7; Fen-court, Fen- Trigg, Mr. & Mrs. per Pr. Haweis 2 2 
church ftreet SS Tricker, Mr. James, nnn, | 5 
Summers, Mr. New Bond- ſtr. 1 1 01 Walworth :-. - 2 12 0 
Sundries, from Rev. Mr. Surnam 2 2 © Tutt, Mr. Royal Exchange rr v0 
Swayne, Mr. Robert, Wareham 1 x © Turnbull, Mr. zo, City-road. 1 1 0 
Swaine, Miſs, Greenwich Taber- Tucker, Mr. Bloomſbury 0 10 6 
nacle o 10 6 Turner; Mr. J. S. London Wall I 1 0 
Zydling (Dorſet), Collection at Rev. Tunbridge, Co lefion attheChurch — 
Mr. Gamble's _ | 8 o © | there, por SRC OE G. Griffin 6 17 2 
9 | | „ Kb. +" 
T. L. per Mr. Brookſbank o 10 6 U and v. | | 
T. U. per Mr. Townſend 1 0 . P. per Rey. Mr. Brookſbank. 5\ © © 
T. Miſs, per Mr, Wilks I 1 © Underwood, Rev. Mr. Dorcheſter x 1 5 0 
Taylor, Mrs. Rachel, City-road 1 1 o Underwood, Mr. Greenwich Ia. 
Taylor, Mr. erg 1 1 © | bernacle 1 t 9 
Taylor, Mr. D Old- ſtreet- road 1 x © }Unwin, Mr. Hoxton-ſquare 2 2 -0-/ 
Tapin, Miſs and Friettd, Stamford- "Unwin, Mr. Bromley, near Bow 2 2 
ſtreet 2 2 © |Underhill, Mr. Hackney 1 1 0 
Taylor, Mrs. per Mr. Millar x 1 © [Upton Rev. Mr. Union- place 1 . 0 
Taylor, Mr. Corner of Barbican 1 1 o Venables, Mr. Geo, Mint, Tower 1 1 0 
Tate, Mr. Wm, Monmouth-ftr r © | Ventom, Mr. as Goſport _ 1 x 0 
Tagg, Mrs. Shacklewell 0 1 6 8 a W REES 
Talfourd, Mr. Reading 1 8 W. 7 
Tailer, Mr. J. B. Woodbridge x 1 OW. D. per Mr. Shrubſole 1 1 0 
Taylor, Mr. R. Southampton 1 T1 OW. N. Tweed Mouth, near Ber. 
Taylor, Mrs. W. Ditto 1 1 0 wick 1 1 0 
Taylor, Mr. James, Ditto 2 2 W. S. Mrs. per Rev. W. F. Platt 1 1 0 
Taylor, Mr. S. Ditto 5 5 Warner, Mr. Fore- ſtreet I. 1 
Taylor, Mr. John, Adelphi Chapel 1 x © |Walſton, North Britain, Collection 4s 
Taylor, Mrs. of the Bank, Scarbro' 1 1 © | in the Pariſh of, per Rev. Mr. 
Terrington, Mr. Wm. Walworth, Molleſon 2 10 0 
2 years 2 2 ©o | Warwickſhire, Afﬀociation of * FL 
"Thomas, Mr. Sarrey-road - 32.630 dependent Miniſters 20 0:0 
Thorn, Mr, James, Colcheſter 2 2 0 eee, 1 Wann 2 2 
3549 1 3085 17 
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' Brought n — 4808 7 ' -Krivght forward 104 
Watkins, Mr. Lamb's vs Cond? WA Wilton, Mrs. 1, Pump-row, 0 ** | 
© Rf, 2 years 2 o ſtreet -- ns PE 
Wallis, . Stoney\Stratford 1 T © |Wickenden, Mr. Cornhil! 22 0 
Watſon; Mr. S. Swanland ' 1 1 © [[Wilſon, Mr, 7 per Mr. Neale 121 
Warren, Mr. Little New reſt. 1 1 © |Wilhamſaon, Goſport 9 10 6 
Walmſley, the late Mrs. Sarah, ff Wiſely, Mr. In. Chatham, 2 years 1 u 8 
Bampton, Yorkſhire, a legacy, [Wilſon, Mr. Stephen, 1a, e 
paid by Mr. John Bateman 21 0 ſmith- ſtreet 3 0 
Wallis, Cock, and Hammond, IA Widow, per Mr. Andrews. 10 0 
© Trump-ſtreet 5 5 Winter, Rev. John, Newbury 290% 0 '© 
Wardalt, Mr. Honey lane Market 1' 1 © ||Wilfon, Mr. 113, Long Acre 1 ID 
Ward, Mrs. Hitchin; Herts 2 2 Williams, Mr. Southampton 0 10 6 
Walker, Mr. e e IWilkinſon; Mr. W. 115 Taberna- end 
Walworth - - 1 t 0 cle row 1 0% 
alter, Mr. Wm. Goſport o 10 6 Wincheſter, Rev. Mr. Adelphi 570 
Varren, Miſs, per Mr. Townſend 1 1 Chapel 3 
Walton, Mr. Wm. Limes ſtreet 1 1 » Wilfon, Mrs, Minty oi % * 
Walker; Mr, 4, Tooley-ſtreet 1 1 0 | Winck worth, Rev. Mr. Worceſ- 3 
Wakeman, Mr. Hackney ' 4 4 / dter- places 2; 1 1 0 
Waredraper, Mr. Ditto 1 1 ©;| Wilberforce, William, M. P. 10 10 0 
Ward, Mr.New Road, St. George's - © Willſon, Mr. Genn Taber - 

. ic the Eaſt 3 nacle 0 
Waugh, Rev! Alex. Sal iſbury- IWilcoxon, Mr. Arthur, Lombard- 
© place, Mary-le-bone I x © | fireet, 2 years $10 £585, @ 

_ Walicort, Mr. Green wi ĩch Taber- -  ,  [Woodgate, Mrs. 66, Berner's-ftr. 0 

© ncle* © _ 10 10 o [Wontner, Mr. Joha, Minories, 4 

A Well. wiſher, per Rev. Mr. Hill 10 o o | 2 years | 2 12 6 
- Webſter, Mr. Jo. per Mr. Prentice o 16 6 Woman, a poor one—as an A. 

Wells, Mr. altonn 1 m» ledgment of a providential Mer- . 
eſt, Mr. W. Talggton 11 0 ey, per Mr. Hill | S5 0 0 
eherall, Mr. 6, Cold-bath- | Woodd, Rev. Mr. Baſil, Paddington 1 1 0 
* ſquate | 1 1 Wood, Mr. 82,ForeKreet + 1 1 of” 

is, Mr. 51, Rathbone-place 1 1 0 Wood, Mrs. 10a, Shoe-lane, Fleet- VN 

wh r. Ben Gifport 1 1 0 freet SF} 0 19 s 

Whey, 2, 15 27, Millbank ſt. to Wood, Mr. Spencer, William-ftr. 64'S; 
eſley Mrs. M. Mote rb, IWood, Mr. Tuomas, Ditto 1 1 0 
Martin'szle grand {ix 0 Worcener, Collection there, per 7 

"Weſton, Mr. Tho. Whixall, near Rev. J. Olborne 22 16 8 
Wem 2 2 o |Woodbridge, Ditto, "I R 
eaver, Mr. High- ſtr. Borough 1 10 Lowell ai ee 
White, Mr. Princ=ſs-ftr, Soho 1 1 o Wolffs, Mr. Geo. Erneſt 100 OO 0 
hite, Rev. T. Moblethorpe + 1 x Wood, Mr. Cha. Mancheſter 5 5 & 
hite, Mr. Durham 1 1 0j Woddford, Mr. R. Southampton 0 10 6. 

Whitaker, Mr. Hickney 2 | 2 3 |Woodman, Mr. W. Bermondſey 2 2 0 

Whiteman, Mrs. to, Palace-row, [Wood, Mr. Church-lane, White- , 

: Tottenham court : 1 1 0 chapel o 10. 6 
White, Mr. Southampton o 10 6 [Wright, Mr. Benjamin, Hull 1 12 0 
Whittridge; Rev. Mr. Oſweſtry 1 1 [Wright, Mr. George) Torenham: 2: 
Wilkinſon, Mr. corned d . court-road- 1 

2 yũears 6 o Wright, Mr. per Mr. Wilks © o 10 6 
Williams, Rev. Mr. Lincoln“ sinn [Wright, Mr. Preſcot-ſtr. 2 years 2 2 0 
8 1 1 90 nb 8855 Mr. 77 e 2 4 
Widow's Mite, per Mr. Audley o 10 6 A Te 
| Wilkes, Mrs, Cath., Blockley, 1 V. 

Worceſterſhire) 2 years 2 2 0 N Mr. John, berg, le. 
Wilkie, Mr. Houndſditch 1 T1 © ceſter- fields, 2 years 2 wh '© 
Wilkie, Miſs, Ditto © o 6 Voung; Mrs. Ditro, Dita, N % ⁹⁰ , 
Wilks, Rev. Matthew, Old- Ar e N e Mr. eee, "x 85 © 
Wills, Rev. Tho: Iflington 18 : 3 | 
\ Wilſon, Mr. B. Moorfields £4 | 2 | 1 

33 Mr. Wm. ſen. „ 1 1 © [Zion Chapel, Collection at * 73 18 6 

1 
| 3790 7 108 4082 19 6 
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of Dod Trio BELOW HALF-A-GUINEA. 2 
5 C. 8 8 ts ts" 
4 Contributions of Half aauinea ) 48 Brought Gas 4094618 
5 and upwards brought for- vs 19 E. At Orange · ſtreet Chapel 02 
1 ward - Profits on the Sale of Mifion- 
By Mr. Foyſter 5 Anne oy We. ary Sermons there 7 
: Mr. Reyner © © of 6 o| Greenwich Tabernaole o 12 
3 0 — Audley e 5 © From Newbury e 
a | Mr. Page o 14 © Dedham l 4 
derte Bis $4, Scarborough.” 7 2 2 
ilſon „ Malton _ g 8 a7 
bert. o' 1 © [Profits on the Print, Skip Dur 1 
Mr. Fowler © 14 © [Left without the Names of _ 
Mr. Bogue + 9 14 6 | Contributors by a Gentleman 
Mr, Knight Hof, 0 5 16+] from. dhe Country in DoENTE * 755 
Mr. Kingſbury 3 © 5 o | 1796, and referred to at the, 5+ bl 
Ky . Hilyard 3 6 6 | Cloſe of the Liſt of Subſcri 
| ittridge 12 6 . the N . = 4 5 
Mr. en | 2 0 OP OP 97 CAD VANE] #7 
Mr, Love © 2 6 * —— 
[Mn Chapel, {1h 1 8 O Total Ae Contrib) 
Adepphi Chapel o 5 © tions carried to the, = 4107 4 
N — ene, 1 
\ 4094 8 of 180 . 
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Ou FOES of the 8. 8. Miſſion, Mr. Bramab: | 
for an Engine L.11 LY FE 
* Ditto, * Gordon, for ſundry Bills diſchürged by” - 


- 


ns w_ A ' 
* a . . 4 ? > „ 
5 1 5 * 


139 16 © 


him 18. 0 0. 
Ditto, Mr. Fenn, for ſo much paid by him at Part 7 | 
mouth | RT 4 13 3 MI e 
Ditto, John Jones, for Board.. . 5 i 
Ditto, Eaſt India Company for e = A Nene * 2 1 
Charter-party I 
e etl, 1 3 
Rev. Me: gn being ſo. much 3 by him in, . . 
Year's Account * 44 
Rev. Mr. Wilks, being the Amount of the Remittance of, Mr. ; e 
| Caſe of Toftrecs, twice paid, as per laſt Year's Liſt IS 4 ;6 | 
6 * Amaunt af ſundry 8 made by 18 4 


.of the yy as per Accounts debrered W 


£ Mr. Chriſtie, for his Attendance at Scots-Hall Stationary, &e. © 
Mr. Wm. Shrubſole, for one Year's Secretaryſhip preſented by 


3 Gilbert Wright and Co. for Optical and 3 1 


Dr. : e Kemp, ſupplied him with | 
Rev. Mr: Waugh, for Money e on Account of Mr. Jones 
- Miffionary, &. 
bo Arthur, for Writing Table | 
r. N. Forſyth, Miſſionary, ſupplied him with Dollars, &c. . 


aim to the Society £-20 © 0 
Ditto, his 8 for Foltage, &e. from the 27th 35 


| May 1797, to June 1798 5 | "AF 2 
| . Francis Dadſon, Monthly Money advanced on his Account, per 


- Mr. Fenn 
Rev. H. Mends, Ditto Ditto advanced by him on Account. of 
William Stanton 
Edward Hughes, late Miffionary Candidate 
- Skirven, — his Bill for Printing 
n Buchanan, Miſſionary, for ſo much AT on his Account 
v. John Love, his Secretaryſhip L.20 0 o 
; Ditto, his Acoount of Expences 2 9 10 


Y ng Dey, ColleQorof the Subſeritionsrom Miles lane Mecting 
e attending the Fovran Miſc ion, the principal Part of 


which will be reimburſed by the eee Societies of 
nn! and Glaſgow. 


n Moſeley, for Ca ers Tools, &c. I 
Jo _—_ £5441 5 


bn Cuthell, for Boo 18 17 

bert Underwood, for Watches | 1 7 $ 

For Watch Chains, Seals, &c. 

: Edwiti Bliſs, for Groceries "4 

« Pantin and Co. for a &c. \ | ; | A4 's 
15 Kleyſer, for Clocks wh "2 10 


5 


Ricketts, for Cheeſe ; | 1 19 
| _ Stiff and Whiteman, for Cutlery, Ke, | {| Ig 
_  "'Byfield and Co. for Stationary q 3 

: 3 

2 


ewman and Sons, for Leather 
Guy Thompſon, for Writing Deſks, &c. 


- * tical Inſtruments 
James Daniel, for Cotton Cards 
 Chicſhie and Yowle, for Agricultural Implements 


5 

3 12 

15 1 

IR 1 Taylor, for . N 13 
_ 


. o 


avell and Bousficld, for 


2 
7 

13 

7 

5 

2 

8 

: 2 
| I 
4 3 er hon | 5 N 81 


4 
— - 2 
, 


« >a 


wW 0 


e 


* 


1 


9009900 


| 
182828 


1 
1 


7 To 1 Year's Dividend 81 zoool. 908 


1 


T0 Do. Do. on 2500t. 3 per 


9 


ay 18 


Nathaniel Philli $& for wi 4 7 f 


Sundry ſmall Bills for Harneſſes, Cane 7.0 7 Tein,” „ 0 
&c. &c. diſcharged by Mr. Wilks, as per Account * 125 1 


delivered 


King and Hollier; for Freight of the Miſſionaries 


Packages from Leith to London 
Johnſon and Exeter; for Cordage 
oney advanced the Miſſionaries 


Their Expences i in London and at Graveſend, &e 414-10, 0 
= er Bills delivered | a 7 
ollyer, Lighterman 0 | f A 
Sicera Leone Com Moat paid on Account of the Ws WAR; 
| = 0 0 1 


Being, of the iffionaries to Aires. 


Total 3 of Diburſement 


* 


ff - 


Fo 


beet 2 OY 


s \ % 


 Kuamined, 


1 ap 3. by 4 


bh 


e 4. 116g 25 s 
ROBERT Oo. 
OHN FENN, 

IONAS Möse. 


Pr. the Treaſurer of the Mimonary Society. 
June 20, 1798. . 
To Amount of Collections, Do- x 
nations, and Subſcriptions, 
as per the preceding Lift ' 4167 4 6 
To Produce of 15 India Binds 1551 15 11 
4 per Cents. 120 6 | 
To 1 Do. Do. on 10001. „ 
Cents. 30 5 898 0 
Cents. 
To I Do. Dos on 35001, 3 per 
Cents. i 
Received of Mr. Chapman 


37 10 © 


52 10 0 
106 3 10 


1By 


. By Ballance due to the Society, bs 
- cohſiſtirlg of Bills not in | 
e 17 0 1 

Caſn in Hand . | 


Per Contra 5 


une 20, 179 
ne ba wow, Ae 45 


count 5 * | 8 | 
By Amount of Diſburſements: 48 * + 
as per the preceding A- N 5 


By Gai kor the Purchaſe of 

Son 3 per Cents - 1 
By Ditto for 15 india Bonds 1544 1 
Ditto for 3300 New 5 per 
.Cents. 


* Courſe of Payment 
T3 17 A 


— 


L. bout '4 m4 


RI 


1 8 DR” Ca 4 nk 


— 


Audited u 2 th, 758, by us, ROBERT cow1E, 


„ 


OHN FENN, | 
HOMAS HODSON, 


MG 


— 


The followin is an " Account of T's Public Securities in] to the Society, 


* have b n purchaſed at different Times in the Names ur Truſtees. 
L. 390i per Cent. Conſols. 
5 / 3300 — New 5 per-Cent. 


gr 


3000. per Cent. Conſols. 
' 1000=———5 per Cent. 


1150 depoſited in the nen Bank 3881. payable on "OP and bening 


@® <3” 92 EA e *. 


* ; "+ *e tens Vue 
; ts , | 


. * i 
* ww? * 
a 8 5 1 3 & we 1 
3 N 4 . Of, 2 
4 . 89 0 . 42 * 
2 1 - 
. * 


N 4. l., 


2 5 8 


* 


518 18 net 


* 


" 
1428.76 „ "a 


# 
_ 


4 


— 


AE - 
* * 4 
$5.0 \ p ww 7, —_— 


8 


n 9 


nm D 
: —_ 
p $2 0p 


. 
ctions, dablespttens, & Ye. 


the 2 1ſt of laſt June (abe 
ee Aren were balanced) to the 21ſt of Auguft, 


09,000 


* 


"MF . © „ 
ABINGDON, Rev — forward 565 3 of FP 
and Congregation, 3 3 6 „ Jobſon, Rev. A. March 8 
Bernard, Mr. G. Gree 4 f 3 Lady; per Mr. Neale 1 x © 
| venor- ſquare 2 2 O] Lewis, Mrs. Draper”s-court 0 10 6 
Bowden, Mr. J. 8. Huy 2 2 of A 
Brook; Mr. Cateaton · ſtreet 46 Marſh, Mr. Samuel, mg 1 1 0 
Bryan, Mr. Newgate-ſtreet 1 1 0 Maitland, Mrs, Walworth 1 2. 0 
N Rev. Dr. ur the Savoy x 1 of Morpeth, Rev, Rob. Trotter, and 
x | | . Congregation there ; 8 6 o 
pos Mr. Ifaac, ae Mr. Wilks 2- 2 of N i 
E, Mr. 3 1 x „ Neale, Mr. John, Pentonville . 
"Re INicholl, Rev. Mr. 33 
3 per Dr. 13 © © PO Tg Id: Cod. 
wner, Mi, Biſho dr. +T * © Olding, Mr. Freeman's- court 2 2 © 
Edinburgh Miffionary tg: 8 Patrick, Rev. Mr. Wilderneſs-row r 10 
Proportion of the Expences at- Th 
__ tending the eee ion 163 12 1 Rowlandian | 2 4 
Elmfley,' Mrs. Cath. per Mr. Cope 7-2 © | Fd 
* Mr. J. C. N 5 Sargent, Mr. Old Gravel-lane vx 
| 5 0. ofSimons, Rey, John, Paul's Cray 1 1 
a Mrs. "Briſtol 50 O 'ofSkinner, Mr. William, Briſtol 10 0 
: 3 - .4Spragg, Mr. Blackman-ſtreet, 1 x. 
Farquharſon, Mr.GreatWarner-ft. 3 Stephens, Mrs. by Mr. R. Cowie 1 1 
nd OG 8 ö 2 a 2 4 
Griffin, Mr. Thra ſtone 1 x 0 Taplor, Mr. City- road ne 
| Groen, Rev, Rob 5 Congrega- Tarn, Mr. Joſ. London Wal 1 1 0 
tion, 12 0 Thring, Vr. R. Wilten 1 
| Glaſgow Miffionary Society, its Thring) Mrs. Ditto 3 7 
Proportion of the Expences at- Thring, Mr. James, Ditto © 10 6 
"tending the Foulah ien £ 262 2 6 rie Miſſes 8. and M. Ditto 0.10 6 
"Wiz Haha, Mr. F. Old Fiſh-ftr, 3 yrs. f Wamphray, Pariſh Pariſh of n v. 2 
SBiubſcriptions 3 3 o] Britain 16 © © 
3 Hill, Mr. Birchin· lane 1 8 | 
BY — Ü—ͤU 1 { L. 619 18 * 
| ; - 555 3 by 71 F : * 2844 
N £ 2 10 f j : 
. 1 2 975 3 
5 x y 2 4 
es | ; 
„ 85 \ 
25 f f 
1 - | N l 3 1 f 
. or & — i I Py . 
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* 


